
rir . l
i" 'i '-'

l

In memoriam Lothar Geitler

One year ago, on May 18th 1989, emer. prof. Dr LoTHAR GETTLER celebrated
his 90th birrhdai. At rhis outsranding event [ormer srudenrs. col lrbfralors. and
scientif ic coi leagLeq from all  over rhe world joined ro produre a Feirschrif6Yhrclr
Bretr to rhe enormou\ size of l t j  volumes r6 issues) of..plant Systematr-rcs and
Evolution" - an impressive document of GerrlER's great esteem an; international
repltation. GEITLER was really overwhelmed and deeply touched by the sympalhy
and reverence that met him on his jubilee.

_. 
A few days before his 9lth birthday, od May lst 1990, Geirrer passed away.

Though he was ailiog since many years, his death came quite unexpectedly.
It is dimcuit or even impossible to lind the right *ords to.o*-.-oi"t" his

person, his life and his scientjljc woak adequately. He certainly was a man, who
admitted priority !o science, bur never was a ooe-sided scientist. In the first instance.
his scientif ic interest covered t l ,e divers[y. slructure and development of algae. In
l92l, when still being a srudent, GETTLER published the first päper on blue--green
algae. After finjshing his thesis (on the strucflgre and function oi the heteroiysts)
he quickly became a foremost autho.ity on theie prokaryotic^organi,-., ,uru.yin!
them in notless than six monographs and comprehensive floriJilc ireatments. paoeri
on cyanophytes appear interspersed throughout his life wo;k, anrl even in his
publications of the last decennium, four papers tefea to blue-green algae. Grtrler
discorered and descnbed abour 90 new raia, including rwJtamil iei una 0,.r,
*1.," q.:.*:9g"":r 'ely. nany cyanophyte/(rere namei afrer hjm. e.g.. rhe genera
G e i t le I iel Ia. G ei r ler ibact rcn, and G e i ! Ie I in(mu.

In the middle of the Twentjes GETTLER became fascinated by another aleal
group: the diatoms. Their structure. reproduction, l i fe history. and !roblems of iex
determrnatjon kepr him busy al l  his l i fe long. Nearly hundred pÄlicarions refer
lo (hese organisms, many ofthem being geneialsurvjys and updated summarizing
accounts, With lncreasrng age, CEt r r ER concentrated more and more on diatom
research/and it  is slt t i i f icant that publications on these orgaoisms also conclude
his life work.

I l  addit ion, Gerrren paid scientif ic attention to neafly al l  other groups ofplan!s,
predomin_antly cryptogams tbacteJra. chlorophyres. Xantlo-. Chrys_ and Rhoclo-
prJ.eoe. lungl. lrchens). bul alsoffems and angiosperms {inter älrar. he published
a öookler on planl morphology. srudled rhe rnflorescence and f loral morphology
af Nep!unia oleracea, and made observätjons oo the seed set and fertility of;r.hi;;i

In view ofthe mäntlnteiEais anld aclivities ir is älmöat unbaliaväble ;hät GairLE;
was still able to buiid up anorheaaileniive reseäiih proiect: kaiyotogy änJchrq_
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mosome research. Starting with epoch-making studies on endomitosis and endo-
polyploidy (wilh important observations o]r insect cells) he became a leading cy-
tologist in the Airties and Forljes. He published four textbooks and numerous
generalpapers on karyological and cytological topics. For 40 ( | ) years (1932 - 1912)
he reviewed continuously the section "cytology" in "Fortschritte der Botanik"
(since 1964 in collaboration with E. TscHERMAK-WoEss).

For more ihan 20 years GETTLER was the sole editor of the present journal (at
rhat t ime sti l l  appearing under rhe original r i t le Österreichische Boranische Zeit-
schrift'/since 1971 he acted as a co-editor. GETTLER was aiso a member of distin-
guished scientific societies such as the Academies of Science ofvienna and Mainz.

GErrr-en's academic career essentially took plac€ at the University of VieDDa.
In 1922 he made his degree (under R. v. WerrsrerN), then he became peee*/ and
fina1ly Prolessor of Botany. Towards the end of World War II he was invited and
authorized by the "Kaiser-Wilhelms'(now Max-Planck-)Gesellschaft" to establish
a research institute on cytology and genetics in Vienna, but this project could not
be realized. In 1946 he became Head of the Institute of Botany and the Botanical
Garden of the University of Vienna. Shortly later, by following an invitation of
T. CAspERsoN, he spent some time jn Sweden. In Austria he was in steady contact
with the "Biological Station Lunz" arld its Head, F. RurrNER. In 1970 GEnLER
retired, but continued his scientihc work in full force nearly until his death.

The privf life of LoTHAR GETTLER took its course in a very quiet and unspec-
tacular manner. An impo/ant event was certainly the marriage with his wife, Gerre
Grrrrer/in 1936. She assisted him in an absolutely unselfish and sacrificing manner
uütil hia death. Her appreciation of GETLER'S destiny and her silent work in the
background laid a firm and sta ble loundation o fbrs enormous producti vity. Another
essentiai component enabling such as voluminous work was certainly his avoidance
of any kind ofpublicity. G€rrLER prcferred to live a life of pdvacy and seclusion - a
life that also enabled him to follow his taste for the fine arts. In his spare time he
painted in lvater-colours, played the piano or attended concerts. With his parents
he held close and cordial contact to the composer FRANZ ScHMrDr. ln any matter
of taste and style, GETTLER was an unlailable authority.

ln his particular way oflife, in the manner ofdoing his scientificwork in seciusion
and solitude, in his comprehensive knowiedge of nearly all aspects of biology, in
the exceeding diversity of his research fields, and in the tight and precise manner
ofwriting and talking, CETTLER was the personification of a scientist and professor
that has becom€/extinct in our days. His death not only terminated his personal
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