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Yuri P. Nekrutenko 
1936 - 2010

On June 11th, 2010, a great Ukrainian lepidopterologist, Dr. Yuri Pawlowicz Nekrutenko passed away in Kiew. Born in May 
30, 1936 in a subburb of Kiew - Na Podole, in a house of his ancestors at Andrejewskij Spusk #3 Street. Graduated in 1962 from 
Studies of Natural History at Kiew‘ University of Tarasa Szewczenki. There he came across with one of the greatest Russian 
collections of butterflies of Prof. Leo A. Sheljuzhko. Inspired by it, began to specialize in the study of butterflies, remaining in 
corresponding scientific contact with the professor currently being in exile in München, Germany. Simultaneously graduated from 
college studies of languages at philology course, faculty of law. He was a multilingual person fluently speaking Engish, Polish, Rus-
sian, German, French and Georgian as well as Latin. During a period of two years Yuri took course of human anatomy at Kiew‘s 
Medical Institute of Bohomolca. After graduating from his studies at university he started scientific work at the Department of 
Quaternary Geology of the Geological Institute of Russian Academy of Sciences in Kiew, where conducting studies of evolution 
of species. Doctors‘ degree (candidate of sciences) acquired while defending innovative study about variability of wing pattern in 
Gonepteryx rhamni (L.) in UV rays. From 1967 he worked at Ukrainian Scientific-Exploratory Institute of Plant Conservation, 
continuing studies of the Rhopalocera fauna of Crimea and Caucasus beginning in 1958 under supervision of Dr. D. S. Mila-
novski from Suchumi (Abkhazia), which lasted till 1989 and culminated by edition of two monographs: Rhopalocera of Crimea 
and Caucasus. From 1970 till 2002 Yuri was a senior scientific employee at the Zoological Institute of I. I. Schmalkhausen at the 
Ukrainian  Academy of Sciences. Closely cooperated with Zoological Institute of Russian Academy of Sciences.                      

His studies were based on personal field observations and personally collected samples. Yuri‘s Collection of butterflies was donated 
completely to the Kiew‘s Museum of Natural History NANU.

Yuri undertook exploration expeditions to Ural, Far East, to Middle East, Kamtschatka and Altai. However the major regions 
where aggregated his interests were Crimea and Caucasus. Yuri published in total ninety seven papers alone or together with twelve 
other lepidopterologists. In the field collected samples and observations were applied by him in publications concerning systematics, 
zoogeography and faunistic studies of butterflies (Rhopalocera). He described 17 new species and subspecies.                                              

In the historically difficult times, during which he was destined to work, he had the courage to establish foreign scientific contacts 
with many lepidopterologists from the entire Europe, Japan, New Zealand, USA and South America. He actively participated at 
Entomological Symposium for Central Europe in Opava, Görlitz and Budapest. For a number of times he visited Poland and DDR 
(eastern Berlin and Dresden).  Later, when trips abroad became ordinary, he visited science centres and museums of natural history 
of Western Europe and USA.

Yuri was a member of the Polish Entomological Society, honourary member of the Spanish-Latin American Entomological Soci-
ety since 1973, Madrid and in 2007 was selected as a honourary member of European Lepidopterological Society SEL. Yuri was 
member of several entomological editorial boards, among others of „Nota Lepidopterologica“ „Вестник Зоологии”, „Збiрник 
Праць Зоологiчного Музею”, „Гидробиологический Журнал” and „Фауна Үкраїни”.                 

Except for active participation in lepidopterological specialty, processed the history of entomology of Ukraine and Caucasus. For 
10 years expanded his interests in philosophy, history as well as fiction. He translated into Ukrainian the books of a famous writer 

Dr.Yuri Nekrutenko (mitte) mit Harry van Oorschot (links) und 
P. Dr. Siegbert Wagener (rechts) in Marktleuthen, am 10.IX.1994.
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Michail Bulhakov:” Notes of valet - dramatic novel“, „White Army”, as well as his best known novel “Master and Margerita” 
from Russian, in original orthography from 1928. 
He also assembled and published the entire collection of commentaries of the production of the above mentioned author.

                                                                                                                     Jerzy S. Dąbrowski

                                                                                                                     PL-31-126 Kraków, ul. Grabowskiego 8/4,
                                                                                                                     e-mail: jerzydabrowski@poczta.onet.pl
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