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Entomological sciences suffered a severe loss on the 13th May 1998. This was because of the 
death of Anna Zakharovna Osytshnjuk, one of the most eminent contemporary experts on wild 
bees.

A. Z. Osytshnjuk was born on 25 Sept. 1926 in 
the village of Bandurovka, Kirovograd District, 
Ukraine. Her parents were peasants. After 
graduating from secondary school in 1946 she 
went to the Shevchenko Kiev State University, 
where she took a 5-ycar course at the Faculty of 
Biology and Soil Science and specialised in 
entomology. Soon she started research on wild 
bees and devoted all her scientific activities to this 
task. During her studies at the University she 
carried out many field experiments with wild 
bees, enthusiastically and with the characteristic 
diligence, even in her spare time. She participated 
in many large scientific expeditions, studying the 
fauna, life cycles and behaviour o f the Apoidea of 
the various natural landscapes of the vast 
territories of the former USSR, from the Polish 
border to the Russian Far East.

She collected many new species and studied the ecology and systematics of many families 
o f the Apoidea, particularly of the Colletidae and Andrenidae.

In 1952 Anna Zakharovna graduated from the university and started postgraduate studies at 
the Schmalhausen Institute of Zoology of the National Academy of Science of Ukraine. In
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1955 she received a Ph.D. in biology for research on wild bees. Then A. Z. Osytshnjuk 
continued her research, first as a junior researcher at the Department o f General Entomology 
and since 1962 as a senior researcher at the same department.

A. Z. Osytshnjuk published four monographs and over 60 papers in a number of scientific 
journals and other publications. Throughout her carrier Anna Zakharovna replenished the 
collections o f the Apoidea of the above-mentioned Institute. Now they include nearly 1300 
species with 1401 type specimens, most of them described by her.

Anna Zakharovna carried out a great work associated with scientific supervision of 
postgraduate students. Nine of her pupils obtained a Ph.D. in biology. Anna Zakharovna was 
also frequently asked for expert advice (e.g. for identification of bee specimens) by many 
scientific and business institutions.

Anna Zakharovna almost until her last days of life had been writing a key to species o f the 
genus Andrena  of the Palacarctic Region for the München Zoologische Staatssammlung. She 
managed to finish the main part of this fundamental work.

Anna Zakharovna was a very modest and well-disposed colleague, so it is a very painful 
loss to all the entomologists who knew this eminent hymcnopterologist.
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