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Dedication

This volume is dedicated to Gernot Rabeder on the occasion of his 80th birthday. We, his friends, 
colleagues and students wish him all the best and hope he enjoys this compilation in his honour.

Gernot Rabeder was born on September 11th 1939 in Linz (Upper Austria) just minutes before his 
twin brother Gisbert. Both went to the primary school in Bad Ischl where it was safer for children 
during the Second World War. There his love of and interest in the Alpine area evolved and, there-
fore, it is no surprise that Gernot decided to join the mountain troops during his military service 
between 1958 and 1959. The brothers became experts in mountaineering and wrote several books 
about hiking routes in the Austrian Alps (Totes Gebirge, Dachstein, Niedere Tauern).

In 1959 Gernot Rabeder enrolled in the study of college training for biology and mathematics at the 
University of Vienna but during his Ph.D. he strictly focused on the field of palaeontology and fin-
ished in 1970 with the topic “Die Insectivora und Chiroptera von Hundsheim (Alt-Pleistozän)”.

Six years later his habilitation followed with a detailed description of the complex karstic fissures of 
Deutsch-Altenburg and its carnivores (Early Pleistocene) supervised by Erich Thenius, an expert in 
mammalian palaeontology.

Stratigraphic work continued in various loess sites such as Stranzendorf and Krems and lead to a 
fruitful cooperation between the Department of Pre- and Early History, Department of Anthropolo-
gy and the Department of Isotopic Research at the University of Vienna.

In 1979 Gernot Rabeder, still enthusiastic about micro-mammals, concentrated on the probably 
most important mammal in the Austrian Pleistocene, the cave bear. His first excavation started in 
the Ramesch Knochenhöhle 40 years ago where the remains of this cave bear showed significant 
differences to other cave bears. Many years of excavation followed in Austria as well as abroad 
(Switzerland, Germany, Italy, Croatia, Slovenia, Slovakia, Ukraine and Greece). 

The cooperation with Michael Hofreiter accelerated his insights into this fascinating group and ge-
netic analyses of the cave bears changed the systematics completely. To give this new information a 
stronger platform he, together with Jörg Müller (Chur), initialised the first International Cave Bear 
Symposium 25 years ago and it has had a meeting every year since with participants from Spain to 
Russia and from Greece to Sweden.
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He focused more on the Pleistocene and included in his studies different aspects of bears such as 
brown bear evolution or bear teeth as jewellery in Palaeolithic sites. He broadened his research from 
beavers in France to woolly rhinos from Germany, always looking for palaeoecological as well as 
palaeogeographical information.

In 1988 Gernot Rabeder became full professor for palaeobiology at the Department of Palaeontolo-
gy at the University of Vienna. Twice he was named president of the Austrian Palaeontological So-
ciety (1988-1990 and 1996-1998), was Head of the Department of Palaeontology from 1995-1999 
and Head of the Commission for Quaternary Research at the Austria Academy of Sciences from 
1992 till 2014. Gernot Rabeder gained emeritus status in 2007.

An important part of his life was the communication of research in form of exhibitions. He organ-
ized, and was the scientific advisor of, several exhibitions in Linz, Grundlsee, Bad Aussee, Salzburg 
and San Kassian (South Tirol) just to name a few. 

He held over 15 different lectures at the university all concerning palaeontology, speleology and 
evolution. Gernot Rabeder supervised many master students, Ph.D. students and, as the curriculum 
changed, also bachelor students. He nurtured their interest in caves and fossils, taught them how to 
excavate and inspired them to publish their thesis, and most importantly, he always supported their 
scientific career. No wonder most of them are still his friends and colleagues, always returning to 
take part in fieldwork or conferences. A Festschrift was compiled in 2005 (his 65th birthday) and a 
note of honour in 2009 (his 70th birthday).

His retirement/rest has nothing to do with rest but as he puts it ‘it is more of an unrestment’. 
Many excavations and publications followed such as Ajdovska Jama and Vazecka cave (Slove-
nia), Steigelfadbalm near Luzern, Wildkirchli, Wildenmannisloch and Drachenloch (Switzerland), 
Arzberghöhle, Torsteinhöhlen, Pendling-Bärenhöhle, Gauerblick-Höhle, Leopoldinen-Höhle, Frau-
enhöhle, Repolusthöhle, Lurgrotte, Bärenfalle (Totes Gebirge), Flatzer Bärenhöhle and the most 
recent one: the Schwaigerhöhle.

We, his friends, colleagues and students, want to thank him for all he has done for us, for his knowl-
edge, inspiration, insight, patience, help and most of all his humour. We hope to share this for many 
more years to come!

Doris Nagel, Nadja Kavcik-Graumann, Doris Döppes, Martina Pacher
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emer. Univ. Prof. Dr. Gernot Rabeder
Department of Palaeontology
University of Vienna

Curriculum vitae 

Born 11. September 1939 in Linz/ Donau (Upper Austria).
Parents: Dkfm. Friedrich and Maria Rabeder, 4 brothers and sisters
1969: Married to Ilse, born Plech
1970: Birth of daughter Sigrid
1981: Birth of daughter Sibylle
four grand-children

Education:

1945 – 1949: Primary school (Volksschule) in Bad Ischl and Linz – Urfahr
1949 – 1950: Elementary school (Hauptschule) in Linz – Urfahr
1950 – 1958: High school (Bundesgymnasium) in Linz, Spittelwiese
1958 – 1959: Military service (mountain troops)
1959 – 1966: Study of college training-degree at the Faculty of Philosophy/University of Vienna
1966: Teachership-degree for biology and mathematics
1966 – 1970: Studying for Doctoral degree
1970: Doctor of Philosophy (Paleontology and Geology). Thesis: “The insectivores and chiropteres 
from Hundsheim (Early Pleistocene)“

Career:

1966 – 1967: Assistant at the Institute of Paleontology/University of Vienna
1967 – 1988: Assistant professor at the Department of Paleontology/University of Vienna
1976: Habilitation: Thesis “The carnivores from  Deutsch Altenburg 2 (Early Pleistocene), with 
contributions to the systematic of mustelides and canides”. Venia legendi in paleozoology
1985: Qualification as senior lecturer (Extraordinarius)
1988: Full professor of paleontology and paleobiology at the Department of Palaeontology (Univer-
sity of Vienna)
1992: Head Commission of Quarternary Research Austrian Academy of Sciences
1995 – 1999: Head of the Department of Palaeontology, University of Vienna
1988 – 1990 and 1996–1998: President of the Austrian Palaeontological Association
2007: Emeritus status
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Publications since 2005:

2018
Alberti, F., Gonzalez, J., Paijmans, J. L. A., Basler, N., Preick, M., Henneberger, K., ... Barlow, A. 
(2018). Optimized DNA sampling of ancient bones using Computed Tomography scans. Molecular 
Ecology Resources, 18(6), 1196-1208. https://doi.org/10.1111/1755-0998.12911
Barlow, A., Cahill, J. A., Hartmann, S., Theunert, C., Xenikoudakis, G., Fortes, G. G., ... Hofreiter, M. 
(2018). Partial genomic survival of cave bears in living brown bears. Nature Ecology & Evolution, 2, 
1563–1570. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41559-018-0654-8
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W. (2018). Extinction pattern of Alpine cave bears: new data and climatological interpretation. Histori-
cal Biology: an international journal of paleobiology, 31(4), 422-428. https://doi.org/10.1080/08912963.
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Spötl, C., Reimer, P. J., Rabeder, G., & Ramsey, C. B. (2018). Radiocarbon constraints on the age of the
world’s highest-elevation Cave-Bear population, conturines Cave (Dolomites, Northern Italy). Radio-
carbon: an international journal of cosmogenic isotope research, 60(1), 299-307. https://doi.org/10.1017/
RDC.2017.60
Ramos, A. P., Kupczik, K., Van Heteren, A., Rabeder, G., Grandal-d’Anglade, A., Pastor, F., ... Figuei-
rido, B. (2018). A three-dimensional analysis of tooth-root morphology in living bears and implications
for feeding behaviour in the extinct cave bear. Historical Biology: an international journal of paleobiolo-
gy.
Knaus, T., Schopf, B., Frischauf, C., & Rabeder, G. (2018). Die fossilen Bären der Schlenkendurch-
gangshöhle bei Bad Vigaun (Osterhorngruppe, Salzburg). Die Höhle: Zeitschrift für Karst und Höhlen-
kunde, 69(1-4).
Rabeder, G., Döppes, D., Frischauf, C., Kavcik-Graumann, N., Kromer, B., Lindauer, S., ... Rosendahl,
W. (2018). Extinction pattern of Alpine cave bears, new data and climatological interpretation. Aragonit,
Sprava slovenskych jaskyn, 22(1:21).
Barlow, A., Gonzales-Fortes, G., Dalén, L., Pinhasi, R., Gasparyan, B., Rabeder, G., ... Hofreiter, M.
(2018). Massive influence of DNA isolation and library preparation approaches on palaeogenomic se-
quencing data. Molecular Ecology Resources.
Nagel, D., Kavcik-Graumann, N., & Rabeder, G. (2018). Subtropical steppe inhabitants in the Late
Pleistocene cave faunas of Eastern Middle Europe. Aragonit, Sprava slovenskych jaskyn, 22.
Rabeder, G., Kavcik-Graumann, N., & Fabbricatore, A. (2018). The bears of Grotta dell’Orso di Ga-
brovizza near Trieste (Italy). Fossil bear remains of the collection Ludwig Karl Moser at the Natural
History Museum Vienna. Postersitzung präsentiert bei 24th International Cave Bear Symposium , Che-
pelare, Bulgarien.
Alscher, M., Frischauf, C., Kavcik-Graumann, N., & Rabeder, G. (2018). The cave bears of Dachstein.
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A revision of the bear fauna from the Schreiberwandhöhle (2250, Dachstein-Massif). Postersitzung prä-
sentiert bei 24th International Cave Bear Symposium , Chepelare, Bulgarien.
Frischauf, C., Nielsen, E., & Rabeder, G. (2018). The cave bears (Ursidae, Mammalia) from Steigelfad-
balm near Vitznau (Cantone of Lucerne, Switzerland). Acta Zoologica Cracoviensia , 60(2). 
2017
Kanta, N., Kavcik-Graumann, N., Lindenbauer, J., Pacher, M., & Rabeder, G. (2017). A new hyena cave 
in St. Margarethen (Burgenland, Austria). Aragonit.
Fortes, G. G., Grandal-d‘Anglade, A., Kolbe, B., Fernandes, D., Meleg, I. N., Garcia-Vasquez, A., ... Ra-
beder, G. (2017). Insights into bear behaviour from a DNA data. Aragonit, Sprava slovenskych jaskyn. 
Alberti, F., Gonzalez, J., Paijmans, J. L. A., Basler, N., Preick, M., Henneberger, K., ... Rabeder, G. 
(2017). Optimising DNA recovery from cave bear bones. Aragonit, Sprava slovenskych jaskyn, 22/1. 
Rabeder, G., Frischauf, C., & Nielsen, E. (2017). Steigelfadbalm, eine fossilführende Bärenhöhle in der 
Nagelfluh der Rigi bei Luzern (Zentralschweiz). Die Höhle: Zeitschrift für Karst und Höhlenkunde. 
Knaus, T., Schopf, B., Frischauf, C., Kavcik-Graumann, N., & Rabeder, G. (2017). The cave bears from 
Schlenken-Durchgangshöhle (Schlenken Passage Cave, Osterhorn Massiv, Salzburg, Austria). (S. 13-
14). Aragonit.
2016
Fortes, G. G., Grandal-d‘Anglade, A., Kolbe, B., Fernandes, D., Meleg, I. N., García-Vázquez, A., ... 
Barlow, A. (2016). Ancient DNA reveals differences in behaviour and sociality between brown bears 
and extinct cave bears. Molecular Ecology, 25(19), 4907-18. https://doi.org/10.1111/mec.13800
Kavcik-Graumann, N., Nagel, D., Rabeder, G., Ridush, B., & Withalm, G. (2016). The bears of Illinka 
cave near Odessa (Ukraine). Cranium, 18-25. 
Krajcarz, M., Pacher, M., Krajcarz, M. T., Laughlan, L., Rabeder, G., Sabol, M., ... Bocherens, H. 
(2016). Isotopic variability of cave bears (δ15N, δ13C) across Europe during MIS 3. Quaternary Sci-
ence Reviews, 131(Part A), 51-72. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quascirev.2015.10.028
Rabeder, G., Frischauf, C., & Pacher, M. (2016). A new reference of Ursus deningeroides in Lower 
Austria. Cranium, 33, 8-13. 
Döppes, D., Rosendahl, W., Friedrich, R., Lindauer, S., Rabeder, G., Frischauf, C., & Krutter, S. (2016). 
Bärenfalle - new results of the highest cave lion site from Austria. Postersitzung präsentiert bei 58th an-
nual Meeting in Budapest, Budapest, Ungarn.
Rabeder, G., & Frischauf, C. (2016). Fossile Bären in Höhlen. in C. Spötl, L. Plan, & E. Christian 
(Hrsg.), Karst und Höhlen in Österreich (S. 183-198). Oberösterreichisches Landesmuseum Linz. 
Frischauf, C., Gockert, R., Kavcik-Graumann, N., & Rabeder, G. (2016). “Kiskevély knifes” indicate 
the menu of Alpine cave bears - Comparative studies on wedge shaped defects of canines and incisors. 
Cranium, 33(1), 14-17. 
Xenikoudais, G., Barlow, A., Anijalg, P., Saarma, U., Murtskhvaladze, M., Skrbinsek, T., ... Shapiro, B. 
(2016). Paleogenomics and the history of the eurasian brown bears.. Beitrag in 22nd International Cave 
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Bear Symposium in Kletno, Kletno, Polen.
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Pacher, M., & Rabeder, G. (2016). The leopard (Panthera pardus), the rare huntr of the Alpine area 
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Unexpected ! New AMS datings from austrian cave bear sites. Cranium, 33, 26-30. 
2015
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ten und forschungsergebniss von Ursus ingressus. Mitteilungen des Vereines für Höhlenkunde in Ober-
steier, 32-34. 
Dabrowska, P., & Rabeder, G. (2015). Evolutionary trends on cave bears teeth and bones from the sedi-
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Cave Bear Symposium in Hellevoetsluis, Hellevoetsluis, Niederlande.
Krajcarz, M., Pacher, M., Laughlan, L., & Rabeder, G. (2015). Geographical variation of stable isotopes 
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Semriach (Steiermark). in Die Höhle 
Gockert, R., & Rabeder, G. (2015). “Kiskevély knifes” indicate the menu of cave bears. Comparative 
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Frischauf, C., & Rabeder, G. (2015). Pathologies, degeneration and the extinction pattern of Alpine cave 
bears.. Beitrag in 21th International Cave Bear Symposium in Hellevoetsluis, Hellevoetsluis, Niederlan-
de.
Kavcik-Graumann, N., Nagel, D., Rabeder, G., Ridush, B., & Withalm, G. (2015). The bears from Ilian-
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Alscher, M., Kavcik-Graumann, N., & Rabeder, G. (2015). The cave bears from the Brettstein-Bären-
höhle in Totes Gebirge.. Beitrag in 21th International Cave Bear Symposium in Hellevoetsluis, Helle-
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