In Memoriam

Walter Steinhausen (1919-2015)

Theo Michael Schmitt (Germany)

Walter Steinhausen was born in Dresden-Ubigau
(Saxony, Germany) on 17" March, 1919. Only after WWII,
he could enter university and study Zoology, Botany,
and Ecology at Hannover and Braunschweig. From the
latter university he received his doctoral degree (Dr. rer.
nat.) in 1950. In February, 1951, he found a position at the
Schering company in West-Berlin, where he lived and
worked for more than 30 years. The focus of his work was
pest control, especially in the Tropics. For five years, he
worked in Colombia and other South American countries.
From 1963 his task was to test chemical agents against
spider mites (Tetranychidae). After 1970, he established a
documentation and a database on the success of
different pest control methods and chemicals. He retired
in 1981 and returned then to his old love, leaf beetles
(Klausnitzer 2012).

Walter Steinhausen published on applied topics and
on morphology and taxonomy of Chrysomelidae,
especially Cassidinae. A major part of his publications is
devoted to structure and mode of life of leaf beetle larvae.
He raised and observed larvae of numerous species and
described their habits and their morphological
peculiarities. Towards the end of his period of publication
he authored several extensive and detailed studies on
morphology and taxonomy of chrysomelid pupae.

Walter passed away on 25™ December, 2015. His
collection is housed at the Zoologische Sammlung des
Bayerischen Staates, Munich, Germany.
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Fig. 1. Walter Steinhausen, at the meeting of the 14"
Symposium Internationale Entomofaunisticum Europae
Centralis (SIEEC), 9 September, 1994, Munich.
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