
Preface

This volume is dedicated to a scientist, who during the past

four decades transformed the herpetology collection of

Museum Koenig into one of the most prominent European

research facilities for reptile systematics and biology. Un-

der his management, the comparatively young collection

of reptiles and amphibians in Bonn has grown tenfold and

became one of the most important ones in Germany. More-

over, he dedicated his time and energy not only to science,

but also to the development of the institute, which has been

his second home. Thanks to his commitment and person-

ality, he became the undisputed head of the vertebrate de-

partment, which he still leads today. He also was, and still

is, the link between the museum and the many experts

among laypersons, who contribute substantially to the

growth of scientific knowledge and otherwise shy from

direct contact with professionals. With the same spirit he

cooperated with the Alexander Koenig Gesellschaft, the

friends of the museum society.

Wolfgang Bohme is a passionate zoologist whose enthu-

siasm infected several generations of students, many of

which later became successful scientists themselves. He
regularly takes students on field courses, where he teach-

es them how to discover, observe and capture snakes,

lizards and frogs, as well as identify other animals such

as grasshoppers and bees. His favourite destination for this

purpose has always been Lake Neusiedl that became a

popular destination among biology students in Bonn.

Wolfgang Bohme frequently invited like-minded zoolo-

gists from other countries to work with him in Bonn or

to attend German conferences, and it was obvious that he

was thrilled for the opportunity to learn of other people's

discoveries out of pure fascination by animals and with-

out any jealousy.

During the past 40 years, the Museum's directors were

grateful for his public-relations work. He frequently of-

fered evening lectures for the general public with an en-

joyable combination of adventure, discovery, and Bohme's

characteristic humour. He authored popular articles for the

media and for the institute's series "Tier und Museum"
(later "Koenigiana"), a publication for which he acted as

an editor. Similarly, he was always ready to take part in

non-scientific events, where he participated in activities

such as reading poems by his ancestor Wilhelm Busch,

whose funny bone he obviously inherited.

With this volume on the occasion of his retirement from

official duties, we want to thank him for his outstanding

contribution to herpetology and to the development ofMu-
seum Koenig. I hope this is just the beginning of a new
period of active research, for which we will always have

a space available for him in our institute.

J. Wolfgang Wagele (Director)

Bonn, November 2010
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