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Micromus variegatus (FABRICIUS 1793)
(Neuroptera, Hemerobiidae) in Norway1

L. GREVE

Abstract: Within a period of 15 years, altogether 22 specimens of Micromus variegatus (FABRICIUS 1793) from 7 lo-
calities have been collected in SW Norway. The locality at AK Nesodden, Fagerstrand is the northernmost record
from Europe.
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M. variegatus is a distinctive species of the family
Hemerobiidae with a wide distribution in Europe, more-
over it has been recorded in Northern Iran and Japan. In
northern Europe M. variegatus was recorded from South-
ern Sweden, north to Västergötland, and Denmark (As-
PÖCK et al. 1980), until the species was recorded as new
to Norway (GREVE 1988) based on one male netted near
Grimstad, the province of Aust-Agder (AAY), Norway
in 1984. M. variegatus was first considered to be very rare
in Norway due to the fact that no other specimens had
been caught in different surveys in the Oslofjord area.
Also, there was a theoretical possibility of a windblown
migration from Denmark across the Skagerak.

In the last fifteen years, however, the following ma-
terial of M. variegatus has been collected:

0 Borge: Borge Varde EIS 20, 26 Aug 1992, net, l a leg. T. J.
Olsen; Hvaler: Asmalpy Huser, EIS 12, Aug. 1995, LT, 1 9 leg.
B. M. Fjellstad; Sarpsborg: Räkil EIS 20 Tune 1 May 2001, net,
lc leg. T. J. Olsen. AK Nesodden: Fagerstrand EIS 28 14-15.
Aug. 2000, LT, lc ; 26-27 Aug. 2001 LT 2o-o-; 7-8. Aug. 2002,
LT, lo- 1 9; 4-5 Sept. 2002, LT, lcr; 6-7 Aug. 2003, LT, 1 9;
12-13 Aug. 2003, LT, l c 1 9 ; 20-21 Aug. 2003, LT, lo-; 21-22
Aug. 2003, LT, lo-; 24-25 Aug. 2003, LT, lo-; 5 or 7. Sept. 2003,
LT, ltf; 14-15 Sept. 2003, LT, 2 9 9; 15-16 Sept. 2003, LT, 1 9
leg. S. Kobro. VE Tjome: Gon EIS 19 31 May 1990 lc , Sande
7 Aug. 1993 1 9 leg. A. Fjellberg. LT = Lighttrap.

This is a total of 21 specimens from 6 localities.

M. variegatus has a distinctly southern distribution in
Fennoscandia, recorded from southern Sweden and
southern Norway only. HEDSTROEM (1987, 1989) pub-
lished two reports on new insect finds including new
records of Neuroptera from Swedish areas, but M. varie-
gatus was not commented on. The Norwegian records
from Fagerstrand is the northernmost recorded from Eu-

rope, and the Norwegian distribution is located in the
South-East, mostly areas around the Oslofjord and fur-
ther south to the town Grimstad in the west.

During the time 1988-1996 32 species of Neuroptera
were collected in the light trap at Fagerstrand (GREVE &
KOBRO 1998). The collection with the light trap has
been continued, and M. variegatus was for the first time
collected in the light trap in year 2000, and it was also
collected in the three following years, including the sum-
mer 2003.

Light trapping of M. variegatus is obviously an effec-
tive method in Norway since ten males and seven fe-
males have been collected by lighttrapping compared to
only four males (including the male from Grimstad) and
one female by netting and Malaise trapping. Two males
were collected in early spring, while the others were col-
lected from the first week of August until the middle of
September.
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Zusammenfassung
In einem Zeitraum von 15 Jahren wurden insgesamt

22 Individuen von Micromus variegatus (FABRICIUS,
1793) von sieben Fundorten in SW Norwegen gesam-
melt. Der Fund von AK Nesodden, Fragestrand ist der
nördlichste Nachweis von Europa.
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