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Notes on Lucanidae of the Republic of Seychelles
(Coleoptera: Scarabaeoidea)

M. MADL & P. MATYOT

A b s t r a c t : In the Republic of Seychelles the family Lucanidae is represented by
two genera and four species. Three species are known only from Inner Seychelles (or
Seychelles proper) and one species from Aldabra. New collecting data on Aegus
chelifer MACLEAY 1819 and Figulus magnus BENESH 1955 are presented. A key to the
species is proposed.

K e y  w o r d s : Lucanidae, Aegus, Figulus, catalogue, new records, Seychelles.

Introduction

The islands of the Malagasy Subregion excluding Madagascar have a depauperate stag
beetle fauna with only few species, but with several endemic ones. The highest number
of species (five) is known from Mauritius (GOMY (2000: 57)). There are no records of
Lucanidae from the coralline islands in the western Indian Ocean except Aldabra.
During our study of the Hymenoptera of the Inner Seychelles or Seychelles proper some
specimens of stag beetles have been collected on Mahé, the main island. The material,
which is deposited in the Naturhistorisches Museum in Vienna, contains only two
species, Aegus chelifer MACLEAY 1819 and Figulus magnus BENESH 1955. In addition,
references is made to a specimen of Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912 found on
Silhouette in 1990.
We have also updated the catalogue of the Seychellean Lucanidae recently published by
GERLACH (2009a). Papers and books, which were not available at the libraries of the
Naturhistorischens Museum in Vienna, are listed in the chapter References and are
indicated "not seen".

Key to the species of Lucanidae in the Republic of Seychelles

1 Pronotum without longitudinal medial groove, coarsely and densely punctured; elytral
width at least 8 mm ........................................................................................Aegus chelifer

- Pronotum with longitudinal medial groove, shiny and smooth; elytral width at most 8
mm ......................................................................................................................................2

2 Antennae with nine segments..............................................................Figulus seychellensis
- Antennae with ten segments................................................................................................3

© Biologiezentrum Linz/Austria; download unter www.biologiezentrum.at



1216

3 Frons with small tubercle; sides of pronotum with fine punctures; mandibles as long as
head. Inner Seychelles................................................................................. Figulus magnus

- Frons without tubercle; sides of pronotum with coarse punctures; mandibles shorter
than head. Aldabra .......................................................................................Figulus striatus

Annotated Catalogue

Subfamily D o r c i n a e

Aegus chelifer MACLEAY 1819
Aegus chelifer MACLEAY 1819: CARPANETO et al. 2010: 174 (biol., Mahé, Cerf, Ile du Nord,

Praslin, La Digue), 175 (fig. 1), 176 (fig. 2), 177 (tax., biol.).
M a t e r i a l  e x a m i n e d : Mahé: Victoria, Hermitage 1� 23.5.2003 leg. P. Matyot – Victoria,

La Rosière 2�� Decembre 2003 leg. P. Matyot – Anse aux Pins, La Roussette 1� 10.5.2003, 1�
22.3.2011 leg. M. Madl.

D i s t r i b u t i o n : Inner Seychelles: Mahé, Cerf, Ile du Nord, Praslin, La Digue.
Aegus chelifer is widely distributed in the Oriental Region. This species arrived in
Seychelles probably some years before 2003. The hypothesis put forward by CARPANETO
et al. (2010: 177), according to which the species may arrived in flotsam deposited by the
December 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami is therefore not borne out. In the vicinity of
Victoria on Mahé often lands near artificial lighting at night, especially after rain.

Subfamily F i g u l i n a e

Figulus magnus BENESH 1955
Figulus magnus n.sp.: BENESH 1955: 62 (descr., biol., Seychelles), 76 (fig. 8).
Figulus magnus BENESH 1955: BENESH 1960: 154 (cat.).
Figulus magnus BENESH 1955: MAES 1992: 39 (cat.).
Figulus magnus BENESH 1955: KRAJCIK 2001: 11 (cat.).
Figulus magnus BENESH 1955: KRAJCIK 2003: 79 (cat.).
Figulus magnus BENESH 1955: BARTOLOZZI & WERNER 2004: 31 (cat., fig. 33).
Figulus magnus BENESH 1955: GERLACH 2009a: 79 (key, tax., Silhouette).
Figulus magnus BENESH 1955: GERLACH 2009b: 219 (red list).
Figulus magnus BENESH 1955: MONTE & BARTALOZZI 2010: 2 (cat., key), 4 (tax., descr. � �,

biol., Mahé, Silhouette, Praslin), 5 (fig. 3), 6 (fig. 4).
Figulus magnus BENESH 1955: CARPANETO et al. 2010: 176 (cat.).
*Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): FAIRMAIRE 1893: 323 (Seychelles).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): ALLUAUD 1900: 298 (Mahé).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789) (group A): SCOTT 1912: 218, 219, 221 (tax., biol., Mahé,

Silhouette, Praslin).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789) (var. A): SCOTT 1933: 334 (tax., Seychelles).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): DIDIER & SÉGUY 1953: 183 (cat. partim).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): MIZUNUMA & NAGAI 1994: pl. 136 (figs. 647-1, 2), 300 (cat.

partim).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): GERLACH, MATYOT & SAARISTO 1997: 32 (cat. Silhouette).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): GERLACH 2003: 20 (biol., Silhouette).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): GERLACH 2009a: 79 (tax., Mahé, Silhouette, Praslin).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): GERLACH 2009b: 219 (red list partim).
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H o s t  p l a n t : Arecaceae: Cocos nucifera LINNAEUS 1753, Lodoicea maldivica
(GMELIN 1791).
M a t e r i a l  e x a m i n e d :  Mahé: Victoria, Hermitage 1 ex. 15.8.2003 leg. P. Matyot.
D i s t r i b u t i o n : Inner Seychelles: Mahé, Silhouette, Praslin.
Endemic. The record from Seychelles by FAIRMAIRE (1893) is not cited in MARIE &
LESNE (1917). Figulus magnus is not mentioned in MIZUNUMA & NAGAI (1994).

Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912
Figulus seychellensis n.sp.: SCOTT 1912: 217 (tab.: distr.), 222 (descr., biol., Mahé, Silhouette).
Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912: SCOTT 1933: 337 (biol.).
Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912: DIDIER & SÉGUY 1953: 183 (cat.).
Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912: BENESH 1955: 60 (tax., Silhouette), 76 (figs. 1, 3).
Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912: BENESH 1960: 28 (cat.).
Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912: MAES 1992: 40 (cat.).
Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912: GERLACH, MATYOT & SAARISTO 1997: 32 (cat. Silhouette).
Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912: KRAJCIK 2001: 13 (cat.).
Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912: KRAJCIK 2003: 83 (cat.).
Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912: BARTOLOZZI & WERNER 2004: 35 (cat., figs. 37, 38).
Figulus (Figulinus) seychellensis SCOTT 1912: BOMANS 2007: 379 (tax.).
Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912: GERLACH 2009a: 79 (key, tax., Mahé, Silhouette).
Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912: GERLACH 2009b: 219 (red list).
Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912: MONTE & BARTALOZZI 2010: 2 (cat., key), 9 (tax., descr. � �,

fig. 6, biol., Silhouette), 10 (fig. 7).
Figulus seychellensis SCOTT 1912: CARPANETO et al. 2010: 176 (cat.).
*Figulus striatus braueri n.ssp.: KRIESCHE 1922: 130 (descr., Mahe).
Figulus striatus var. braueri KRIESCHE 1922: DIDIER & SÉGUY 1953: 183 (cat.).
Figulus striatus var. braueri KRIESCHE 1922: BENESH 1960: 28 (syn. of Figulus striatus).
Figulus striatus braueri KRIESCHE 1922: KRAJCIK 2001: 13 (syn.).

H o s t  p l a n t : Dilleniaceae: Dillenia ferruginea (BAILLON 1865).
M a t e r i a l  e x a m i n e d :  Silhouette: crest above Jardin Marron 1 ex. July 1990 leg. P.

Matyot & G. Floater
D i s t r i b u t i o n : Inner Seychelles: Mahé, Silhouette.
Endemic. This species is not mentioned in MIZUNUMA & NAGAI (1994). The specimen
was collected in humus inside a hollow log.

Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789)
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): KOLBE 1910: 22 (biol., Mahé).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789) (group B): SCOTT 1912: 217 (tab.: distr. partim), 220 (tax.,

Aldabra).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789) (var. B): SCOTT 1933: 334 (tax., Aldabra).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): DIDIER & SÉGUY 1953: 183 (cat. partim).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): MAES 1992: 41 (cat.).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): MIZUNUMA & NAGAI 1994: pl. 136 (figs. 647-1, 2), 300 (cat.).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): BARTOLOZZI & WERNER 2004: 36 (cat., figs. 39-41, Aldabra not

mentioned).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): GERLACH 2009a: 79 (Aldabra).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): GERLACH 2009b: 219 (red list partim).
Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): MONTE & BARTALOZZI 2010: 2 (cat., key), 11 (tax., descr. � �,

12 (fig. 8), 13 (fig. 9).
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Figulus striatus (OLIVIER 1789): CARPANETO et al. 2010: 176 (cat.).

D i s t r i b u t i o n : Aldabra Group: Aldabra.
Figulus striatus, an endemic species of the Malagasy Subregion, is also recorded from
Madagascar, Réunion, Mauritius and Rodrigues.
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Zusammenfassung

Die Familie Lucanidae ist in der Republik der Seychellen mit zwei Gattungen und vier Arten
vertreten. Drei Arten kommen nur auf den Seychellen (oder Inner Seychelles) vor und eine Art nur
auf Aldabra. Funddaten von Aegus chelifer MACLEAY 1819 und Figulus magnus BENESH 1955
werden mitgeteilt. Ein Bestimmungsschlüssel zu den Arten wird vorgeschlagen.
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Table 1: Distribution of the the species in the Republic of Seychelles.

SPECIES INNER SEYCHELLES ALDABRA GROUP

 Mahé Cerf Silhouette
Ile du
Nord Praslin La Digue Aldabra

Aegus chelifer nitidus ● ●  ● ● ●  

Figulus magnus ●  ●  ●   

Figulus seychellensis ●  ●     

Figulus striatus       ●
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