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Figs 1-3. Microscapha nepalensis sp.n., holotype. 1. habitus (dorsal view); 2. antenna; 3. bind tibia and tarsus. Scales:

0.5 mm.

to 9th; Joint 1 1 1 .4x longer than 1 Oth and than width. Head finely and sparsely punctured and very delicately

transversaly shagreened. Eyes transversa, flat, strongly emarginate anteriorly, interocular distance 1.5-1.7x

shorter than transverse diameter of the eye. Pronotum 1.7-1.9x broader than head and 1.85x broader than

long, maximum width at base, both anterior and posterior corners rounded, latter expressed more distinctly

than former, lateral edge entirely rimmed. Base of pronotum laterally without rim, distinctly bisinuate, with

medial part broadly protruding and another poorly developed concavity from each side of the base near the

corners. Surface of the pronotum convex, without paired impressions at base, very finely, medium-densely

punctured and very delicately transversely shagreened. Scutellum roundly-triangular. Elytra oblong-oval,

convex, 1.75x longer than maximum width. Base of elytra moderately and very finely punctured, these

punctures being a bit larger and denser than on pronotum. Apices of elytrae more densely and coarser

punctured, rounded, presutural furrow well developed. Elytral disk very delicately transversely shagree-

ned.

Prosternal process triangulär, considerably failing to reach the posterior edge of procoxae. Mesosternal

process dividing mesocoxae likewise significantly failing to reach the posterior margin of mesocoxae.

Mesothoracic keel in front of mesosternal process well-expressed. Metathorax considerably longer than first

visible abdominal sternite. Median metathoracic Impression line-shaped, only a bit broadened posteriorly

and only very slightly not reaching the mesocoxae. From each side of the median Impression in front of the
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metacoxae there are two short impressions directed obliquely forward and outward. Metathorax slightly

shining, finely and sparsely punctured on medial part, more densely punctured and distinctly transversely

shagreened on lateral parts. Metepisterna very strongly narrowed caudad, 3.1-3.2x longer than maximum
width. Anterior, almost impunctate part of metacoxae narrow,6-7x longer than wide, directed transversely

and somewhat obliquely out towards posterior edge of metepisterna, this part being 1.25x longer than

metepisterna. Abdomen dull, very finely punctured and delicately transversely shagreened.

Penultimate Joint of both fore and middle tarsi bilobed, but the tarsi in general not broadened. Metatibiae

short, subequal in length to tarsomere 1, the longer of metatibial spurs as long as 2/3 of the length of

tarsomere 1, subsequent three tarsomeres very shghtly shorter than first, with the second subequal to the

forth but considerably longer than the third (fig. 3).

Body length: 2.4 mm.

Relationships

Based on the available species key (NIKITSKY & BELOW 1982) and subsequent Information (SASAJI 1987),

the new species differs from the particularly closely related Microscapha malayana CHAMPION 1916 from

Pening/Malaya by the darker coloration, bichromous antennae, somev^^hat larger size (the coloration of

malayana is reddish-brown, the antennae are entirely pale, the body is 1 .72mm long), and from the Japanese

Microscapha isensis SASAJI 1987 by the darker vertigial part of the head and underside, darkened five (not

four) distal antennomeres, somewhat larger body size (1 .53-2.12mm in isensis), finer elytral punctuation, and
in other characters. All these species belong to a swarm of quite closely related forms, restricted to the tropical

and/or subtropical regions of Asia.

Acknowledgements

I wish to extend my cordial thanks to Prof. Dr. J. MARXENS (Mainz) and Dr. W. SCHAWALLER (Stuttgart)

for enabling me to study their exciting material and for their help in publishing this note.

Literature

MARTENS, J. 1984: Vertical distribution of Palaearctic and Oriental faunal components in the Nepal Himalayas. -

Erdwissenschaftl. Forsch. 18, 321-336.

NIKITSKY, N. B., BELOW, V. V. 1982: The false darkling beetle genus Microscapha LECONTE (Coleoptera,

Melandryidae). - Ann. hist.-nat. Mus. natn. Hung. 74, 141-150.

SASAJI, H. 1987: Contribution to the taxonomy of the superfamily Cucujoidea (Coleoptera) of Japan and the

adjacent districts. III. - Mem. Fac. Educ. Fukui Univ., ser. 2 (Nat. Sei) 37, 23-55.

Author's address:

Dr. Nikolai B. NIKITSKY
Zoological Museum
Herzen Street 6

Moscow K-9

Russia.

85

© Münchner Ent. Ges., Download from The BHL http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/; www.biologiezentrum.at



ZOBODAT - www.zobodat.at
Zoologisch-Botanische Datenbank/Zoological-Botanical Database

Digitale Literatur/Digital Literature

Zeitschrift/Journal: Mitteilungen der Münchner Entomologischen Gesellschaft

Jahr/Year: 1992

Band/Volume: 082

Autor(en)/Author(s): Nikitsky Nicolai B.

Artikel/Article: A new Microscapha from the Nepal Himalayas (Col. Melandryidae).
83-85

https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_series.php?id=7421
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_volumes.php?id=33269
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_articles.php?id=140790



