
In memoriam Wilhelm Kästner

D ie  A b te i lu n g  fü r  P ilz -  u n d  K rä u te rk u n d e  in  d e r  N a tu rh is to r is c h e n  G e s e l ls c h a f t  
N ü rn b e r g  e. V. b e t ra u e r t  d e n  T o d  ih re s  E h re n m itg l ie d s ,  S c h u lra t  a. D. W ilh e lm  K ä s t ­
n e r. E r v e r s c h ie d  a m  6. A u g u s t  1 9 7 6  k u rz  n a c h  s e in e m  8 8 . G e b u r ts ta g .
W ilh e lm  K ä s tn e r  t r a t  1 9 4 9  d e r  N H G  b e i u n d  w u rd e  a u f  G ru n d  s e in e r  V e rd ie n s te  u m  
d ie  P ilz fo r s c h u n g  in  M it te l f r a n k e n  z u m  E h re n m itg l ie d  d e r  P ilz a b te i lu n g  e rn a n n t. W ir  
h a b e n  in  ih m  e in e n  a u f re c h te n  u n d  d e n n o c h  b e s c h e id e n e n  M e n s c h e n  v e r lo re n ,  
d e r  w e g e n  s e in e s  re ic h e n  W is s e n s  a u f  d e m  G e b ie t  d e r  M y k o lo g ie  w e it  ü b e r  d ie  
G re n z e n  s e in e r  H e im a ts ta d t  F ü rth  h in a u s  b e k a n n t  u n d  a l ls e its  g e a c h te t  w a r. In m ü ­
h e v o l le r  K le in a r b e it  t ru g  e r  m it  s e in e n  o r ta n s ä s s ig e n  F re u n d e n  im  G e lä n d e  D a te n  
u n d  F a k te n  z u s a m m e n . Z u  H a u s e  e r fo lg te  d a n n  d a s  L i te ra tu rs tu d iu m  u n d  d a s  B e ­
s t im m e n  a n  H a n d  s e in e r  m ik r o s k o p is c h e n  A u s w e r tu n g e n .  S e in  s e it  1 9 4 9  g e fü h r te s  
F u n d b u c h  m it  d e m  T ite l „ P i lz v o rk o m m e n  im  G e b ie t  N ü rn b e rg -F ü r th  u n d  in  d e n  a n ­
g r e n z e n d e n  B e re ic h e n  v o n  M it te l- ,  O b e r -  u n d  U n te r fra n k e n  s o w ie  d e r  O b e r p fa lz “  
w ir d  v o n  u n s  h e u te  w e ite r g e fü h r t .  Es w e is t  in z w is c h e n  1 3 9 4  A r te n  a u f ;  d a v o n  s in d  

1 1 4 3  B a s id io m y c e te n ,  2 4 7  A s c o m y c e te n  u n d  4  M y x o m y c e te n .  D a s  F u n d b u c h  
d ie n t  d e m  A r b e it s k r e is  d e r  P i lz a b te i lu n g  a ls  G ru n d la g e  z u r  K a r t ie ru n g  d e r  in te r ­
n a t io n a l a u fg e ru fe n e n  G ro ß p ilz e  D e u ts c h la n d s .
In A n e r k e n n u n g  s e in e r  V e rd ie n s te  v e r ö f fe n t l ic h te  d ie  N a tu rh is to r is c h e  G e s e l l­
s c h a f t  „B e m e rk e n s w e r te  P ilz v o rk o m m e n  in  d e r  n ä h e re n  u n d  w e ite re n  U m g e b u n g  
v o n  N ü rn b e rg  u n d  F ü r th “  ( 1 9 6 3 )  u n d  „ N e u fu n d e  s e lte n e r  P i lz e “ (1 9 6 7 ) .
A ls  M i tg l ie d  d e r  D e u ts c h e n  G e s e l ls c h a f t  fü r  P ilz k u n d e  w a r  W ilh e lm  K ä s tn e r  b e s o n ­
d e rs  m it  H e r rn  S p ä th  u n d  F ra u  D r. E is fe ld e r  b e fre u n d e t .  Es v e rg in g  fa s t  k e in  J a h r,  
in  d e m  d ie s e  A r b e it s g r u p p e  n ic h t  d ie  S c h w ä b is c h e  A lb  m y k o lo g is c h  d u r c h ­
fo r s c h te .  M it  v ie le n  a n d e re n  n a m h a f te n  F o rs c h e rn  u n d  M itg lie d e r n  v e r b a n d  ih n  e in  
r e g e r  G e d a n k e n a u s ta u s c h .
A u f  n a t io n a le n  u n d  in te rn a t io n a le n  m y k o lo g is c h e n  T a g u n g e n  w a r e r e in  a n e rk a n n ­
te r  F a c h m a n n , d e s s e n  W o r t in  d e r  D is k u s s io n  g e h ö r t  w u rd e  u n d  b e i  d e r  A u s le g u n g  
p r o b le m h a f te r  S p e c ie s  G e w ic h t  h a tte .
E r k o r r e s p o n d ie r te  m it  v ie le n  e u ro p ä is c h e n  G e le h r te n  u n d  ü b e rs e tz te  d e re n  W e r­
k e  in s  D e u ts c h e . D a z u  g e h ö r te n  K ü h n e r  u n d  R o m a g n e s i,  P e a rs o n , M a a s  G e e s te ra -  
n u s , M m e . L e  G a l, J o s s e r a n d  s o w ie  J a k o b  E. L a n g e  u n d  v ie le  a n d e re  A u to re n .  D ie ­
s e  Ü b e r s e tz u n g s a r b e ite n  g e b e n  s e in e  g ro ß e  A u s d a u e r  u n d  in te n s iv e  T ä t ig k e it  w i­
d e r . S ie  e r m ö g l ic h te  e s , d a ß  w ir  a u f  s e in e m  W is s e n  a u fb a u e n d  W e ite ra rb e ite n  u n d  
- fo rs c h e n  k ö n n e n .
L e id e r  tra te n  a n fa n g s  d e r  7 0 e r  J a h re  a l te r s b e d in g te  k ö r p e r l ic h e  S c h w ä c h e n  au f, 
d ie  ih m  s e h r  z u  s c h a f fe n  m a c h te n . S e in  A u g e n l ic h t  w u rd e  im m e r  t rü b e r ,  b is  e r  
s c h l ie ß l ic h  in  d e n  le tz te n  4  J a h re n  a u f  je g l ic h e  a k t iv e  m y k o lo g is c h e  T ä t ig k e it  v e r ­
z ic h te n  m u ß te . E in  K re is  t r e u e r  F re u n d e  b e s u c h te  ih n  an  s e in e m  ja h r e la n g e n  K ra n ­
k e n la g e r .  T ro tz  a l le d e m  n a h m  e r  re g e n  A n te i l  a n  d e n  N a c h r ic h te n  u n d  d e n  N e u e ­
ru n g e n , d ie  s ie  ih m  a n s  K ra n k e n b e t t  m itb ra c h te n .  Im m e r  w ie d e r  w a r  e r  u n s  m it  s e i ­
n e m  G e d ä c h tn is ,  d a s  ih m  a ls  e in z ig e s  g e b l ie b e n  w a r, b e h ilf l ic h ,  u n s e re  P ro b le m e  
z u  lö s e n . B is  k u rz  v o r  s e in e m  T o d e  w a r  e r  b e m ü h t,  je d e n ,  d e r  ih n  u m  R a t fra g te , z u  
u n te rs tü tz e n  u n d  o f t  k o n n te  m a n  n u r  m it  e in e m  D a n k e s c h ö n  v o n  ih m  s c h e id e n .  
D a  e r  n u n  v o n  u n s  g e g a n g e n  is t, w e rd e n  w ir  ih n  a ls  l ie b e n , h i l f r e ic h e n  M e n s c h e n  
in  E r in n e ru n g  b e w a h re n  u n d  ih m  z u m  le tz te n  M a le  e in  „ D a n k e s c h ö n ”  n a c h ru fe n .
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