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Summary '

Abscission of debladed petioles of Coleus blumei BENTH. after spray-
applications of chlorfluorenol-methyl (EMD-IT 3456) to the foliage has
been investigated. Sprays were applied to some branches, which were
left intact (inducing branches), or to an adjacent branch the leaves of
which were later debladed (induced branch). In all the experiments two
applications of morphactin were made, after which the induced branch
was debladed. Treatments on the induced branch accelerated the petiole
abscission in relation to the control. Treatments on inducing branches,
however, decreased abscission speed of debladed petioles. The interaction
of morphactin in auxin metabolism or interference with auxin metabolism
were discussed.

Zusammenfassung

Die Abstoßung spreiteloser Blattstiele von Coleus blumei BENTH.
nach Besprühen der Blätter mit Methylchlorfluorenol (EMD-IT 3456)
wurde untersucht. Es wurden einerseits Zweige besprüht, die intakt be-
lassen wurden (induzierende Zweige), anderseits ein benachbarter Zweig,
dessen Blattspreiten später entfernt wurden. In allen Versuchen wurden
zwei Morphactin-Behandlungen durchgeführt, nach diesen wurden am
induzierten Zweig die Blattspreiten entfernt. Behandlung des induzierten
Zweiges führte zu rascherem Abwurf der Blattstiele als bei den Kontrollen.
Behandlung der induzierenden Zweige jedoch verzögerte den Abwurf der
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spreitelosen Blattstiele. Eine Beteiligung des Morphaktins am Auxin-
stoffwechsel oder eine Beeinflussung desselben wird diskutiert.

(Editor)

Introduction

In a previous paper (LAUDI 1956) it was reported, that buds and
leaves of some branches of Coleus (inducing branches) accelerated abscission
of debladed petioles on another branch of the same plant (induced branch).
Treatments with indoleacetic acid to debladed petioles of the induced
branch delayed their fall.

On the contrary, treatments with ascorbic acid (a substance anta-
gonist ,,in vivo" of auxin, as demonstrated by TONZIG & MABBE 1961)
to the leaves of the induced branch, before deblading, accelerated petiole
fall. If treatments with ascorbic acid were performed on induced branch
abscission was retarded (LAUDI & LAMBEI 1956).

MEDEGHINI-BONATTI, LATTDI & FBICANO (1975) demonstrated that
the action of gibberellin on abscission of Coleus was different from that
of auxin and ascorbic acid. Treatments with gibberellin, on leaves of
inducing branches as well as on those of induced branch, accelerated abscis-
sion of debladed petioles of induced branch.

Recently SEVEBI & LAUDI (1977) demonstrated the effect of some
growth retardant chemicals (Phosfon D, CCC, AMO 1618) on abscission of
petioles of induced branch.

Morphactins, a group of synthetic plant growth regulators, influenced
plant morphogenesis, interfering with growth and modifying development
by influencing the transport of growth substances in plants and by changing
their action (MOHB 1969, SCHNEIDEB 1970).

SCHNEIDER (1969, 1970, 1972) showed that morphactins can induce
abscission of young, not fully expanded leaves, of floral buds, as well as
of young flowers and fruits. WEAVER & POOL (1968, 1969) showed morphac-
tin-induced abscission in fruits.

The effect of treatments with chlorfluorenol-methyl (EMD-IT 3456),
carried out on inducing branches or induced branch, on the abscission of
debladed petioles of induced branch was studied.

Materials and methods

Vegetatively propagated plants of Coleus blwnei BENTH .were used in
experiments carried out from July until August in a not-thermoregulated
greenhouse.

When the young plants had grown up to 15 cm, the apical buds were
removed for better sprouting. After two weeks, many lateral branches
were removed, with the exception of four branches at two consecutive
nodes.
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The plants (about 40 cm high) were ready for treatments when 8—10
leaves were fully expanded on each branch. Three of the four branches on
each plant were chosen as „inducing branches": all leaves and apical and
axillary buds were left intact on them. The „induced branch" was the fourth
branch of each plant, from which all the axillary buds and, at the end of
the treatment, even the apical bud and the blades of all the leaves were
cut off. In preliminary tests, the petioles abscised within 70—80 hours.

The chlorfluorenol-methyl (EMD-IT 3456), kindly given us by Cela-
merck as CME, a formulated product (containing 5% morphactin) parti-
cularly suitable for treatments on leaves, was emulsioned at various
concentrations: a few drops of Tween 80 were added to the emulsions
as a wetting agent.

The leaves of the inducing branches or, in turn, those of the induced
branch (before deblading) were sprayed with the various solutions until
running. The branches excluded from treatment were covered in order
to prevent the solutions from reaching the leaves and further precautions
were taken to prevent some of the solution from reaching the soil in the
pots. Leaves were sprayed twice at a interval of 12 hours between two
treatments. Apical buds and leaf blades of the induced branch were removed
20 hours after the last treatment. Abscission was tested, at convenient
intervals, by slight pressure to the middle portions of a debladed petiole.

Treatments were carried out on 15 or 20 plant groups and the experi-
ments repeated twice at least. Levels of significance of the results were
obtained on STUDENT'S t treating the data of groups of plants sprayed with
morphactins against the ones of the control.

Results

a) Effect of treatments with chlorfluorenol-methyl on the induced
branch

Treatments with morphactin CME at concentrations of 10 mg/1,
50 mg/1 and 100 mg/1 to the leaves of the induced branch (before deblading)
always resulted in a accelerated abscission of debladed petioles. Figure 1
shows that, 12 hours after deblading, the abscission percentage was different
in the groups of plants: 2,5% in the control, about 12, 19 and 57% in the
groups treated with 10, 50 and 100 mg/1 of CME respectively. 24 hours
after deblading similar differences in abscission were observed: in the
control group the abscission percentage was 53, while in the group treated
with 10 mg/1 Morphactin the abscission percentage was 69, with 50 mg/1
92 and with 100 mg/1 about 96 respectively. After 36 hours the following
differences were observed: 78 in control group, 82 in the group treated
with a solution of 10 mg/1 chlorfluorenol-methyl, 96 and 100% in those
treated with solutions of 50 and 100 mg/1 respectively. Thus, on the basis
of these experiments as well as of other ones similarly carried out in order
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to check the results, treatments with chlorfluorenolmethyl on an induced
branch caused a substancial acceleration of abscission of the debladed
petioles. The effect of the morphactin was insignificant with the lower
concentration and increased in accordance to rising concentration of the
solutions. The levels of significance at the end of the experiments are 70%
for the group sprayed with 10 mg/1, 99% for 50 mg/1 and better than 99%
for 100 mg/1.
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Fig. 1. Spray applications made to the induced branch (prior to deblading and
apical bud removal).

Time course of petiole abscission after two spray applications of morphactine
at various levels at 12 h intervals. The horizontal axis indicates hours from
the time of deblating. Points representing data relative to 10 mg/1 morphactine
areshown as triangles, (-A.— A.), 50 mg/1 as black squares ( • — • ) , 100 mg/1 as
empty squares ( • — •)» points for control data are shown as black circles
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b) Effects of treatments with chlorfluorenol on inducing branches.
Treatments with various solutions of CME on inducing branches

presented results very different from those obtained by treating the induced
branch: the speed of debladed petiole fall was very similar to that of the
control (Figure 2).

100
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Fig. 2. Spray applications made to inducing branches. Otherwise as figure 1.

The abscission percentage in control groups and in those treated with
different morphactin' solutions showed differences without any statistical
significance.

In another experiment, deblading of leaves and apical bud removal
of the induced branch were delayed four days after the last treatment,
carried out with 50 and 10 mg/1 only.
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Figure 3 shows the results of the experiment: 12 hours after deblading
following percentages of abscission were obtained: in the control group
22,5%, in the group treated with 50 mg/1 of chlorfluorenol-methyl 19% and
with 10 mg/1 0%.

100

Fig. 3. Spray applications made to inducing branches. Deblading at fourth
day. Otherwise as figure 1.

20 hours after deblading the abscission percentages were: control 53%,
50 mg/1 47%, 10 mg/1 21,5% (the variation in the control depends on the
seasonal variations in a not-thermoregulated greenhouse). In this experiment,
treatments with morphactin on inducing branches produce a decrease in
the abscission of debladed petioles of the induced branch more remarkable
for the 10 mg/1 solution than for treatment with more concentrated solution.
Levels of significance at the end of this experiment were found to be better
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than 99% for the treatment with 10 mg/1 morphaetin and 75% for the other
one with 50 mg/1.

Discussion

Treatments with chlorfiuorenol-methyl on the induced branch result
in petiole abscission faster than in the control. Many of the cited authors
have demonstrated that chlorfiuorenol-methyl influences activation of
auxin and decreases auxin effect. Morphaetin may cause the accelerated
abscission influencing the content of auxin in the petiole, that is in the
distal side of abscission zone.

Treatments with chlorfiuorenol-methyl on the inducing branches have
an effect scarcely significative, but opposite to the petiole fall of the induced
branch; if deblading was retarded, treatments on inducing branches decrease
the petiole fall. The not polar transport of the morphaetin and its effects
influencing activation of auxin can explain the various effects of treat-
ments on inducing branches.

The results seem to be of interest as they show the action of chlor-
fluorenol-methyl on abscission depending on influence in the growth
substances, but also through interference with metabolism and perhaps
with transport of auxin.
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