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Notes on Cristatopalpus olivens BETHUNE-BAKER,
1908 (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae: Herminiinae)

M. Laodl

Abstract

Cristatopalpus olivens BETHUNE-BAKER, 1908, the type-species of the genus Cristatopalpus
BETHUNE-BAKER, 1908, is redescribed, the male lectotype is designated and illustrated. The genus is placed in a
monophyletic group of gencra near Jdia HOBNER, [1813].

Zusammenfassung

Cristatopalpus olivens BETHUNE-BAKER, 1908, die Typusart von Cristatopalpus BETHUNE-BAKER,
1908, wird wiederbeschrieben, der minnliche Lectotypus designiert und abgebildet. Die Gattung wird in cine
monophyletische Gruppe von Gattungen in der Nihe von J/dia HOBNER, [1813] gestellt.

Key words: Australian region, Cristatopalpus BETHUNE-BAKER, 1908, Herminiinae, /dia HOBNER,
[1813], New Guinea, Noctuidae, redescription.

The description of the genus Cristatopalpus BETHUNE-BAKER, 1908 was based on the type-
species Cristatopalpus olivens BETHUNE-BAKER, 1908 from New Guinea. C. olivens is redescribed, the
male lectotype is designated and illustrated. Due to characters of the male genitalia the genus is placed in
a monophyletic group of genera near the genus /dia HUBNER, [1813].

Abbreviations (according to LODL 1993a and 1993b):

1l 2nd joint of labial palpus BMNH The Natural History Q3 postmedial line

1 last joint of labial palpus Muscum (=DBritish RM orbicular spot

acb width of acdcagus Muscum), London SF dots along outer margin
acd acdeagus hm distance  vinculum - Tal- tarsus 1 -5

acl length of acdeagus uncus base ub width of uncus

b width of forewing 1 length of forewing ul length of uncus
NM reniform spot vb width of valve
Q2 antcmedial linc vl length of valve
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G.T.B.-Baker Coll.
Brit. Mus.¥927—360.

Fig. 1: Cristatopalpus olivens BETHUNE-BAKER, 1908. &-Lectotype.

Cristatopalpus olivens BETHUNE-BAKER, 1908
(Figs. 1-7)
Cristatopalpus olivens BETHUNE-BAKER, 1908: 210.

Examined type material:

Lectotype (by present designation): & "Type \ Mount Kebea, B. New Guinea. 3,600-ft. July, 1903. A.E. Pratt. Cristato- -palpus
olivens Type B-B \ G.T.B.-Baker Coll. Brit. Mus. 1927-360. \ Noctuidae Brit. Mus. slide No. 16453 3" (BMNH) (Fig. 1). Only
this specimen was found in the BMNH although in the original description one further specimen (Dinawa, September) is cited.

Description:

Head: Greyish or reddish brown densly covered with long hair-like scales. Labial palps massive
and also densly covered with scales, especially the distal part of II with dorsal and ventral bundles of
hair-like sclaes. III shorter than II. Antennae bipectinate with long ciliae.

Thorax and abdomen: Body stout, massively covered with long scales. Thorax reddish brown,
abdomen - particularly the first segments - pale greyish brown or beige, the last segments brown. Legs
densly covered with hair-like scales, pale greyish brown. Forelegs without tibial sheet. Ta 1 - 5 present.
St 2 with a big triangular, skinny fold. Prespiracular hood present (Fig. 7).

Wings: Wingspan =40 mm; | : b= 1,77. The underside of the forewings along the costal margin
with a massive row of hair-like, pale greyish brown scales. Forewings broad, apex rounded. Ground
colour beige with dark brown pattern. Basal band waved and marked black brown. The middle of the
forewings dark brown. Rm insignificant, Q2 as a waved shadow. NM big, pale brown with black dots,
parted into a top and a ground mark. Q3 widely curved, dark brown, accompanied by a pale band. Q3
begins at the costa with a dark dot and is finely zigzagged. Costal area outside of Q3 dark brown. The
adterminal line zigzagged, dark brown. Apical area pale greyish brown or beige. The middle of the outer
margin marked by a dark brown patch. SF big and dark brown. Hindwings pale greyish brown, suffused
in the middle by dark greyish brown, waved lines, which are accompanied by pale bands. Marginal dots
dark brown. Fringe dark brown.

3 -genitalia (Figs. 2-7): Long genitalia with short and stout valves and a long and fine pointed
vinculum. The proportions resemble the genitalia of the members of the genus Gaedeodes FLETCHER &
VIETTE, 1955, but the anal tube does not wear a sickle-shaped scaphium in C. o/ivens. The valves exhibit
a narrow sacculus with a short process which is formed like a straight horn (Fig. 4). The length of the
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Figs. 2-7  Cristatopalpus — olivens
BETHUNE-BAKER, 1908. dJ-Lectotype,
genitalia. Noctuidae Brit. Mus. slide
No. 16453:

Fig. 2: Genitalia, total. Scale = 0.5
mm.- Fig. 3: Vinculum, Scale = 0.1
mm.- Fig. 4: Process of right valve.
Scale = 0.1 mm.- Fig. 5: Uncus. Scale =
0.1 mm.- Fig. 6: Distal end of aed (corn

cornuti; ves = vesica). Scale = 0.1
mm.- Fig. 7: A1 with spiracle 1 (spl).
Scale = 0.1 mm.




process is about 25 % of vl. The distal end of the valves is rounded. The vinculum is very long
(nearly 40 % of vl) and fine pointed (Fig. 3). At the caudal end of the vinculum stands an isolated arca of
short bristles (Fig. 3). Tegumen slender. Uncus curved at the base, moderately clumsy with a big, club-
shaped distal part (Fig. 5). Terminal hook of uncus insignificant. The aed big and stout with a very short,
rounded and dorsally oriented coecum. The aed more or less straight. Vesica densly covered with spines
and sclerotized teeth, partly concentrated to rows (Fig. 6). Relations: ul : ub =4.9; ul : hm = 0.36; vl : hm
=0.73; ael : hm = 0.73; ael : aeb =2.97.

Further information on the I/dia-group is found in LODL (19964, b, c, 1997, 1998) and OWADA
(1987).
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