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Location of type

The holotype of the new species is presented to the Zoologische Staatssammlung, München, but is

retained as permanent loan in the working collection of the author (ZSM-CBM).

Genus Crassacantha, gen nov.

Diagnosis. Genus of Odacanthinae, characterized by foUowing characters: head large with very

large eyes; distinct carina medially of the eyes present; mental tooth large, acute, triangulär, of almost

same length as wings of mentum; glossa elongate, apically slightly incised, bisetose; paraglossae

narrow, apically free and much surpassing the glossa; lacinia large, at apex dentate; mandible elongate;

antenna with 3rd and 4th antennomeres of equal length; prothorax short and wide, rather globular,

with indistinct and posteriorly interrupted lateral margin; no deep and wide lateral Channel on

prothorax present; elytra short and wide, dorsally very convex; 4th tarsomere barely excised.

Etymology. The name is a combination of latin crassa (= thick, stout) and the genus name Odacantha and refers to

the stout build of the Single known species.

Type species: Crassacantha bidens, spec. nov. by monotypy.

Relationships. This new genus is presumably closely related to the genus Dicraspeda Chaudoir and

is distinguished from the latter only by the more robust build, the even larger head, the dorsally

convex, laterally not channeled prothorax, and the more convex elytra. It is more plesiomorphic with

respect to the absence of the lateral Channel of the prothorax, but more apomorphic with regard to the

reduction of the lateral margin of the prothorax. It may be an offspring of an common ancestor of both,

Dicraspeda and Crassacantha.

Crassacantha bidens, spec. nov.

Figs 1, 2

Types. Holotype: 9, Irian Jaya, Manokwari-Pr., Membey, 800-1200 m, 31.8.1991, leg. A. Riedel (ZSM-CBM).

Diagnosis. With characters of the genus. Further characterized by completely black colour, glossy

surface, dark appendages, and highly convex elytra with punctate though not impressed Striae, dentate

external apices, and a pair of dehiscent spines at the sutural angle.

Description

Measurements. Length: 7.0 mm. Ratios. Width/length of pronotum: 1.09; width of head/width of

pronotum: 1.13; length/width of elytra: 1.51.

Colour. Upper and lower surfaces black. Mouth parts piceous. Antenna piceous, base of 3rd and 4th

antennomeres dark reddish. Femora black, tibiae and tarsi piceous.

Head. Large, moderately convex. Eyes very large, laterally markedly projecting, orbits considerably

less than half as long as eyes, fairly convex, forming an angle of c. 125° with the neck. Clypeus

separated by a fine suture, labrum large, anteriorly straight, 6-setose. Palpi of average size. Mandibles

elongate, at apex curved. Medially of eye with a strong ridge, medially of this with an irregularly

sinuate furrow from apex of frons to about posterior two thirds of eye, this furrow forming a deep

groove near clypeal suture. Frons slightly convex, surface regulär. Neck separated from vertex by a

deep, transverse furrow. Posterior supraorbital seta situated slightly in front of posterior margin of eye.

Antenna presumably rather elongate, broken behind 2nd and 4th antennomeres, respectively. Surface

of head including labrum without micrireticulation, impunctate and impilose, highly glossy.

Prothorax. Very convex, rather globose, slightly wider than long, surface convex. Widest part in

front of middle, margin strongly rounded throughout, just in front of posterior angles faintly concave.

Lateral border hne fine, indistinct, posteriorly interrupted, situated well on disk, hence proepipleura

and proepisternum visible from above from apex to near base. Apex almost straight, anterior angles
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ambulatory setae on each sternite. Terminal sternum (in female) with two pairs of ambulatory setae.

Legs. Fairly elongate. 5th tarsomere rather densely setose on lower surface. 4th tarsomere but little

excised at apex. Male anterior tarsus unknown.

6 genitalia. Unknown.

9 genitalia. Stylomere 1 with a row of c. 6 slightly ensiform setae at apex. Stylomere 2 elongate,

almost straight, apex obtuse, not curved, with 3 ventral ensiform setae in apical half, 1 dorsal ensiform

setae below apex, and short 1 nematiform seta originating in a groove. Lateral plate densely setose at

apex.

Variation. Unknown.

Distribution. Vogelkop, western Irian Jaya. Known only from type locality.

Habits. Largely unknown. Collected in median altitude, presumably in rain forest.

Etymology. The name refers to the bidentate apex of the elytra.
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