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Fig. 1. Micropsectra spinigera, spec. nov. Hypopygium, dorsal view.

Legs. Apex of fore tibia with short spur. Combs of mid and bind tibiae contiguous, without spurs.
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followed by 5-7 median setae, which partially insert between the basal parts of the crests. Margin of

the anal tergite with a long lateral, pointed tooth. Superior volsella deeply divided into two fingerlike

lobes; posterior lobe with irregulär outline. Basal depression of the superior volsella covered with

microtrichia. Digitus short, rounded, not extending beyond the margin of the superior volsella. Median
volsella straight, 45-65 ]xm long, with an apical brush of slender unbranched lamellae. Inferior volsella

long, slightly curved medially, not swollen in the apical half; setae strongly branched. Gonostyle

straight, apically rounded, median setae long, slightly shortened towards the end.

Systematic position

The generic position of M. spinigera is confirmed by genital features: arrangement of median setae

on anal tergite; lack of spines between anal point crests; superior volsella with basal depression

carrying microtrichia; basal median seta at superior volsella {"Micropsedra seta").

Micropsectra spinigera is the only species within the genus with dark spinous and serrated anal point

crests. An analogous structure occurs in the palaearctic species Rheotanytarsus nigricauda, where the

crests are also dark and marginally serrated, but not spinous on the surface (Fittkau 1960). A deeply

divided superior volsella does not occur in another described Micropsectra species, but a similar,

shallower division is present in an undescribed species from the Banff National Park, Canada, provi-

sionally called Micropsectra sp.g. Also several described and undescribed Tanytarsus species possess

analogous structures of the superior volsella. Branched setae on the inferior volsella of a Micropsectra

species are not described. But this character is sometimes difficult to see, if no phase-contrast micro-

scope is available. The 32 described and several undescribed Micropsectra species in the Munich
coUection show without exception simple setae on the inferior volsella.

The group relationship of Micropsectra spinigera is open, since the species does not fit in one of the

three accepted species groups: notescens, bidentata, and attenuata.
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