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Abstract: Tingiopsidium antedates Vestergrenopsis by one year 
and is apparently the oldest generic name for a group of so far three 
species of cyanophilic lichenized fungi. The combinations Tingiopsi-
dium elaeinum, T. isidiatum, and T. sonomense are introduced. 
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Introduction 

A molecular and morpho-anatomical study of the Peltigerales-Peltigeri-
neae led SPRIBILLE & MUGGIA (2013) to recognize a further family, Koerberia-
ceae, comprising the genera Koerberia, Steinera and Vestergrenopsis. By 
transferring Pannaria sonomensis Tuck. from Koerberia to Vestergrenopsis, 
generic names based on that species and its heterotypic synonyms are 
consequently not anymore synonyms of Koerberia as it has been outlined by 
HENSSEN (1963a) but have to be considered in a search for the correct name 
of the Vestergrenopsis clade (HENSSEN 1963b, SPRIBILLE & MUGGIA 2013). 
One of these heterotypic synonyms, overlooked by SPRIBILLE & MUGGIA 
(2013), is at the same time the type species of a genus, Tingiopsidium 
Werner (WERNER 1939), which antedates Vestergrenopsis Gyeln. (GYELNIK 
1940) by one year and makes Vestergrenopsis illegitimate. 

Of the two possible solutions – applying the principle of priority or propo-
sing Vestergrenopsis for conservation, we opt for the first. The species in 
question are rare, they seldom turn up in the lichenological literature and are 
of no economic importance. The procedure of conservation seems therefore 
not to be justified. By applying the principle of priority we can offer an 
immediate, clear and stable solution. 

The necessary nomenclatural consequences are drawn below. 
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Nomenclatural synopsis 

Tingiopsidium Werner, Bull. Soc. Sci. Nat. Maroc 19: 47 (1939). 
MycoBank 5483 
Typus: Tingiopsidium pubescens Werner (holotype) 

= Vestergrenopsis Gyeln., Rabenh. Krypt.-Fl., 2. Aufl., 9(2): 265 (1940). 
MycoBank 5734 
Typus: Vestergrenopsis elaeina (Wahlenb. ex Ach.) Gyeln. (Parmelia 
elaeina Wahlenb. ex Ach.) (holotype) 

Note: Tingiopsidium pubescens is a heterotypic younger synonym of Panna-
ria sonomensis Tuck. (fide HENSSEN 1963a). 

 

The species  

Tingiopsidium elaeinum (Wahlenb. ex Ach.) Hafellner & T.Sprib., combi-
natio nova 
MycoBank 817685 

≡ Parmelia elaeina Wahlenb. ex Ach., Suppl. Meth. Lich.: 45 (1803). – Pan-
naria elaeina (Wahlenb. ex Ach.) Nyl., Mém. Soc. Imp. Sci. Nat. Cherbourg 
3: 176 (1855) and Nya Bot. Notiser 1855: 140 (1855). – Vestergrenopsis 
elaeina (Wahlenb. ex Ach.) Gyeln., Rabenh. Krypt.-Fl., 2. Aufl., 9(2): 266 
(1940). 

Notes: The species was repeatedly attributed to Wahlenberg (e.g., HENSSEN 
1963b, EGAN 1987, ANDREEV et al. 1996, ELVEBAKK & HERTEL 1997, HARA-
DA et al. 2004, SANTESSON et al. 2004, KUROKAWA & KASHIWADANI 2006, 
URBANAVICHUS & ANDREEV 2010, ESSLINGER 2016) a view which is in con-
tradiction with the Code (MCNEILL et al. 2012). The protologue in ACHARIUS 
(1803: 45–47) consists of five paragraphs, with the taxon name 'Parmelia 
elaeina' (without a taxon author indicated) and the diagnosis given as first 
paragraph. There is no indication that this first paragraph was contributed 
by Wahlenberg. Further detailed characters for the new species are given 
in the fifth paragraph, which has evidently been written by Acharius, indi-
cated by an 'A.' at its end. 

 In a second paragraph, however, ACHARIUS (1803: 46) cited under the 
name 'Parmelia (Ach. Placod.) elaeina' the description that he has appa-
rently received from Wahlenberg, with several differences in the wording 
compared to the diagnosis. This second paragraph is marked with 
'Wahlenb. Msc.'. Additionally, further down in the protologue in the fourth 
paragraph (1. paragraph of 'Obs.'), Acharius cites Wahlenberg’s opinion 
that the species belongs to the [subgenus] Placodium ('Ad Placodia certa 
pertinet nec Circinaria est. W.'), whereas Acharius described it in the [sub-
genus] Circinaria. 

 From this context we conclude that the diagnosis and major parts of the 
description of Parmelia elaeina have been written by Acharius and the 
species is therefore attributed to him (ICN Art. 46.5). 
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Tingiopsidium isidiatum (Degel.) Hafellner & T.Sprib., combinatio nova 
MycoBank 817686 

≡ Pannaria isidiata Degel., Bot. Notiser 1943: 90 (1943). – Vestergrenopsis 
isidiata (Degel.) Å.E.Dahl, Meddel. Grønland 150(2): 55 (1950). 

Tingiopsidium sonomense (Tuck.) Hafellner & T.Sprib., combinatio 
nova 
MycoBank 817687 

≡ Pannaria sonomensis Tuck., Proc. Am. Acad. Arts Sci. 12: 169 (1877). – 
Vestergrenopsis sonomensis (Tuck.) T.Sprib. & Muggia, Fung. Div. 58: 182 
(2012). – Koerberia sonomensis (Tuck.) Henssen, Can. J. Bot. 41: 1351 
(1963). 

= Tingiopsidium pubescens Werner, Bull. Soc. Sci. Nat. Maroc 19: 47 (1939) 
fide HENSSEN (1963a). 

Discussion 

Tingiopsidium sonomense is unusual in the Tingiopsidium / Vestergre-
nopsis clade on account of its 8-spored asci, the 1-septate fusiform asco-
spores, and its biogeography (SPRIBILLE & MUGGIA 2013). From the phyloge-
netic point of view it would also be possible to accept both genera, 
Tingiopsidium for T. sonomense and Vestergrenopsis for V. elaeina and V. 
isidiata. However, we regard the differences as too small for that alternative 
solution. 
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