
Elisabetta Ravizza Dematteis and Carlalberto Ravizza

Plecoptera research in Italy has a long-standing tradition. 
Occasional Italian Plecoptera were dealt with in the older 
literature, but already in the 1930ies, a resident Italian student, 
A l d o  F e s t a , started working on the group. It became quickly 
clear that the Italian fauna includes a good share of endemic 
species, as one could expect for a Mediterranean peninsula which 
was for much of the Pleistocene largely separated from the rest of 
Europe by Alpine glaciers. At the same time, many unglaciated 
areas remained in Italy, both at the southern edge of the Alps and 
elsewhere, in the Apennines. Much of this fascinating fauna 
became only known when the late Ja c q u e s  A u b e r t , Lausanne, 
began visiting Italy, and published important studies on the 
stoneflies of the peninsula. C a r l o  C o n s i g l i o  of Rome also 
worked on Italian stoneflies for about a decade and a half, 
beginning in the mid fifties. A special interest of his were the 
large Mediterranean islands of, or close to, Italy. His summarizing 
list of the Italian fauna, in 1967, named over 120 Italian species.

It might seem that there could not be much left to study for Italian 
stonefly taxonomists and faunists. However, E l i s a b e t t a  

R a v i z z a  D e m a t t e i s  and C a r l a l b e r t o  R a v i z z a  have shown us 
differently. Although trained biologists, their interest in this insect 
group was entirely one of amateurs, in the best, original meaning 
of the word. Once they had taken an interest in the Plecoptera, 
they continued studying them for pure love of these insects, in 
their spare time, at their personal expense, on top of different 
professional obligations.

E l i s a b e t t a  and C a r l a l b e r t o  have now worked on Plecoptera 
for almost thirty years, and they keep carrying on. The two 
work from their home town, Milano, and accordingly their focus 
was always on the northern Apennines and the northwest comer 
of Italy with its southern Alpine ranges. Through their work this 
turned out to be a most interesting region that harbours a number 
of locally restricted endemic species, on former nunataks. This 
region also includes areas where species that postglacially retur 
from different refuge areas to now again ice-free places meet, and
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where most intriguing and fascinating contact zones between 
close relatives form.

The fairly large part of Italy where the R a v i z z a s  work is certainly 
the best studied area in the country. Its Plecoptera fauna, its 
seasonal and altitudinal distribution, and its habitat requirements 
are known better than anywhere else. I remember with great 
pleasure joint field trips to several sites where I profited from the 
amazing knowledge of my guides what could be found when and 
where! Their knowledge is now generally available in the 
numerous papers which E l i s a b e t t a  R a v i z z a  D e m a t t e i s  and 
C a r l a l b e r t o  R a v i z z a  published over many years. Their 
bibliography below is really impressive evidence of a lifetime 
dedication to our science.

At some time in the fairly recent past there were hopes to profit 
even more of their experience because publication of a 
comprehensive Italian stonefly fauna written by you, dear 
C a r l a l b e r t o , was intended. Unfortunately, this approach was 
so far unsuccessful. At least some of your knowledge became 
available, for example in synopses of the Leuctridae of major 
European mountains, the Alps and the Pyrenees, in cooperation 
withour friend G i l l e s  V i n ç o n , of Grenoble. I hope that the 
monograph of the Italian Leuctridae of which you shared out 
manuscript copies at this meeting, as well as other synoptic papers 
on the Italian fauna by you may eventually be properly published!

The Standing Committee for the International Symposia on 
Plecoptera voted unanimously in favour of the Lifetime 
Achievement Award for E l i s a b e t t a  R a v i z z a  D e m a t t e i s  and 
C a r l a l b e r t o  R a v i z z a . It is my privilege and great pleasure to 
hand it to you tonight, before many of your fellow Italian stonefly 
students. I thank you for your excellent contributions to the study 
of Plecoptera, and wish you health and vigour to carry on, and 
enjoy future work on the group!

Peter Zwick
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The Plecoptera Publications of Drs. Carlalberto 
and Elizabetta Dematteis Ravizza 

(listed in chronological order)

Ravizza C., 1974 - Su alcuni reperti di Insetti Plecotteri attivi come immagine 
nella stagione invemale. Atti Acc. sci. Torino, 8: 211-217. (in Italian, 
English summary)

Ravizza C., 1974 - Ricerche ecologico-faunistiche sui Plecotteri della valle 
Staffora (Appennino lombardo) (Plecoptera). Boll Mus. civ. St. nat. Verona, 
1: 195-248. (in Italian, English summary)

Ravizza C., 1975 - Note faunistiche e tassonomiche sui Plecotteri primaverili 
della Sardegna (Plecoptera). Boll. Soc. sarda Sci. nat., 15: 3-13. (in Italian, 
English summary)

Ravizza C., 1975 - Faunistica, ecología e fenología immaginale dei Plecotteri 
reofili nella val Brembana. Con descrizione di una specie nuova 
(Plecoptera). Redia, 56: 271-373. (in Italian, English summary)

Ravizza C., 1975 - Una specie nuova di Nemouridae dell'Appennino 
settentrionale (Plecoptera). Fragm. Ent., 12: 127-132. (in Italian, English 
summary)

Ravizza C., 1976 - Ricerche ecologico-faunistiche sui Plecotteri del torrente 
Erro (Appennino Ligure) (Plecoptera). Boll. Museo civ. St. nat. Verona, 3 : 
331-361. (in Italian, English summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1976 - Dictyogenus ventralis (Piet.) nuovo 
per l'ltalia, nell'Appennino settentrionale (Plecoptera, Perlodidae). Atti Soc 
.it. Sci. nat.. Museo civ. Stor. nat. Milano,Ml: 109-116. (in Italian, English 
summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1976 - La plecotterofauna dell'alta valle del 
Tanaro (Alpi Liguri) (Plecoptera). Mem. Soc. ent. ital., 55: 183-215. (in 
Italian, English summary)

Ravizza C., 1977 - Note su Protonemura elisabethae Rav., con descrizione 
della ninfa (Plecoptera). Boll. Soc. ent. ital, 109: 75-77. (in Italian, English 
summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E:, 1977 - The full-grown nymphs of 
Protonemura ausonia (Cons.) and P. robusta Berth. (Plecoptera). Atti Soc 
.it. Sci. nat.. Museo civ. Stor. nat. Milano, 118: 353-359. (in English, Italian 
summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1978 - Mountain brooklet stonefly-fauna of 
Northern Apennines (Plecoptera). Atti Soc. ital. Sci. nat., 119: 229-242. (in 
English, Italian summary)

Ravizza C., 1978 - Una specie nuova di Plecottero dei monti del Biellese: 
Leuctra brevipennis n. sp. (Plecoptera Leuctridae). Redia, 61: 251-257. (in 
Italian, English summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1979 - Un nuovo Plecottero delle Alpi 
Pennine: Nemourapesarinii n. sp. (Plecoptera Nemouridae). Atti Soc .it. Sci. 
nat.. Museo civ. Stor. nat. Milano, 120: 3-10. (in Italian, English summary)
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Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1979 - I Plecotteri del corso medio- 
inferiore del torrente Nure (Appennino Piacentino) (Plecoptera). Natura, 70 : 
193-217. (in Italian, English summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1980 - Su un raro endemismo delle Alpi 
Pennine: Leuctra festai Aubert (Plecoptera Leuctridae). Natura, 71: 83-91. 
(in Italian, English summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1980 - Nemoura oropensis n. sp., endémica 
dei monti del Biellese (Alpi Pennine). Natura, 71: 92-100. (in Italian, 
English summary)

Ravizza C., 1980 - Le Leuctra italiane del gruppo boreoni-schmidi (Plecoptera 
Leuctridae). Boll. Soc. ent. ital., 112: 140-146 (in Italian, English summary)

Ravizza C. & Zwick P., 1981 - Un dimenticato opuscolo ottocentesco della 
letteratura entomológica italiana. Natura, 72 : 119-124. (in Italian, English 
summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1981- Protonemura algovia Mendl, nuova 
per l'Italia, nelle Alpi Retiche (Plecoptera Nemouridae). Atti Soc .it. Sei. nat.. 
Museo civ. Stör. nat. Milano, 122: 151-156. (in Italian, English summary)

— . Ravizza C., 1982 - Plecotteri, in Grande Enciclopedia illustrata degli 
animali, Invertebrati 2. Mondadori, 2 :37-38. (in Italian)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1982 - Descrizione della ninfa e geonemia 
di Leuctra brevipennis Ravizza (Plecoptera). Atti Soc .it. Sei. nat.. Museo civ. 
Stör. nat. Milano, 123: 349-352. (in Italian, English summary)

Ravizza Dematteis, E. 1981 -  Note sulla fenología e geonemia di Leuctra 
caprai Festa, con descrizione della ninfa (Plecoptera: Leuctridae). -  Atti. 
Soc. Ital. Sei. Natur. Museo. Civ. Stör. Natur. (Milano) 121 (4) (1980): 316- 
320.

Ravizza Dematteis E. & Ravizza C., 1983 - Osservazioni preliminari sui 
Plecotteri della valle Oropa (Alpi Pennine) (Plecoptera). Atti XIII Congr. 
Naz. ital. ent., 311-318. (in Italian, English summary)

Ravizza C. & Nicolai P., 1983 - I Plecotteri minacciati di estinzione nella 
regione italica (Plecoptera). Boll. Soc. ent. ital., 115: 70-78. (in Italian, 
English summary)

Ravizza Dematteis E. & Ravizza C., 1983 - Elenco dei Plecotteri dell'alta valle 
del Po (Plecoptera). Atti Soc .it. Sei. nat.. Museo civ. Stör. nat. Milano, 124: 
291-294. (in Italian, English summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1983 - Sull'ininterrotta presenza di 
Plecotteri adulti in un ruscello dell'Appennino Ligure occidentale. Analisi 
della plecotterocenosi e dei periodi di volo (Plecoptera). Redia, 66: 615-634. 
(in Italian, English summ.)

Ravizza Dematteis E. & Ravizza C., 1984 - Leuctra ligurica Aubert, la piü 
caratteristica specie invemale della plecotterofauna italiana. Fragm. ent., 17: 
221-227. (in Italian, English summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1984 - Leuctra vesulensis, new species 
from the Western Italian Alps (Plecoptera: Leuctridae). Aquatic Insects, 6: 
41-44. (in English)
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Ravizza C., 1985 - Una specie nuova di Leuctridae della regione italica: Leuctra 
elisabethae n. sp. (Plecoptera). Atti Soc .it. Sci. nat.. Museo civ. Stor. nat. 
Milano, 126: 63-69. (in Italian, English summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1985 - Une nouvelle espèce de Leuctridae 
des Alpes Pennines: Leuctra auberti n. sp. (Plecoptera). Mitt. Schweiz, ent. 
Ges., 58: 405-408. (in French, English summary)

Ravizza Dematteis E. & Ravizza C., 1985 - Leuctra sesvenna Aubert e L. 
Helvetica Aubert nell'alta valle del Po. Note morfologiche e geonemiche 
(Plecoptera Leuctridae). Boll. Mus. reg. Sci. nat. Torino, 3: 381-388. (in 
Italian, English summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1986 - Les Plécoptères du Grana (Alpes 
Cottiennes méridionales) (Plecoptera). Boll. Mus. reg. Sci. nat. Torino, 4: 
311-338. (in French, English summary)

Ravizza C., 1988 - Leuctra apenninicola, a new species of Stonefly (Plecoptera: 
Leuctridae) from the Apennines (Italy). Aquatic Insects, 10: 69-72. (in 
English)

Ravizza Dematteis E. & Ravizza C., 1988 - Les Plécoptères de la vallée 
supérieure du Pô (Alpes Cottiennes). Notes faunistiques et écologiques. 
Annls. Limnol., 24: 243-260. (in French, English summary)

Ravizza C. & Vinçon G., 1989 - Leuctra marinettae n. sp., plécoptère nouveau 
des Alpes françaises. Boll. Soc. ent. ital., 121: 19-23. (in French, English and 
Italian summaries)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1990 - The stonefly fauna of the Oropa 
valley (Pennine Alps) (Plecoptera). Boll. Mus. reg. Sci. nat. Torino, 8: 321 - 
342. (in English)

Sartori M., Membiela P., Ravizza C., Sanchez-Ortega A. & Zwick P., 1990 - 
Liste des types déposés au Musée de zoologie, Lausanne. L- Plecoptera 
(Insecta). Bull. Soc. vaud. Sci. nat., 80: 165-190. (in French, English 
summary)

Ravizza C. & Vinçon G., 1991 - Une nouvelle espèce de Plécoptère des Préalpes 
françaises: Leuctra zwicki (Plecoptera, Leuctridae). Nouv. Revue ent., 8:61- 
65. (in French, English summary)

Ravizza C. & Vinçon G., 1991 - Leuctra queyrassiana sp. n., a strongly 
orophilic stonefly (Plecoptera: Leuctridae) from the French Alps. Aquatic 
Insects, 13: 251 -255 (in English)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1991 - Altitudinal, seasonal and coenotic 
distribution patterns of stoneflies (Plecoptera) in the Oropa valley (Pennine 
Alps). Mem. 1st. ital. Idrobiol., 49: 29-50 (in English)

Ravizza C. & Gerecke R., 1991 - A review of the distribution of Plecoptera on 
Sicily. Mem. Soc. ent. ital., 70: 9-31 (in English, Italian summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1992 - Leuctra canavensis, a short winged 
new species of stonefly (Plecoptera: Leuctridae) from the Graian Alps 
(Italy). Aquatic Insects, 14: 93-96 (in English)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1993 - Zoogeographical aspects of the 
Plecoptera population of the Biellese mountains (Pennine Alps, Italy).. Boll. 
Soc. ent. ital., 125: 6-22 (in English)
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Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1993 - Leuctra vinconi a new species of 
stonefly (Plecoptera: Leuctridae) from the Pennine Alps Italy). Aquatic 
Insects, 15:41-44 (in English)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1994 - Leuctra vinconi subspecies 
aubertorum, a new race of Leuctra from the Ticino Canton, Switzerland 
(Plecoptera Leuctridae). Mitt. Schweiz, ent. Ges., 67: 37-41 (in English, 
French summary)

Ravizza Dematteis E. & Ravizza C., 1994 - Altitudinal zonation and coenotic 
patterns of Plecoptera in a northern Apennine stream. Boll. Soc. ent. ital., 
126: 51-60 (in English, Italian summary)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1994 - Note sur les Plécoptères de quelques 
biotopes lotiques de haute altitude du versant interne des Alpes centrales et 
occidentales. Boll. Zool. agr. Bachic., (II) 26: 183-199 (in French, English 
and Italian summaries)

Ravizza Dematteis, E. & Vinçon G. 1994 -  Leuctra ravizzai, an orophilic new 
species of Leuctra from the Western Alps (Plecoptera). -  Aquatic Insects 
(Lisse) 16 (2): 91-94.

Vinçon G., Ravizza C. & Aubert J., 1995 - Leuctra subalpina, a new species of 
Leuctridae (Insecta, Plecoptera) from the western Alps and the Apennines. 
Aquatic Insects, 17: 181-186 (in English)

Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1995 - Nemoura rivorum, a new species of 
Stonefly from the Northern Apennines (Plecoptera, Nemouridae). Mitt. 
Schweiz, ent. Ges., 68: 153-158 (in English, French summary)

Aubert J., Aubert C.-E., Ravizza C. & Ravizza Dematteis E., 1996. Les 
Plécoptère du Tessin, des vais de Mesolcina et de Calanca (canton des 
Grisons). Mitt. Schweiz, ent. Ges., 69: 9-40 (in French, English summary) 

Vinçon G. & Ravizza C., 1996 - Two new Leuctra in the inermis group: L. 
garumna from the Pyrenees and L. ameliae from the Western Alps (Insecta 
Plecoptera). Aquatic Insects, 18: 149-156. (in English)

Ravizza C., 1998 - Plecoptera Capniidae of the Italian Region. Atti Soc .it. Sci. 
nat. Museo civ. Stor. nat. Milano, 139 : 73-95. (in English)
Ravizza C. & Vinçon G., 1998 - Les Leuctridés (Plecoptera, Leuctridae) des 

Alpes. Mitt. Schweiz, ent. Ges., 71: 285-342. (in French, English keys and 
summary)

Vinçon G. & Ravizza C., 1998 - Three new Protonemura species from the 
Cordillera Cantabrica, Spain (Plecoptera, Nemouridae). Nouv. Revue Ent. 
(.N.S.), 15 (3): 249-255. (in English)

Ravizza C. & Fochetti R., 1998 - Plecotteri Taeniopterygidae della regione 
italica. Mem. Soc. entomol. ital., 11: 123-159. (in Italian, English keys and 
summary).

Vinçon G. & Ravizza C., 1999 - The genus Rhabdiopteryx in the Iberian 
Peninsula, with the description of R. antoninoi sp. n. (Plecoptera, 
Taeniopterygidae). Nouv. Revue Ent. (N.S.), 16: 187-193. (in English)

Vinçon G. & Ravizza C., 2000 - Leuctra cyrnea subsp. incudensis, an orophilic 
new race of Leuctra from, southern Corsica (Insecta, Plecoptera) Atti Soc 
.it. Sci. nat.. Museo civ. Stor. nat. Milano, 140: 107-110 (in English)
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Vinçon G. & Ravizza C., 2000 - New micropterous micro-endemic Leuctra 
species ans subspecies from the Spanish Cordillera Cantábrica (Plecoptera 
Leuctridae). Boll. Soc. entomol. ital., 132: 195-203. (in English).

Vinçon G. & Ravizza C., 2001 - Leuctridae (Plecoptera) of the Pyrenees. Annls. 
Limnol., 37: 293-322 (in English).
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English).
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The Ravizzas and presentor Zwick
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