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1997 Hons. BCompt degree  UNISA, Pretoria. 
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Employment: 
All my professional working life has been with the Plant protection Research Institute. 
1977 - 1998   :  Professional Officer/ Research Scientists (dates for  
     different levels of seniority not kept). 
1998 – current   : Specialist Scientist. 
 
I am primarily a bee taxonomist, specializing in Afrotropical bees, yet more recently 
focusing my research on southern African bees. The reason for this approach is that 
before I retire I believe I can complete revisionary work on all the southern African bees, 
and produce a website, with interactive catalogue and identification keys, and a 
hardcopy publication for their identification. I will also be able to produce distribution 
maps and compare their distributions with the biomes, food plant species, soil types, 
altitude etc. to understand what possibly delimits bee distribution, and so created 
testable hypotheses. This type of information is not readily available for many other 
African countries. As systematics cannot be done in isolation, I still study bees from the 
remainder of the continent, and other zoogeographic regions, to ensure that I make the 
best possible taxonomic decisions. Sometimes this results in publications on bees from 
other regions of Africa, depending on the quality of the information at hand. Occasionally 
I’m also asked to help young scientists from other areas, such as a revision I’m involved 
in on the Ctenoplectra of Taiwan and studies recently completed on European Melitta.  
 
Towards understanding the taxonomy of the bees from other regions of Africa, I propose 
to train at least one bee taxonomist in East, West and Central Africa. I have at least one 
person either beginning taxonomic studies or earmarked to start after finishing his/her 
degree in each region. Towards this goal I’ve catalogued every articles on Afrotropical 
bees (to be submitted later this year for publication in Zootaxa), I am scanning all the 
articles as pdf files and I’m producing a LUCID key for the identification of bee genera. 
This will enable young scientists to quickly become practicing and publishing) 
taxonomists. 
 
ARC staff now must apply for NRF rating. This was recently done. 
 



I have spend much of the past decade initiating and developing the International 
Pollinator Initiative (IPI), African Pollinator Initiative (API) and a large number of other 
successful projects, which has resulted in fewer scientific publication than expected. In 
the future I plan on focussing on bee taxonomy and therefore increase my publication 
rate, but as a few of my current studies will result in thick publications the number of 
articles may not go up much. I do not propose to turn my back on API, and in July we’ll 
hold a meeting to discuss how the USA National Science Foundation (NSF) can foster 
bee and pollination research in Africa, and API will become the networking vehicle. I will 
soon have an API page on the ARC website 
 
I’m also interested in stingless bee keeping (meliponiculture), although have only studied 
their taxonomy. My intension is to reduce destructive harvesting of their honey and 
improve pollination of crops and wild plants. I believe this can be grown into a green 
industry that can be practiced in and around nature reserves, and they could be 
managed to improve pollination of wild plants should the ailing honey bee create a void. 
I’m also involved in the bee barcoding initiative, particularly because I think we need to 
be able to identify the biotypes of bees used in migratory bee keeping (honey bees and 
stingless bees) to provide a scientific basis to their management. But these are 
sidelines, as taxonomy is my main focus. 
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