
Lothar Geitler 
on the occasion of his 90th birthday on May 18th 1989
I t  is an  o u ts ta n d in g  even t w hen  a  sc ien tis t o f  th e  h ig h est re p u ta tio n  a n d  in te rn a tio n a l 
d is tin c tio n  can  be c o n g ra tu la te d  o n  his 9 0 th  b ir th d a y . T h e  In s titu te  o f  B o tan y , 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  V ien n a , is fo r tu n a te  a n d  h o n o u re d  in  being  ab le  to  convey  h e a rtie s t 
c o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  its  fo rm er h ead , P ro f. D r  L o t h a r  G e i t l e r . N u m e ro u s  scientific  
co lleagues fro m  h o m e a n d  a b ro a d , fo rm e r c o lla b o ra to rs  an d  s tu d e n ts  w a n t to  p ay  
th e ir  d eep est respects  to  P ro f. G e i t l e r  by c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  p re sen t a n d  th e  nex t 
issue o f  P la n t S ystem atics a n d  E v o lu tio n .

P ro f. G e i t l e r  is a  m o d es t m a n  w h o  h as  sh u n n e d  th e  g la rin g  lig h t o f  p ub lic ity . 
T h e  ed ito rs , th e re fo re , feel th ey  a re  r ig h t in  n o t  describ in g  in  d e ta il his c u rricu lu m  
v itae  a n d  acad em ic  ca ree r (som e d a ta  a n d  h is m a in  resea rch  fields — cy an o p h y tes , 
d ia to m s, a n d  k a ry o lo g y  — hav e  a lre a d y  been  ad d ressed  in  th e  F es tsch rifts  fo r  his 
7 0 th  a n d  80 th  b ir th d a y s  (Ö ste rr. B o t. Z . 116, 1969, a n d  P la n t Syst. E vol. 131, 
1979). H o w ev er, they  w ish  to  h o n o u r  th e  scien tific  w o rk , w hich  h as  in c reased  still 
fu r th e r  in  th e  la s t d ecad e  (a list o f  p u b lic a tio n s  th a t  h av e  a p p e a re d  since 1979 is 
p re se n te d  below ) a n d  re fe r to  it  in  w h a t th ey  h o p e  is a n  a d e q u a te  a n d  usefu l m an n e r. 
T h ey  hav e  tr ie d  to  m ak e  his w o rk  fu lly  accessib le to  C o n tem p o rary  a n d  fu tu re  
sc ien tists  by  p re sen tin g  a k in d  o f  ind ex  to  th e  sub jec ts  a n d  ta x a  tre a te d  in  his 
im m ense  o u tp u t  o f  p u b lica tio n s .

T h is C om pila tion  d e m o n s tra te s  im pressively  th e  e n o rm o u s  w id th  o f  his re sea rch  
activ ities. T h e re  is h a rd ly  a g ro u p  o f  o rg an ism s th a t  h a s  n o t  a ttra c te d  G e i t l e r ’s 
q u ick  eye a n d  c ritica l genius. T h e  S pectrum  o f  h is p ap e rs  ex tends fro m  p a ra s itic  
m y x o b a c te ria  to  th e  in flo rescence  m o rp h o lo g y  o f  m im o so id s , fro m  th e  eco logy  an d  
sy stem atics o f  b lue-g reen  algae  to  th e  e n d o m ito tic  p o ly p lo id iz a tio n  o f  p la n t an d  
an im a l tissues, a n d  fro m  th e  life h is to ry  o f  d ia to m s  to  th e  re p ro d u c tio n  b io lo g y  o f  
o rch id s . W e g lance  ov er th e  w o rk  o f  one  o f  th e  la s t u n iv e rsa l b io log ists .

T h e  a u th o rs  o f  th e  fo llow ing  p ap e rs , th e  m em b ers  o f  th e  In s titu te  o f  B o ta n y  o f  
th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  V ienna , S p rin g er-V erlag  W ien  N ew  Y o rk , a n d  th e  e d ito rs  convey  
th e  h e a r tie s t c o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  P ro f. D r  L. G e i t l e r . T h e  w o rk  o f  h is life will 
p ro v id e  a  basis, set a  S tandard , a n d  give im p o r ta n t  Stim uli to  fu tu re  g en e ra tio n s  
o f  b io log ists .

T h e  E d ito rs




