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The scientific publications of Márton H reblay (1963-2000) on
Lepidoptera

Zsolt Bálint, Gergely Katona and László R onkay

Abstract: The complete bibliographic list of 52 scientific works on Lepidoptera written by the noctuid expert Marton H reblay 
is presented.

Introduction
In 2013 Márton H r e b l a y , an ardent „noctuid man” and a regular author of the first decade of the book series 
Esperiana would have been 50 years old. In his age of 37 a fatal car accident in northern Thailand took his 
life while he was returning from night collecting of insects.

In the short period of his entomologist life he founded a professional enterprise dealing with database 
construction, dissection, exchange, identification and setting of natural history specimens (Fig. 1). Besides this, 
he built up a Noctuidae reference collection of almost 800 standard museum drawers containing some 120.000 
specimens. In his collection there were further 200 drawers of 30.000 specimens representing butterflies or 
unset material from various expeditions. The reference collection was supplemented by a collection of more 
than 12.000 genital slides and colour prints of type material or specimens with historical importance in a 
similar number. In autumn 2011, the entire collection has became deposited in the Hungarian Natural History 
Museum via the goodwill of his heirs. According to their will the collection will be available for public research 
when it is fully catalogued.

Present paper is the first step in having an inventoried Hreblay collection. It lists all scientific publications of 
Márton Hreblay. The list of publications contains 52 titles, nine of which are dealing with faunistics (Nos 1, 
3-7, 9, 34 and 36). In the remaining 43 works (~ 80 %) the main topic is taxonomy when 605 species-group 
and 28 genus-group names in the family Noctuidae are introduced as new for science. Most of these - taxa 
are represented by primary or secondary type specimens in the Hreblay collection. The catalogue of these 
names and their name-bearing type specimens is under preparation.

With the publication of this paper we want to commemorate our colleague, Márton H r e b l a y  on the 50th 
anniversary of his birth and also to point out that his first comprehensive papers on the noctuid moths have 
been published in 1992 (nos 11-14), twenty years ago in Esperiana.
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Fig. 1. Marton Hreblay (in circa 1998) at his working-desk setting expedition material (Photo: Judit Heck)


