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The correspondence of D.L.F. von Schlechtendal stored in HAL comprises approximately 5,600 letters from about 

500 contemporaries. The list of senders contains among others some prominent names, e.g., A. von Humboldt, A. 

von Chamisso, R.A. Philippi. The letters reflect the transfer of scientific information in the botanical community of 

the 19th century. 
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Herbarium der Universität Halle-Wittenberg, Deutschland (HAL). Schlechtendalia 28: 29–34. 

Die Korrespondenz von D.F.L. von Schlechtendal, welche im Herbarium der Universität Halle-Wittenberg, 

Deutschland (HAL), aufbewahrt wird, umfasst etwa 5600 Briefe von 500 Zeitgenossen. Die Absenderliste enthält 

unter anderen auch einige bedeutende Namen, z.B. A. von Humboldt, A. von Chamisso, R.A. Philippi. Die Briefe 

reflektieren den Wissenstransfer in Kreisen der Botaniker des 19. Jahrhunderts. 
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Introduction 

D.F.L. von Schlechtendal (1794–1866) is one of the most important botanists of the 19th century, 

who described about 1,200 species, many of them from the New World, especially Central and 

South America (Schubert, 1964). His herbarium of ca. 70,000 specimens is preserved at the 

Herbarium of the Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg (HAL). Between 1833 and 1866, 

he acted as professor of botany and director of the botanical garden of local University (Werner, 

1988). Between 1826 and 1866 (40 years) he was editor of the journals “Linnaea“ and 

“Botanische Zeitschrift“, in which many contemporary botanists published results of their 

scientific researches, including descriptions of numerous new species and other taxa (e.g., A. 

von Chamisso, C.A. Ehrenberg, C.F. Lessing, C.G.D. Nees von Esenbeck, R.A. Philippi, etc.). 

At this time hand-written letters were the common way of communication with colleagues to 

maintain regular contacts, exchanges of information and to facilitate discussions. 

Schlechtendal’s correspondence encompasses letters sent to him by about 500 persons, 

including a wide range of famous contemporary botanists, natural scientists, travellers and plant 

collectors, for example, A. von Humboldt, G. Kunze, R.F. Hohenacker, F. Miquel, C.J.W. 

Schiede. The letters reflect the transfer of scientific information in the botanical community of 

the 19th century.  

Many interesting historical details and information are to be found in these letters, which are 

often not mentioned in the corresponding scientific publications. The letters contain references 

to itineraries of collectors and purchasers of plant collections, exchange of plant material and 

discussions about plant science, publishing activities, management of botanical gardens and 

other academic affairs. Many botanists sent specimens of new plant taxa as gifts to 

Schlechtendal. The specimens either belonged to their manuscripts for publication in the 

journals „Linnaea“ and „Botanische Zeitschrift“ or were sent to be identified or described as 

new taxa by Schlechtendal. The specimens concerned were mostly accompanied by letters that 

often refer to new descriptions. Certain letters contain references to and discussions on type 

specimens, now deposited at HAL (Braun et al., 2009 onwards), that have never been published. 

Other, more personal letters are also included, for example, a postcard sent by A. von Humboldt 

with the invitation to visit him in Paris. 
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Results  

The collection of the letters sent to D.F.L. von Schlechtendal includes approximately 5,600 

items. The alphabetically arranged list contains the names of about 500 contemporary persons 

as well as the number of letters written to Schlechtendal which are preserved at HAL. Most 

correspondents were colleagues, plant collectors, scientific travellers and other botanically 

interested persons from Germany and other countries. Furthermore, Schlechtendal corresponded 

also with publishers, draughtsmen and lithographers. The correspondence with scientific 

societies such as Ferdinandeum (Innsbruck), Société botanique de France, Soci t  imp riale des 

naturalistes de Moscou or Société royale de botanique de Belgique, is also preserved. A small 

part of the letters could not be exactly assigned to any person. Some of the letters contain 

additional drawings, receipts or any other written documents or notes. The following 

preliminary index comprises Schlechtendal’s correspondents with their life data if known and 

the number of letters preserved at HAL: 

 
Agardh, J.G. (1813–1901) - 1 

Ahlstrand, J.A. - 1 

Alefeld, F. (1820–1872) - 7 

von Stein zum Altenstein, K. (1770–1840) - 1 

d'Alton, J.S.E. (1802–1854) - 1 

Andersson, N.J. (1821–1880) - 2 

Areschoug, J.E. (1811–1887) - 39 

Ascherson, F.M. (1798–1879) - 1 

Ascherson, P.F.A. (1834–1913) - 40 

Auerswald, B. (1818–1870) - 2 

Augustin, F.L. (1776–1854) - 1 

von Baer, K.E. (1792–1876) - 5 

Bail, C.A.E.T. (1833–1922) - 5 

Barth, J.A. (1760–1813) - 1 

Bartling, F.G. (1798–1875) - 21 

de Bary, H.A. (1831–1888) - 31 

Batka, J.B. (1823–1872) - 3 

Bayrhoffer, J.D.W. (1793–1868) - 1 

Behr, H.H. (1818–1904) - 3 

Beilschmied, C.T. (1793–1848) - 5 

Benjamin, L. (1825–1848) - 2 

Berg, O.C. (1815–1866) - 38 

von Berg, E. (1782–1855) - 2 

Berghaus, H.K.W. (1797–1884) - 1 

Bergholz, J. - 1 

Bergsma, C.A. (1778–1859) - 1 

Berkeley, M.J. (1803–1889) - 1 

Bernhardi, J.J. (1774–1850) - 17 

Bertoloni, A. (1775–1869) - 16 

Beseke (?), C.H. - 1 

von Besser, W.S.J.G. (1784–1842) - 7 

Biasoletto, B.A. (1793–1859) - 10 

Biltz, F.H. (1790–1835) - 1 

Bischoff, G.W. (1797–1854) - 11 

Blanc, L.G. (1781–1866) - 9 

Blanco, A. - 1 

Blume, K.L. (1796–1862) - 1 

Blumenau, H. (1819–1899) - 1 

Böckeler, J.O. (1803–1899) - 3 

von Boenninghausen, C.M.F. (1785–1864) - 4 

Boissier, P.E. (1810–1885) - 2 

Bolle, C.A. (1821–1909) - 2 

Bonorden, H.F. (1801–1884) - 21 

Boreau, A. (1801–1875) - 1 

Bory de Saint-Vincent, G.J.B.M. (1780–1846) - 

8 

van den Bosch, R. B. (1810–1862) - 3 

Bouché, C.D. (1809–1881) - 12 

Bouché, P.C. (1784–1856) - 9 

Boussingault, J.B.J.D. (1802–1887) - 1 

Brandes, R. (1795–1842) - 1 

Brandt - 1 

Braun, A.C.H. (1805–1877) - 34 

Brockmüller, H. - 4 

Brongniart, A.T. (1801–1876) - 5 

Buchenau, F.G.P. (1831–1906) - 20 

Buchinger - 72 

Buek, H.W. (1796–1879) - 12 

Buek, J.N. (1779–1856) - 5 

Buhse, F.A. (1821–1898) - 2 

von Bunge, A. (1803–1890) - 35 

Burmeister, C.H. (1807–1892) - 23 

de Candolle, A.L.P.P. (1806–1893) - 38 

de Candolle, A.P. (1778–1841) - 9 

Caspary, J.X.R. (1818–1887) - 47 

Baron de Cesati, V. (1806–1883) - 19 

von Chamisso, A. (1781–1838) - 6 

von Chamisso, H. - 3 

de Charpentier, J.G.F. (1786–1855) - 1 

Christ, K.H.H. (1833–1933) - 4 

Cienkowsky, L.S. (1822–1887) - 2 

Clason, J.G. - 1 

Clos, D. (1821–1908) - 1 

Coemans, H.E.L.G. (1825–1871) - 2 

Cohn, F.L. (1828–1898) - 16 

Corda, A.K.J (1809–1849) - 1 

Crüger, H. (1818–1864) - 15 

Cruse, W. (1803–1873) - 23 

Currey, F. (1819–1881) - 1 

Cutanda, V. (1804–1865) - 2 

Czech, C. - 2 

Czerwiakowski, I.R. (1808–1882) - 8 

Decaisne, J. (1807–1882) - 2 

Dewey, C. (1784–1867) - 3 

Dierbach, J.H. (1788–1845) - 1 

Dieterici, C.F.W. (1790–1856) - 1 

Dippel, L. (1827–1914) - 6 

Dixwell, E.S. - 1 
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Döll, J.C. (1808–1885) - 1  

Donkelaar, A. (?–1858) - 1 

Dozy, F. (1807–1856) - 1 

Drège, J.F. (1794–1881) - 23 

Dronke, A. - 1 

Duby, J.E. (1798–1885) - 2 

Dunant, P. (1797–1866) - 1 

Duval-Jouve, J. (1810–1883) - 1 

Duvau, A. (1771–1831) - 1 

Echterling, J.B.H. - 1 

Eckler, G. - 8 

Ecklon, C.F. (1795–1868) - 1 

Ehrenberg, C.A. (1801–1849) - 21 

Ehrenberg, C.G. (1795–1876) - 9 

von Eichwald, K.E. (1795–1876) - 17 

Eisengrein, G.A. (1799–1857) - 3 

Endlicher, S.L. (1804–1849) - 8 

Engel, F. - 6 

Engelmann, G. (1809–1884) - 2 

Erdmann, J.E. (1805–1892) - 1 

Eschweiler, F.G. (1796–1831) - 5 

von Ettingshausen, K. (1826–1897) - 1 

Euch, F. - 1 

Eysenhardt, K.W. (1794–1825) - 80 

Fée, A.L.A. (1789–1874) - 19 

Fenzl, E. (1808–1879) - 11 

Ferdinandeum (Graf Künigl, Innsbruck) - 2 

Fintelmann, G.A. - 1 

von Fischer, F.E.L. (1782–1854) - 20 

Fischer von Waldheim, A. - 1 

Fleischer, F. - 3 

von Flotow, J.C.G.U.G.A.F. (1788–1856) - 7 

Flügel, J.G. - 3 

Fraas, C.N. (1810–1875) - 1 

Frank, A.B. (1839–1900) - 4 

Frauenfeld, G. (1807–1873) - 3 

Fresenius, J.B.G.W. (1808–1866) - 16 

Fries, E.M. (1794–1878) - 21 

Fristedt, R.F. (1832–1893) - 1 

von Frölich, J.A. (1766–1841) - 1 

Fuckel, K.W.G.L. (1821–1876) - 8 

Funk - 4 

Funke, P.W. - 1 

Fürnrohr, A.E. (1804–1861) - 8 

Gaede, H.M. (1796–1834) - 1 

von Gansauge - 2 

Garcke, F.–A. (1819–1904) - 64 

Garovaglio, S. (1805–1882) - 3 

Gasparrini, G. (1804–1866) - 1 

Geitner, G.A. - 3 

Germar, E.F. (1786–1853) - 2 

Giebel, C.G.A. (1820–1881) - 1 

Gieswald, H. - 3 

Goeppert, H.R. (1800–1884) - 81 

Goetze, A. - 12 

Goldmann, I. (1810–?1848) - 1 

Gottsche, C.M. (1808–1892) - 10 

Grabowski, H.E. (1792–1842) - 4 

von Graefe, C.F. (1787–1840) - 2 

Graf, S. (1801–1838) - 1 

Gray, A. (1810–1888) - 15 

Grisebach, A.H.R. (1814–1879) - 12 

Grönland, J. (1824–1891) - 3 

Guillemin, A. (1796–1842) - 1 

Günther, K.C. (1769–1833) - 35 

Haage & Schmidt - 36 

Hagena, K. (1806–1882) - 1 

van Hall, H.C. (1801–1874) - 9 

Hallier, E.H. (1831–1904) - 28 

Hampe, G.E.L. (1795–1880) - 73 

von Hanstein, J.L.E.R. (1822–1880) - 29 

Hartig, T. (1805–1880) - 32 

Hartsen, F.A. - 1 

Hasskarl, J.K. (1811–1894) - 63 

Hausleutner, J.L.E. (1805–1851) - 6 

von Hausmann zu Stetten, F. (1810–1878) - 1 

Hazslinszky von Hazslin, F.A. (1818–1896) - 1 

von Heer, O. (1809–1883) - 28 

Heesch - 1 

Hegelmaier, C.F. (1833–1906) - 1 

Heim, E.L. (1747–1834) - 1 

Held, J. - 5 

von Heldreich, T. (1822–1902) - 1 

Henckel von Donnersmarck, L.V.F. (1785–1861) 

- 26 

Henfrey, A. (1819–1859) - 4 

Henry, A.C.F. (1801–1875) - 3 

Henschel, A.W.E.T. (1790–1856) - 12 

Hentze, W. (1793–1847) - 2 

Hepp, J.A.P. (1797–1867) - 2 

van Heurck, H.-F. (1830–1909) - 8 

Heynich - 4 

Hildebrand, F.H.G. (1835–1915) - 20 

Hochstetter, C.F. (1787–1860) - 1 

Hoffmann, C.A. (1802–1883) - 7 

Hoffmann, H. (1819–1891) - 54 

Hoffmann, J.F. (1823–1841) - 2 

Hoffmann, F. (1797–1836) - 3 

Hoffmann, P. - 1 

von Hoffmannsegg, J.C. (1766–1849) - 4 

Hofmeister, W. (1824–1877) - 17 

Hofmeister, F. (1782–1864) - 6 

Hohenacker, R.F. (1798–1874) - 81 

von Hohenbühel, L.S.J.D.A. (1817–1885) - 2 

von Holle, G.K.H. D. (1825–1893) - 4 

Hooker, W.J. (1785–1865) - 2 

Hoppe, D.H. (1760–1846) - 15 

Horkel, J. (1769–1846) - 4 

Hornschuch, C.F. (1793–1850) - 45 

Hosbach (?), Mosbach (?), Rosbach (?), - 1 

van Houtte, L. - 3 

von Humboldt, A. (1769–1859) - 1 

Irmisch, J.F.T. (1816–1879) - 2 

von Irvaldszky, E. - 1 

von Itzenplitz, H.A. (1799–1883) - 4 

Itzigsohn, H. (1814–1879) - 20 

Jan, G. (1791–1866) - 1 

von Janka, V. (1837–1900) - 16 

Jessen, K.F.W. (1821–1889) - 27 

Jochmann, E.S. - 1 
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le Jolis, A.F. (1823–1903) - 3 

Jühlke, F. (1815–1893) - 2 

Junghuhn, F.W. (1809–1864) - 23 

Juratzka, J. (1821–1878) - 2 

Kabsch, W.A.W. (1835–1864) - 5 

Kachler, J. (1782–1863) - 2 

Karsten, H. (1817–1908) - 37 

Kaulfuß, G.F. (1786–1830) - 6 

Kegel, H.A.H. (1819–1856) - 1 

Kelch (?) - 2 

Kerner von Marilaun, A. (1831–1898) - 5 

Kettenbeil, C.G. - 3 

Kippist, R.F. (1812–1882) - 1 

Kittel, B.M. (1798–1885) - 4 

Klatt, F.W. (1825–1897) - 20 

von Klinggräff, H.E.M. (1820–1902) - 19 

Klinsmann, E.F. (1794–1865) - 34 

Klotz, R.F. (1807–1870) - 1 

Klotzsch, J.F. (1805–1860) - 121 

Knoblauch, H. (1820–?) - 1 

Knüttel, S. - 12 

Koch, K.H.E. (1809–1879) - 43 

Koch, W.D.J. (1774–1849) - 26 

Körnicke, F.A. (1828–1908) - 14 

Kosteletzky, V.F. (1801–1887) - 6 

Kotzschy, T. (1813–1866) - 10 

Kreutzer, K.J. (1809–1866) - 1 

von Kühn, J. (1825–1910) - 4 

Kunth, K.S. (1788–1850) - 3 

Kuntze, C.E.O. (1843–1907) - 2 

Kunze, G. (1793–1851) - 352 

Kützing, F.T. (1807–1893) - 52 

Lang, F.A. (1795–1863) - 3 

Langethal, C.E. (1806–1878) - 1 

Langkavel, B.A. (1825–1902) - 3 

Lantzius-Béninga, G.B.S. (1815–1871) - 1 

Lasch, W.G. (1786–1863) - 9 

Laurer, J.F. (1798–1873) - 4 

Lehmann, J.G.C. (1792–1860) - 52 

Leithner - 5 

Lemaire, C. (1800–1871) - 13 

Lenormand, S.R. (1796–1871) - 3 

Lessing, C.F. (1810–1862) - 2 

Liebmann, F.M. (1813–1856) - 2 

Comte de Limminghe, A.M.A. (1834–1861) - 1 

Lindberg, S.O. (1835–1889) - 2 

Lindblom, A.E. (1807–1853) - 1 

Lindes, A.W. (1800–1862) - 1 

Link, H.F. (1767–1851) - 18 

Loehr, M.J. (1800–1864) - 2 

Lorentz, P.G. (1835–1881) - 4 

Loudon, J.C. (1783–1843) - 1 

Lüders, J.E., née de Boor - 5 

Marsson, T.F. (1816–1892) - 2 

Martens, M.B. (1797–1863) - 14 

von Martius, C.F.P. (1794–1868) - 4 

Martius - 1 

Maschke, O. - 3 

Mason, N.H. (?–1860) - 1 

Mauritius - 2 

Mayer, A.F.J.K. (1787–1865) - 1 

Meinshausen, K.F. (1819–1899) - 2 

Meisner, C.F. (1800–1874) - 22 

Meissner - 1 

Meissner, K.F.W. (1792–1855) - 1 

Meneghini, G.G.A. (1811–1889) - 2 

Merck, E. (1794–1855) - 7 

Mertens, K.F. (1764–1831) - 11 

Mertens, K.H. (1796–1830) - 1 

Metsch, J.C. (1796–1856) - 10 

Mettenheimer - 1 

Mettenius, C.H. (1823–1866) - 9 

Meyer, C.A. (1795–1855) - 1 

Meyer, E.H.F. (1791–1858) - 89 

Meyer, G.F.W. (1782–1856) - 15 

Meyer, F.J.F. (1804–1840) - 3 

Meyer (von?) - 1 

Milde, C.A.J. (1824–1871) - 86 

Miquel, F.A.W. (1811–1871) - 74 

de Mirbel, C.F.B. (1776–1854) - 2 

Moeschler, H.B. - 3 

von Mohl, H. (1805–1872) - 113 

Montagne, J.P.F.C. (1784–1866) - 1 

Moore, T. (1821–1887) - 1 

Moquin-Tandon, C.H.B.A. (1804–1863) - 2 

Moricand, M.E.S. (1780–1854) - 11 

Moris, G.C. (1796–1869) - 13 

Morren, C.J.E. (1833–1886) - 1 

Mousson, D.A.M. - 1 

Müller, C. (1817–1870) - 11 

Müller, J.B. (1806–1894) - 1 

Müller, K.J.A. (1818–1899) - 28 

von Müller, A. - 2 

Müller, D. (1812–1857) - 5 

Müller, J. (1828–1896) - 26 

Münter, J.A.H.A. (1815–1885) - 29 

Nasemann (1821–1895) - 1 

Nees von Esenbeck, T.F.L. (1787–1837) - 15 

Nees von Esenbeck, C.G.D. (1776–1858) - 67 

Niemeyer, A.H. - 2 

Nitschke, T.R.J. (1834–1883) - 4 

Nitzsch, C.L. (1782–1837) - 1 

Noerdlinger, H. (1818–1897) - 1 

Nolte, E.F. (1791–1875) - 46 

Norman, J.M. (1823–1903) - 1 

de Notaris, G. (1805–1877) - 17 

Noё, F.W. (?–1858) - 5 

Nusch, J. - 1 

Nylander, W. (1822–1899) - 9 

Nyman, C.F. (1820–1983) - 8 

Oehmigke - 2 

Oertel, G. (1833–1908) - 1 

von Olfers, I.F.M. (1793–1872) - 1 

Opitz, P.M. (1787–1858) - 8 

Orphanides, T.G. (1817–1886) - 4 

Örsted, A.S. (1816–1872) - 1 

Otto, E. (1812–1885) - 41 

Otto, F. (1783–1856) - 47 

Oudemans, C.A.J.A. (1825–1906) - 13 

Pabst, C. (1825/6–1863) - 10 
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Pamplin, W.J. (1806–1899) - 16 

Passerini, G. (1816–1893) - 3 

Pauli, E. - 1 

Perleb, K.J. (1794–1845) - 1 

Pernice, L.W. (1799–1861) - 7 

Persoon, C.H. (1761–1836) - 1 

Petermann, A. (1822–1878) - 1 

Petzold, E.A. (1815–1891) - 1 

Peyritsch, J.J. (1835–1889) - 6 

Pfeiffer, L. (1805–1877) - 7 

Philippi, R.A. (1808–1904) - 12 

Phoebus, P. (1804–1880) - 15 

Pitra, A.S. - 3 

Planchon, J.E. (1822–1888) - 1 

Poeppig, E.F. (1798–1868) - 1 

Poggendorf, J.C. (1796–1877) - 4 

Pohl, J.E. (1782–1834) - 2 

Pokorny, A. (1826–1886) - 1 

Pollender, A. - 2 

Preiß, J.A.L. (1811–1883) - 2 

Presl, K.B. (1794–1852) - 1 

Preuß, C.G.T. (?–1855) - 9 

Pringsheim, N. (1823–1894) - 13 

Pritzel, G.A. (1815–1874) - 18 

Rabenhorst, G.L. (1806–1881) - 80 

Ratzeburg, J.T.C. (1801–1871) - 1 

von Regel, E.A. (1815–1892) - 21 

Regnell, A.F. (1807–1884) - 1 

Reichenbach, A.B. (1807–1860) - 1 

Reichenbach, H.G.L. (1793–1879) - 19 

Reichenbach, H.G. (1824–1889) - 104 

von Reichenbach, K.L. (1788–1869) - 3 

Reinsch, P.F. (1836–1914) - 11 

Reisseck, S. (1819–1871) - 1 

Ritter, C. (1779–1859) - 1 

Röding, G.F.C. - 3 

Roestell, G. - 1 

Römer, H. (?–1843) - 1 

Röper, J.A.C. (1801–1885) - 72 

Röse, A. - 13 

Rosenberger, A. - 1 

Roßmann, G.W.J. (1832–1866) - 5 

Rostkovius, F.W.G. (1770–1848) - 2 

Rudolphi, F.C.L. (1801–1849) - 2 

Ruprecht, F.J. (1814–1870) - 1 

Ruthe, J.F. (1788–1859) - 5 

von Sachs, F.G.J. (1832–1897) - 27 
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