Obituary read by P. Zwick in honour of the late
Professeur Jacques AUBERT
at the XII International Symposium on Plecoptera,
Lausanne, 18-20 August 1995

Chére Madame Aubert, cher Monsieur Aubert,
dear friends and colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,

I am very sad, as we all are, that this little ceremony expressing our
deep appreciation and admiration of the scientific work of Professeur
Jacques AUBERT comes late, by a few days. I am very sorry that what
was intended to please Professeur AUBERT has now to be said in the
commemoration of this grand maitre de la plécoptérologie, after his
recent death. I am grateful to you, dear Madame Aubert, dear Monsieur
Aubert, that you have come to participate in this ceremony, despite the
sad circumstances.

The Standing Committee for the International Symposia on
Plecoptera found it very easy to unanimously agree that in view of his
outstanding success in our science Jacques AUBERT was the prime
(although not the only) deserving candidate for the Lifetime Achievement
Awards presented by our Society. It appears appropriate to separate the
donation of his award from that of others, and to say a few words in the
memory and honour of Jacques AUBERT now.

The publication list of Jacques AUBERT which I have before me
includes more than 80 original publications on Plecoptera. These papers
were published between 1943 and 1995, over a period of more than 50
years and constitute a very impressive life work in the strict sense of the
word. In it, I recognize several distinct fields of special lasting
importance and would like to say a few words on each of these focal
points in Jacques AUBERT’s work.

Jacques AUBERT’s first paper on Plecoptera, in 1943, and one
additional one, in 1947, dealt with Plecoptera chromosomes. Both of
these papers were co-authored by Professor MATTHEY, under whom
Jacques AUBERT was then a student. It may well be that Professor
MATTHEY would have liked his student to procede in this direction;
however, this line of research was not followed up further by Jacques
AUBERT. This is by no means to be taken as an indication of lack of
success with this work - to the contrary. These two papers on Plecoptera
chromosomes were not only the first ones on the subject, they also
remain the latest ones on it, even today. Could there be better evidence
for the lasting importance of Jacques AUBERT’s work?! Here, we have a
first milestone of his Plecoptera research.
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We all realize that stonefly faunistics and mainly stonefly taxonomy
were the outstanding domain of Jacques AUBERT. His Plécoptéres de la
Suisse Romande (1946) was a standard text on which many subsequent
workers relied and from which they have drawn. It also laid the
foundations of his work on the Plecoptera in the Fauna Helvetica (1959),
which remains the best text for identification of central European
Plecoptera today.

Remember that Jacques AUBERT was working near the cradle of
our science, not far from Geneva where Frangois Jules PICTET published
his world monograph of Plecoptera (1842), introducing wing vein
homologies to the study of the order. Jacques AUBERT’s other Swiss
forerunner was F. RIS who (together with K.J. MORTON in Scotland and
P. KEMPNY in Austria) introduced the study of external Plecoptera
genitalia, at the turn of the century. The work of forerunners does not al-
ways facilitate one’s own work; in the present case, this is true of the
notorious Reverend L. NAVAS who, throughout his lifetime, kept
covering the world map with type localities of ever new taxonomic
puzzles.

Jacques AUBERT showed in an exemplary way how to deal with
such heritage: he looked at the PICTET-collection in Geneva and found it
to contain near to no original material, i.e., there was nothing to worry
about. The good work of RIS and his contemporaries posed also no
problems, but the publications by NAVAS did. Jacques AUBERT accepted
the challenge and tracked NAVAS’ types down. Only after he had cleared
the ground, Jacques AUBERT started naming new species of his own; I
wish the same care were always taken by every worker in the field.
Certainly, we are all deeply in Jacques AUBERT’s dept and profoundly
grateful to him for his studies on, and his invaluable lists of, the
Plecoptera types of NAVAS; here we have a second milestone in Jacques
AUBERT’s life work. '

Milestone three is, of course, Jacques AUBERT’s own taxonomic
work. He named more than 150 species (or subspecies) of Plecoptera,
and almost every one is valid today. Jacques AUBERT’s descriptions are
generally brief and concise, concentrating on the essential, and together
with the remarkably clear and correct illustrations (many of which were
prepared for him by Madame PETITPIERRE) precisely identify the species.
In the few cases where I ever borrowed types from Jacques AUBERT’s
collection this proved to be a superfluous exercise: the type always
looked exactly as described and illustrated in Jacques AUBERT’s paper!
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A fine sense of humour was displayed in the only description by
Jacques AUBERT which was accompanied by the illustration of a
shrivelled (but nevertheless distinct) species of Nemoura, instead of the
usual beautiful comprehensive illustrations of cleared genitalia. Jacques
AUBERT named it navasi, in appreciation of NAVAS’ work: I would not
be surprized if the very peculiar head pattern of the animal had suggested
to Jacques AUBERT, already at the time of the description, that N.
navasi would ultimately sink, as a synonym of N. fulviceps KLAPALEK.

The list of species named by Jacques AUBERT is far too long to be
read or projected here, but it is rewarding to look at it in a synoptic way.
A plot of the origin of the new species against their respective year of
description (Figure 1) nicely shows that in the early years of Jacques
AUBERT’s studies the war situation restricted him to his home country
and that later adjacent and successively more and more distant regions to
which Jacques AUBERT travelled on his motor cycle became accessible
to him, and yielded new species. The relatively early end of descriptions
from the Alps indicates no neglect; instead, Jacques AUBERT had sim-
ply exhausted the supply of new species! A new Alpine subspecies the
description of which Jacques AUBERT co-authored, in 1995, is an
exception; it is not shown in the graph, to avoid offsetting the time scale.
The right portion of the graph shows Jacques AUBERT’s work on exotic
species; much of it is based on collections of his former colleague in
Lausanne, F. SCHMID, who is now in Canada.

The impact of Jacques AUBERT’s work is clearly reflected by the
percentages of known species that he named in several regional faunas;
Figure 2 provides examples. Jacques AUBERT named about 20% of the
European Plecoptera, and over 80% of the Nemouridae in Assam (the
only family Jacques AUBERT studied from there).

As we all know, taxonomic authorship is everlasting and never
expires. Particularly when the species are valid (as nearly all of
AUBERT’S are) they constitute a living monument of the author’s
successful work. Also, several stonefly taxa were named by other
authors, to honour Jacques AUBERT (and others are still in print now):

Aubertiana Zhiltzova, 1995 ' [Central Asia]
Aubertoperla 1llies, 1963 [Andes]
Brachyptera auberti Consiglio, 1957 [Sardinia]
Isoperla auberti Rauser, 1965 [Bulgaria]
Protonemura auberti Illies, 1954 [Germany]
Taeniopteryx auberti Kis et Sowa, 1964 [Romania]
Teutoperla auberti Illies, 1965 [Chile]
Leuctra vinconi aubertorum

RAVIZZA & RAVIZZA DEMATTEIS, 1994 [AlpS]
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Finally, there is a fourth point of major importance in Jacques
AUBERT’s life work on Plecoptera; it is of particular significance in the
context of the present symposium. It was Jacques AUBERT who in 1956
invited six European colleagues to attend the First International
Symposium on Plecoptera, here in Lausanne, initiating a sequence of
successful international symposia which are of vital importance to our
science. The living tradition of these gatherings will also continuously be
connected with his name.

Chére Madame Aubert, cher Monsieur Aubert, dear friends and
colleagues, we are all very sad that Jacques AUBERT did not live to
receive our grateful thanks for his contribution to stonefly science, of
which this plaque is an expression. A lifetime work like that of Jacques
AUBERT is impossible without loving support in the family and shared
interest which was clearly seen when both Jacques AUBERT and his
wife attended several of the later symposia.

I would like you, chére Madame Aubert, to accept this placque in
your late husband’s place. Please, be certain that his name and memory
will remain alive and cherished among his fellow stonely students.
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