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Dr. John Brittain

Dr. John E. Brittain has been studying Plecoptera and other aquatic insects for
over 40 years. Initially, he took his Ph.D. on the ecology and distribution of
Ephemeroptera and Plecoptera at the University of Wales, Bangor, U.K., before moving
to Norway on a post-doctoral fellowship, where he worked together with the late Dr.
Albert Lillehammer for a number of years. He has stayed in Norway ever since, obtaining
a Norwegian dr. philos. degree in 1978. He was awarded a D.Sc. from the University of
Wales in 1993 for his significant contribution to science. At present he is Senior Research
Scientist at the Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries Laboratory at the Natural
History Museum, University of Oslo. In addition he holds the post of Adjunct Professor,
in the Department of Ecology and Natural Resources, Norwegian University of Life
Sciences and is a Senior Adviser at the Norwegian Water Resources & Energy
Directorate, thus combining research, teaching and management.

Dr. Brittain has published extensively on aquatic insects, especially Plecoptera
and Ephemeroptera, with a focus on their ecology, notably egg development, life cycles
and their use as environmental indicators. The studies have largely been in Europe,
especially in arctic and alpine areas, although sorties have been made to Canada and
Australia. He is currently chair of the Standing Committee of the International Society of
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Plecopterologists. In addition to research on freshwater biodiversity, Dr. Brittain has
published widely in radioecology and environmental aspects of hydropower
development.

The Publications of Dr. John Brittain on Plecoptera:
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Brittain, J.E. 1974. Studies on the lentic Ephemeroptera and Plecoptera of southern
Norway. Norsk entomologisk Tidsskrift 21: 135-154.

Brittain, J.E. 1975. The temperature of two Welsh lakes and its effect on the distribution
of two freshwater insects. Hydrobiologia 48: 37-49.

Brittain, J.E. 1977. The effect of temperature on the egg incubation period of
Taeniopteryx nebulosa (L.) (Plecoptera). Oikos 29: 302-305.

Aarefjord, F., J. E. Brittain. and A. Lillehammer. 1978. The benthos of @vre
Heimdalsvatn: Introduction. Holarctic Ecology.1: 219-220.

Brittain, J.E. 1978. Semivoltinism in mountain populations of Nemurella pictetii
(Plecoptera). Oikos 30: 1-6.

Brittain, J.E. and A. Lillehammer. 1978. The fauna of the exposed zone of @vre
Heimdalsvatn: Methods, sampling stations and general results. Holarctic Ecology.
1: 221-228.

Larsson, P., J. E. Brittain, L. Lien, A. Lillehammer and K. Tangen. 1978. The lake
ecosystem of @vre Heimdalsvatn. Holarctic Ecology. 1: 304-320.

Lillehammer, A. and J.E. Brittain. 1978. The invertebrate fauna of the streams in @vre
Heimdalen. Holarctic Ecology. 1: 271-276.

Brittain, J.E. 1983. The first record of Xanthoperla apicalis (Newman) (Plecoptera:
Chloroperlidae) from Scandinavia, with a key to the mature nymphs of the
Scandinavian Chloroperlidae. Fauna Norvegica Serie B. 30: 52-53.

Brittain, J.E. 1983. The influence of temperature on nymphal growth rates in mountain
stoneflies (Plecoptera). Ecology 64: 440-446.

Brittain, J.E., A. Lillehammer and R. Bildeng. 1984. The impact of a water transfer
schemeon the benthic macroinvertebrates of a Norwegian river. In Lillehammer,
A.and & S. J. Saltveit (eds). Regulated Rivers. University of Oslo Press. pp.
189-199.

26



Brittain, J.E., A. Lillehammer, and S.J. Saltveit. 1984. The effect of temperature on
intraspecific variation in egg biology and nymphal size in the stonefly Capnia
atra (Plecoptera). Journal of Animal Ecology 53: 161-1609.

Brittain, J.E. and R.B. Mutch. 1984. The effect of water temperature on the egg
incubation period of Mesocapnia oenone (Plecoptera) from the Canadian Rocky
Mountains. Canadian Entomologist 116: 549-554.

Brittain, J.E., A. Lillehammer and S.J. Saltveit. 1986. Intraspecific variation in the
nymphal growth rate of the stonefly, Capnia atra (Plecoptera). Journal of Animal
Ecology 55: 1001-1006.

Saltveit, S.J. and J.E. Brittain. 1986. Short-wingedness in the stonefly, Diura nanseni
(Kempny) (Plecoptera: Perlodidae). Entomologica Scandinavica 17: 153-156.

Brittain, J.E. and A. Lillehammer. 1987. Variability in the rate of egg development of the
stonefly, Nemoura cinerea (Plecoptera). Freshwater Biology 17: 565-568.

Lillehammer, A. and J.E. Brittain. 1987. Longitudinal zonation in the benthic invertebrate
fauna of the River Glomma, Eastern Norway. Fauna Norvegica Serie A. 8: 1-10.

Saltveit, S.J., J.E. Brittain and A.Lillehammer. 1987. Stoneflies and river regulation- a
review. In Craig, J.F. & Kemper, J.B. (eds), Regulated Streams. Plenum, New
York, pp.117-129.

Brittain, J.E. and T. J. Eikeland. 1988. Invertebrate drift- a review. Hydrobiologia
166:77-93.

Lillehammer, A., J.E. Brittain, S.J. Saltveit, and P. Nielsen. 1989. Egg development,
nymphal growth and life cycles in Plecoptera. Holarctic Ecology. 12: 173-186.

Brittain, J.E. 1990. Life history strategies in Ephemeroptera and Plecoptera. In Campbell,
I. C. (ed.). Mayflies and stoneflies: Life history and biology. Kluwer Academic
Publishers, Dordrecht. pp. 1-12.

Brittain, J.E. 1991. The effect of temperature on egg development in the Australian
stonefly genus, Austrocercella Illies (Plecoptera: Notonemouridae). Australian
Journal of Marine and Freshwater Research 42: 107-114.

Brittain, J.E. 1991. Life history characteristics as a determinant of the response of
mayflies and stoneflies to man-made environmental disturbance. In
Alba-Tercedor, J. (ed.). Overview and strategies of Ephemeroptera and
Plecoptera. Sandhill Press, Gainesville, Florida. U.S.A. pp. 539-545.

Brittain, J.E. 1993. A tribute to Albert Lillehammer (1930-1992) and his scientific work.
Annales Limnologie 29: 111-113.

27



Saltveit, S.J., T. Bremnes, and J.E. Brittain. 1994. Effect of changed temperature regime
on the benthos of a Norwegian regulated river. Regulated Rivers: Research and
Management 9: 93-102.

Brittain, J.E. and S. J. Saltveit. 1996. Plecoptera, stoneflies. In Nilsson, A.N. (ed.).
Agquatic Insects of North Europe.—A Taxonomic Handbook. Apollo Books,
Stenstrup, Denmark, pp. 55-75.

Brittain, J.E. 1997. Egg development in Thaumatoperla, an endangered stonefly genus,
endemic to the Australian Alps (Plecoptera: Eustheniidae). In Landolt, P. &
Sartori, M. (eds) Ephemeroptera & Plecoptera: Biology-Ecology-Systematics.
MTL Fribourg. pp. 30-33.

Brittain, J.E., S.J. Saltveit, E. Castella, J. Bogen, T. Bgnsnes, |. Blakar, T. Bremnes, I.
Haug and G.Velle. 2001. The macroinvertebrate communities of two contrasting
Norwegian glacial rivers in relation to environmental variables. Freshwater
Biology 46: 1723-1736.

Castella, E., H. Adalstinsson, J.E. Brittain, G.M. Gislason, A. Lehmann, V. Lencioni, B.
Lods-Crozet, B. Maiolini, A.M. Milner, J.S. Olafsson, S. J. Saltveit, and D.L.
Snook. 2001. Macrobenthic invertebrate richness and composition along a
latitudinal gradient of European glacier-fed streams. Freshwater Biology 46:
1811-1831.

Milner, A.M., J.E. Brittain, E. Castella, and G. E. Petts. 2001. Trends of
macroinvertebrate community structure in glacier-fed rivers in relation to
environmental conditions: a synthesis. Freshwater Biology 46: 1833-1847.

Saltveit, S.J., I. Haug, I. and J.E. Brittain. 2001. Invertebrate drift in a glacial river and its
non-glacial tributary. Freshwater Biology 46: 1777-17809.

Sand, K. and J.E. Brittain. 2001. Egg development in Dinocras cephalotes (Plecoptera,
Perlidae) at its altitudinal limit in Norway. In Dominguez, E. (ed.) Trends in
Research in Ephemeroptera and Plecoptera. Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers,
New York. pp. 209-216.

Brittain, J.E., E. Castella, S. Knispel, V. Lencioni, B. Lods-Crozet, B. Maiolini, A.M.
Milner, S. J. Saltveit and D.L. Snook. 2003. Ephemeropteran and plecopteran
communities in glacial rivers. In Gaino, E. (Ed.) Research Update on
Ephemeroptera and Plecoptera. University of Perugia, Italy, pp. 271-277.

Brittain, J.E., G. M. Gislason, V.l. Ponomorev, J. Bogen, S. Brars, A.J. Jensen, L.G.
Khoklova, S.K. Kochanov, A.V. Kokovkin, K. Melvold, J.S. Olafsson, L-E.
Pettersson, and A.S. Stenina. 2009. Arctic Rivers. In: Rivers of Europe. Elsevier
pp. 337-379.

28



Brittain, J.E. and R. Borgstrem. 2010. The subalpine lake ecosystem, @vre Heimdalsvatn,
and its catchment: local and global changes over the last 50 years Developments
in Hydrobiology 211. Springer. 126 pp.

Milner, A.M., J.E. Brittain, L.E. Brown, and D.M. Hannah. 2010. Water sources and
habitat of Alpine streams. In: Alpine Waters. Springer. pp. 175-191

Naestad, F. and J.E. Brittain. 2010. Long-term changes in the littoral benthos of a
Norwegian subalpine lake following the introduction of the European minnow
(Phoxinus phoxinus). Hydrobiologia 642: 71-79.

Boumans, L. and J.E.Brittain. 2012. Faunistics of stoneflies (Plecoptera) in Finnmark,
northern Norway, including DNA barcoding of Nemouridae. Norwegian Journal
of Entomology 59: 196-215.

Petrin, Z., J.E. Brittain and S.J. Saltveit. In press. Mayfly and stonefly species traits and
species composition reflect hydrological regulation: a meta-analysis. Journal of
Freshwater Science.

TENTH NORTH AMERICAN PLECOPTERA SYMPOSIUM

TENTH NORTH AMERICAN PLECOPTERA SYMPOSIUM

Saturday June 8 to Tuesday June 11, 2013
Lamar, Pennsylvania

Co-sponsored by Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania and
The Entomological Society of Pennsylvania

The Tenth North American Plecoptera Symposium will be held at the Lock Haven
University’s Sieg Center field station, located near Lamar, in southeastern Clinton County
Pennsylvania, from Saturday afternoon June 8 to noon Tuesday June 11, 2013. Note this is a
change in location from the earlier announcement.

This location is a private spot consisting of 44 acres of woodland in a gap in the
mountains cut by Fishing Creek, a well-known trophy trout stream. The center has a main lodge
with 2 large meeting rooms, a fireplace, kitchen, and separate bunkhouse sleeping rooms for men
and women with adjacent bath facilities. Out of state and frequent NAPS attendees will be given
preference for the on-site lodging. Motel rooms are available at the Lamar exit of 1-80 about 7
miles away for those who do not wish to stay on site.

The Sieg Center is located in the Susquehanna River basin, in a scenic section of the
northern edge of the Ridge and Valley Ecoregion. The Allegheny Front dividing the Ridge and
Valley from the Appalachian Plateau Ecoregion is a short distance to the north. The site is a
private holding within the Pennsylvania Game Commission-owned gamelands #295 and close to
Bald Eagle, Sproul and Tiadaghton state forests. Maps and information can be found on the
following websites: http://www.lhup.edu/sieg/, www.dcnr.state.pa.us, and www.pgc.state.pa.us.
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