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On the occurrence of Carex randalpina B.WALLNOFER
(Cyperaceae) in Hungary

A. Mesterhazy*, G. Kiraly* & B. Wallnofer**

Abstract

The species Carex randalpina B.WALLN. (Cyperaceae) is here reported for the first time from Hungary
(from Zala County in the western part of the country).

Key words: Carex randalpina, Cyperaceae, Flora of Hungary.

Zusammenfassung

Die Art Carex randalpina B.WALLN. (Cyperaceae) wird hier erstmals fiir Ungarn genannt, und zwar aus
dem Komitat Zala im Westen des Landes.

The sedge Carex randalpina B.WALLN. described in 1994, has been documented in the
foreland of the eastern Alps of Germany, Austria, Slovenia (WALLNOFER 1993, 1994,
2006, MARTINCIC et al. 1999, MARTINCIC 2007), Croatia (STANCIC 2009, 2010) and
north-eastern Italy (PROSSER 1998, ARGENTI & RODATO 2004, ARGENTI & LASEN 2004,
BUSNARDO 2004, COSTALONGA 2006). It has not been recorded from Hungary so far
(KirALY 2009).

This species has been discovered by the first author from 2005 onwards in the following
localities in south-western Hungary (Zala County; see fig. 2): Becsehely (valley of
"Borsfai-patak"), 161 m, (9566/2), 28 May 2005, A. Mesterhazy AMHU 1565 [Herb.
Mesterhazy]; — Lispeszentadorjan (south of the village, along "Szentadorjani-patak"),
195 m, (9466/4), 2 June 2008, A. Mesterhazy AMHU 3677 [Herb. Mesterhazy]; —
Kanyavar, on wet meadows along the road, 46°33'53" N, 16°41'43" E, 169 m, (9466/1),
1 June 2009, A. Mesterhazy 1-2009 [W 7x], (only this collection has been seen by the
second and third author!). — Observations only (no specimens collected): Banokszent-
gyorgy (between the village and Szentliszl6), 194 m, (9466/2), 27 May 2005; — near the
village of Bazakerettye, (9466/3); — Varfolde (along "Als6-Valicka-patak™), 176 m,
(9466/4), 2 June 2008; — near the village of Borsfa, (9466/4); — Zajk (north of the settle-
ment, along "Zajki-patak™), 193 m, (9566/1), 15 June 2010; — Eszteregnye (north of the
settlement), 192 m, (9567/1), 28 May 2009.

In Hungary, the species occurs in stream valleys of low hilly areas, at an altitude
between 160 and 200 meters. It is a characteristic stand-forming species of tall sedge

Attila Mesterhazy, Dr. Gergely Kirdly, West Hungarian University, Department of Botany, Bajcsy-
. Ls.u 4., 9400 Sopron, Hungary. — amesterhazy@gmail.com — gkiraly@emk.nyme.hu

Dr. Bruno Wallnofer, Naturhistorisches Museum Wien, Botanische Abteilung, Burgring 7, 1010 Wien,

Austria. — bruno.wallnoefer@nhm-wien.ac.at


mailto:amesterhazy@gmail.com
mailto:gkiraly@emk.nyme.hu
mailto:bruno.wallnoefer@nhm-wien.ac.at

178 Annalen des Naturhistorischen Museums in Wien, B, | >

| HERBARIUM W
2009-08613 .

NATUR ES
L

NATURHISTORISCHES MUSEUM WIEN
BOTANISCHE ABTEILUNG (W)

Cyperaceae
Carex randalpina B.WALLN.

Ungarn, Zala County, Kanyavar: on wet meadow along the road, elev.:
169 m, "N 46335285 E 16414295" (= 46°33'52.85" N, 16°41'42.95" E).

Die Spreiten der duBeren (unteren; - und insgesamt kiirzeren) Blitter waren bis zu 17 mm
breit!

Attila Mesterhazy via email (10.06.2009): "1 know this species from southern part of Zala
County, in the neigbourhood of following villages: Borsfa, Varfolde, Becsehely,

Li dorjén, Kanyavar, Binok o i The C.
randalpina often occurs together with C. acutiformis, C. acuta, C. buekii, Cirsium rivulare.”"
Ein Schopf mit den hier vorlicgenden Tricben wurde bei einem Besuch am 8.6.2009
halbtrocken und mit bereits stark cingerollten Blittern iiberbracht. Er wurde iiber Nacht in
Wasser eingelegt und am 9.6.2009 von B. Wallnéfer und Andrea Wurz zerlegt und
herbarisiert. Durch das Wasserbad ist die typische hellgriine Firbung der iuBeren Blitter
verloren gegangen.

leg. Attila Mesterhdzy ~ Nr. 1-2009  01.06.2009
Bogen 6 von 7 det. Attila hizy: conf. B. Wallnéfer (W), 8.6.2009 B!

Fig. 1: Carex randalpina B.WALLN. (Mesterhazy 1-2009). The arrows inc%icate th_ose leaves__sig-
nificant for the identification of the species (for further details see the diagram in WALLNOFER
1993: 725).
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Fig. 2: Distribution of Carex randalpina B.WALLN. in Hungary (original: G. Kiraly).

communities developed on former hayfields. It is, however, present also in alder gallery
forest edges, forming a mosaic with tall herb communities. In its relatively homoge-
neous stands only few other species are present (Filipendula ulmaria, Lythrum sali-
caria, Cirsium rivulare, Lycopus europaeus) and the species pools of the stands are
similar to those of the tall sedge communities composed of other creeping sedges (in this
region Carex acutiformis, Carex buekii). The occurrence of Carex randalpina in the
region is analogous to the presence of species of more montane distribution in the
nearby area (e.g., Anthriscus nitida, Trollius europaeus, Gagea spathacea). As a histo-
rical addition to the discovery, it is worth mentioning that due to the agricultural reces-
sion starting at the beginning of the 1990s, the livestock population of the area
decreased drastically and most humid meadows in the stream valleys were abandoned.
Here, with the end of the traditional meadow use (mowing, grazing) tall herb commu-
nity species spread and parallel to this, tall sedge species previously undetected or
regarded as rare (C. buekii, C. randalpina) appeared.
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