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Short Communication

Typification of Kerner names 8: 
Phyteuma vagneri A. K e r n .  (Campanulaceae)

C. Pachschwöll*
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In the 1870s, Ludwig Vägner [Lajos Wagner] (1815-1888) distributed herbarium spec­
imens o f Phyteuma ( A n o n y m u s  1877, C o n e r t  1999). Of these, one accession bears the 
label “Phyteuma orbiculare L. / Auf Alpentriften und Gebirgswiesen zu Körösmezö / in 
der Marmaross. / Juni -  Juli, [sine anno], L. Vägner” another one “Flora der Marmaros 
/ Phyteuma / Auf der Rahoer Alpe Terentin / Juni 1873, Vägner” (dozens of vouch- 
ers in WU-Kemer!). Vägners specimens from the historical region Märamaros, nowa- 
days northem Romania and southwestem Ukraine, were recognized by Kerner as a new 
species.

V ä g n e r  m e n tio n ed  “Phyteuma Vagneri A . K e r n e r . A  k ö r ö sm e z e i B liz n ic z a , a rahöi 
T erentin  h a v a so k o n . J u n iu s -ju liu sb a n .” in  h is lis t  o f  p lan ts from  M äram aros co u n ty  w ith  
tw o  lo c a lit ie s  “B lis n ic z a ” [Bjih3hhu;h] and “T erentin” [TepeHTHH], but w ith o u t a d escr ip ­
tion  ( W a g n e r  1876, se e  a lso  B e c k  1883: 182).
In 1883 K e r n e r  formally described this Carpathian endemic when he distributed this 
plant in his “Flora exsiccata Austro-Hungarica” and dedicated it to Vägner ( K e r n e r  
1883, K e r n e r  1884: 107-108). The type locality of Ph. vagneri, Mt. Blisnicza [ropn 
Bjih3hhu,h, hora Blyznytsia] near Körösmezö [ftc'msi, Yasinia] is nowadays situated in 
Ukraine, Zakarpats’ka Oblast’ [3aKapnaTCbKa oßnacTb], in the Svydovets [CBHAißeijb] 
mountain ränge. The specimen in the herbarium WU is chosen as lectotype, isotypes can 
be found in many herbaria.
Phyteuma vagneri A. K e r n ., Fl. Exs. Austro-Hung. No. 9 6 4  ( 1 8 8 3 ) ;  Sched. Fl. Exs.

Austro-Hung. 3: 107 (Oct 1884).
Lectotypus (hic designatus): [Ukraine,] Hungaria septentrionali-orientalis, Comit. 

Marmaros, in graminosis alpinis montis Blisnicza propre Körösmezö, s.dat., Vägner, 
Flora exsiccata Austro-Hungarica 964 [WU 0066442!, isotypes K 000814248 scan!, 
P 00211598 scan!, P 00211599 scan!, W 1926-0020726!, W 1887-0004173!].

Annotation: Lectotype online available at http://herbarium.univie.ac.at/database/detail.php?ID=305385.

In the monograph of S c h u l z  (1904: 76) as well as in numerous floras and checklists 
of the 20th Century, the name Phyteuma spiciforme R o c h e l  (R o c h e l  1838: 69) was 
put under the synonymy of Phyteuma vagneri: P o p o v  (1949: 249), F e d o r o v  (1957: 
391), Vi s j u l in a  (1961: 441), G h i$a , (1964: 133), B e l d ie  (1967a: 262), T a c ik  (1971: 
95), D a m b o l d t  (1976), P o p e s c u  &  S a n d a  (1998: 199), O p r e a  (2005). The Euro+Med
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P la n tB a se  (C a str o v ie jo  et al. 2010) treats Phyteuma spiciforme as a h e tero ty p ic  sy n ­
o n y m  o f  Phyteuma vagneri. In oth er con tr ib u tion s , the earlier Phyteuma spiciforme 
w a s  g iv e n  p riority  o v er  Ph. vagneri (D o m in  &  P o d pe r a  1928: 542, B o r za  1949: 268, 
S z a fe r  e t al. 1953: 639, N y ä r a d y  1958: 176) or u sed  e x c lu s iv e ly  in stead  o f  Ph. vag­
nerv. F lora  R o m a n ia e  E x sicca ta  1366 (B o r za  1935); F lora  E x s icca ta  R e ip u b lic a e  B o h e -  
m ica e  S lo v e n ic a e , 1177 (P o d pe r a  1937).
A s  a lread y in d ica ted  b y  T ac ik  (1971: 95) the n am e Phyteuma spiciforme la ck s a  d escr ip ­
tio n  and thus is  a n o m en  nudum . R o ch el  (1838: 69) m en tio n ed  Ph. spiciforme as a n ew  
sp e c ie s  w ith o u t an y  d escr ip tio n  referring  to m ateria l in  h is  o w n  herbarium , w h ic h  no  
lo n g er  e x is ts  (S ta fleu  &  C o w an  1983). R o ch el  (1838: 69) rela tes h is  Ph. spiciforme 
w ith  oth er sp e c ie s  h a v in g  e lo n g a te  in f lo r e sc e n c e s  (“spiciforme * herb. -  C on f. P. spica- 
tum L. e t plur. -  P. ovatum S c h m id t . -  P. Halleri A l l . -  P. Michelii quorm d. n on  A l l . 
-  P. nigrum S c h m id t . -  P. cordatum V ill .”) , but o b v io u s ly  in  a co m p a ra tiv e  m an ner  
(“ c o n f .”). E v en  i f  o n e  had to  regard Ph. spiciforme as a “n o m en  n o v u m ” , it w o u ld  b e  a 
su p erflu ou s n a m e for th e L in n ean  Phyteuma spicatum (L in n e  1753: 171), or any other  
o f  the n a m es c ited  in  syn on ym y.

W ith in  se c t io n  S p ica ta  sen su  S c h u lz  (1904), Phyteuma vagneri is c lo s e ly  re la ted  to  
the P yren ean  and C entral E u rop ean  e n d e m ic s  Ph. pyrenaicum R ic h . S c h u lz  and Ph. 
nigrum F.W . S c h m id t , r esp ec tiv e ly . T h e se  three sp e c ie s  h a v e  b asa l le a v e s  w h ic h  are 
tw ic e  as lo n g  as w id e , b lu ish  to  v io le t-b la c k  flo w e r s  that are cu rved  in  bud , dark b row n , 
v io le t-b r o w n  to  b lu e  stig m a s , lo n g , c o n sp ic u o u s  bracts, and a ch ro m o so m e  n u m b er o f  
2n = 22 ( D a m b o ld t  1976, S c h n e e w e is s  e t al. u n p ub l.; th e  report o f  2n =  24 b y  P a s h u k  
(1987) l ik e ly  is  erron eou s). W ith in  the p resen t territories o f  R o m a n ia  and  U k ra in e, 
Phyteuma vagneri o ccu rs in  su b a lp in e  and a lp in e  m e a d o w s in  the E a stem  and Southern  
C arpath ians as w e ll  as in  the B ih o r  M o u n ta in s b e tw e e n  1500 and 2400 m  a .s .l. (C s ü r ö s  
1962, V is j u l in a  1961, G h i§ a  1964, B e ld i e  1967b, D a m b o ld t  1976, D r ä g u l e s c u  
2003, C a s t r o v ie j o  e t al. 2010; pers. o b s .); for  d istr ib u tion  m ap s s e e  S c h u lz  (1904) and  
M e u s e l  &  J ä g e r  (1992).
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