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Prcf<tcc 

In the year 1995 thc association »U mwelt & Bildung c. V« was askcd tor support from its 
Russian partners 10 cva lualc whcther thc env ironment of thc ll1oUlll1lin »ßol'soj Thac« was 
werth prolecling. Nobody cou ld forcsee thc C0 Il1111enCcmcnt cf a leng- lasting commitmcllt of 
Gcrlllan researchcrs in thc Ilorthwcstcrn part 01' Ihc Caucaslls. Thc shortly-foJlowing 
designation ofl lle nature park »Bo! 'soj Tha<:« orlhe Rcpublic ofAdygcft in 1997 was not thc 
end cf these activitics. 

After drawing "!tenlion 10 Ih is area, scvcral approaches für thc examinat ion cf different 
quest ions arasc. These questions containcd thc cCllI ral aspcc! 01' conscrvi ng Ihe biodivcrsity 
01' thc »hOI5pO\« Caucaslls as weil as ccosystcm-bascd allel biogeographieal isslIcs. Thi s 
rapidly led to thc ncccss ity of tnking a eloscr look at thc taxonomical and geologieal 
backgrounds. 

l ooking at the achieved rcsults, on the oceasion of the deecnnial existencc of the nature 
park »Bol ' soj Thac«, \vc should not consider thcl11 as final but CIS a 1l10mcntaJ) ' vie\\' of the 
dcvclopmcl1t in rescarch. 

Wc wou ld likc to thank evcryone without whom these rcsults could not havc becll achicvcd : 

Abovc a ll , Lüdmil a Karataeva allel Vladimi r Karatacv (Majkop), furthcr to the 
Socioeeollomic Union 01' Russia. thc Soüz Slaväll Rcspubliki Aelygci. thc Aclygc::in State 
Uni vcrsity (cspcc ially Fatimat Tlehuraj and Kazbck Temzokov), thc Caueasian Statc 
Biospherc Rcserve, thc Commiltce tor Na tural RcsOllrecs of the Republic of Aelygc<i anel 
cspecially thc State Museum ofNatural l-listory Görli tz as wcll as Ilumcrous frienels for {heil' 
manifold support. 

Enrico Backs 

Chairman 

Umwclt & Bildung c. V. 
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