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Nachruf/ Obituary
Farewell to RNDr. Zdenék Majkus, CSc.

Sad information reached Czech arachnologists in spring
of this year — Zdenék Majkus (Fig. 1), an important Czech
arachnologist, an outstanding university teacher and — namely
—a good friend, passed away.

Zdenék was born on 1 June 1943 in Ostrava — Pfivoz. He
was interested in nature since his studies at secondary school.
In the years 1960-1965 he studied didactics of biology and
chemistry at the Faculty of Natural History, Palacky Univer-
sity in Olomouc. From the same faculty Zdené€k graduated in
biology and chemistry in 1967-1970, and in 1981 he passed
the state doctoral exam. Eight years later, Zdené¢k defended
his dissertation entitled “The composition of arachnocoeno-
ses of selected pit heaps in Ostrava town”. Furthermore, he
acquired valuable experience during his stays abroad, speci-
fically in laboratory of P. M. Brignoli (Istituto di Zoologia,
L’Aquila, Italy, 1983) and visits to Cambodia and Vietnam
(1988). However, Zdenék began his scientific and pedagogi-
cal career in his place of birth.

ZdenéK’s pedagogical activities were diverse. He started
his career at the secondary school in Ostrava — Vitkovice,
where he taught biology and chemistry from 1965-1973. At
the Faculty of Education (where he arrived in 1973), later
(since 1991) the Faculty of Science, he taught many biological
subjects (Biology, General Zoology, Developmental Biology,
Ethology, Invertebrates of the Czech Republic, Field courses
on Biology), and led seminars on pedagogy and arachnology.
Zdenék worked there for 45 years and stayed at this institu-
tion until the end of his life. He supervised over a hundred
theses (only after the year 2005, 62 bachelor and 35 diploma
theses). He was also a referee for theses from various univer-
sities (e.g. Palacky University in Olomouc, Technical Univer-
sity of Ostrava) as well as a member of the boards of a Ph.D.
study at the Department of Zoology of the Slovak Academy
of Science (Bratislava) and the Faculty of Natural History of
the Palacky University (Olomouc).

Beside his demanding pedagogical work, Zdenék also car-
ried out research activities. These resulted in many publica-
tions; most of them focused on faunistics of his beloved Mo-
ravian and Silesian regions. He studied, for example, spiders
of Moravian karstic areas (Hranicky kras Karst, Jesenicky kras
Karst, Moravsky kras Karst). Together with Jaroslav Svaton,
he focused on spiders of the Pavlovské vrchy Hills, the corri-
dor of the Upper Odra River, Osoblaha Region, the Hostyns-
ké vrchy Hills, the Beskydy Mits., the Jeseniky Mts. and other
many areas in Moravia and Silesia. He found for the first time
five spider species new for the Czech Republic, namely: A/o-
pecosa pinetorum and Pardosa agricola (Lycosidae), Araniella
inconspicua (Araneidae), Heliophanus patagiatus and Talavera
aperta (Salticidae). Zdenék also participated in four Euro-
pean Colloquia of Arachnology: in Ceské Budgjovice (1994),
Siedlce (1996), Stard Lesna (1999) and Blagoevgrad (2005).
Furthermore, Zdenék organized the Czechoslovakian-Polish
arachnological meeting in Ostrava (1986), in cooperation
with Polish arachnologists.

Zdenék is known among arachnologists (Fig. 2) mainly

through his unique research on slag heaps in Ostrava. We

therefore call him “The Slag Heap Expert”. Zdenék proved
that slag heaps are a unique biotope where surprising succes-
sion occurs. Due to his interest in the ecology of slag heaps,
Zdenék began to cooperate with Polish zoologists from the
Upper Silesian Basin. Together, they studied the impact of
heavy metals on spiders and other arthropods in industrial
agglomerations. The studies on spiders from black coal slag
heaps, their physiology, as well as research on the arachno-
fauna of Moravia and Silesia belong to his most cited works.

Zdenék Majkus was a member of many scientific socie-
ties, editorial boards and committees: Czech and Slovak col-
leagues never forget his active participation in the Czech and
the Slovak Arachnological Societies. He was also a member
of the Czech Zoological Society, Czech Entomological Soci-
ety, Arachnologische Gesellschaft (Germany) and C.I.LD.A.
(Centre international de documentation arachnologique) in
Paris. Zdenék also worked as member of the departmental
committee for development of universities and as an editor
of the journal Acta Facultatis Rerum Naturalium Universi-
tatis Ostraviensis. He belonged to long-lasting organisers of
scientific competitions of Czech students (Secondary-School
Scientific Activity, Biological Olympiad). As an enthusiastic
biologist, Zdenék took part for many years in the populariza-
tion of biology, especially in organisation of the international

film festival Ekofilm.



Diversa

‘t& R i
N

Fig. 2: Dr. Zdenék Majkus (second from left) among Czech and Slovak colleagues (Jaroslav Svaton, Vladimir Silhavy, Pavel Kasal and Miroslav Krumpél) at

the arachnological meeting in Ostrava, 1978 (courtesy of P. Gajdos)

We always enjoyed meeting Zdenék. He passed away sud-
denly and unexpectedly, literally during his work, namely on
a student field trip on 22 May 2018 into one of his beloved
regions, the Beskydy Mits...

We would like to thank Jifi Krdl (Prague) for valuable
comments to the manuscript and Aneta Dominikovd (Lele-

kovice) and Peter Gajdos (Nitra) for the photos of Dr. Majkus.

Arachnological works (congress abstracts not included)

Bryja V & Majkus Z 1999 Pavouci (Araneida) CHKO Poodii (Ceské
republika) [Spiders (Araneida) of Protected Landscape Area of
Poodti (Czech Republic)].— Casopis Slezského zemského muzea,
Série A, Védy ptirodni 48: 73-82 [in Czech, English abstract]

Bryja V, Svaton J, Chytil ], Majkus Z, Ruzicka V, Kasal P, Dolansky J,
Buchar J, Chvitalova I, Rezae¢ M, Kubcova L, Erhart ] & Fenclova
12005 Spiders (Araneae) of the Lower Morava Biosphere Reserve
and closely adjacent localities (Czech Republic). — Acta Musei
Moraviae, Scientiae biologicae 90: 13-184

Gajdos P, Moscaliuc A, Rozwatka R, Hirina A, Majkus Z, Gubiényi
A, Gabor MH & Svatoii ] 2014 Red list of spiders (Araneae) of
the Carpathian Mts. In: Kadle¢ik J (ed.) Carpathian red list of
forest habitats and species. Carpathian list of invasive alien spe-
cies (draft). The State nature conservancy of the Slovak Republic,
Banska Bystrica. pp. 118-171

Gajdos P, Svaton ] & Majkus Z 1989 Paviiky (Araneae) okolia Novej
Sedlice (Vychodné Karpaty) [Spinnen (Araneae) der Umgebung
von Nova Sedlica (Ostkarpaten)].— Zbornik Vychodoslovenského
muzea, Prirodné vedy 29 (1988): 73-90 [in Slovak, German and
Russian summary]

Majkus Z 1982a Prispévek k bionomii druhu Zelotes aeneus (Simon,
1878), (Araneidea) [Beitrag zur Bionomie der Art Zelotes acneus
(Simon, 1878)].— Acta Facultatis Pacdagogicae Ostraviensis, Series
E-1279: 35-45 [in Czech, German summary]

Majkus Z 1982b Piispévek k poznani fauny pavoukd (Araneidea)
SPR Loucké rybniky [Beitrag zur Erkenntnis von Spinnen-
fauna (Araneidea) des Naturschutzgebiets Loucké rybniky]. —
Prirodovédecky sbornik 26: 21-29 [in Czech, German summary]

Majkus Z 1985 Prispévek k poznéni arachnofauny (Araneidea) Poodfi
[Beitrag zur Erkenntnis von Arachnofauna (Arachnoidea) im
Oderland]. — Acta Facultatis Paedagogicae Ostraviensis, Series
E-14 89 (1984): 29-39 [in Czech, German summary]

Majkus Z 1987a Studium pavoucich spolecenstev vybranych os-
travskych hald [Spider communities of selected pit heaps in Os-
trava]. — Zpravodaj ochrany pfirody mésta Ostravy 1987: 77-86
[in Czech]

Majkus Z 1987b 1. ¢eskoslovensko-polské arachnologické symposium
[1*t Czechoslovak-Polish arachnological symposium].— Zpravodaj
ochrany pfirody mésta Ostravy 1987: 3-4 [in Czech]

Majkus Z 1987c 1. Eeskoslovensko-polské arachnologické symposium
Ostrava 30.6.-3.7.1986 [1* Czechoslovak-Polish arachnological
symposium Ostrava 30.6.—3.7.1986].— Casopis Slezského zem-
ského muzea, Série A, Védy ptirodni (Opava) 36: 91-92 [in Czech]

Majkus Z 1988a Ekologicko-faunistickd charakteristika arachnocenéz
vybranych ostravskych hald [The composition of arachnocoenoses
of selected pit heaps in Ostrava]. Dissertation, Univ. J. A. Ko-
mensky, Bratislava. 339 pp. [in Czech]

Majkus Z 1988b Ekologicko-faunistické charakteristika arachnocenéz
vybranych ostravskych hald [Okologisch-faunistische Charakte-
ristik von Arachnozénosen ausgewihlter Ostrava-Berghalden].
Spisy Pedagogické fakulty v Ostrave 63,192 pp. [in Czech, German
and Russian summary]

Majkus Z 1988c Fauna pavoukd (Araneida) stitn{ pfirodni rezervace
Ragelinisté Na Skfitku [Die Spinnenfauna (Araneida) des Na-
turschutzgebiets Moosweichten (Na Skfitku)]. — Acta Facultatis
Paedagogicae Ostraviensis, Series E-17 103 (1987): 85-102 [in
Czech, German summary]

Majkus Z 1988d 1. Ceskoslovensko-polské arachnologické sympozium
v Ostravé [Das 1. tschechoslowakisch-polnische arachnologische
Sympozium in Ostrava]. — Acta Facultatis Paedagogicae Ostra-
viensis, Series E-18 112: 167-169 [in Czech]
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Majkus Z 1988e Untersuchungen von Spinnengemeinschaften auf
ausgewihlten Berghalden in dem Ostrava-Gebiet.— Acta Facultatis
Paedagogicae Ostraviensis, Series E-18 112: 177-178

Majkus Z 1990a Vyuziti ekologickych charakteristik k pozndni
sukcese arachnocendz na ostravskych haldich [Die Ausnutzung-
okologischen Charakteristiken bei der Erkenntnis der Sukzession
von Arachnozinosen auf Ostrauer Halden]. — Acta Facultatis
Paedagogicae Ostraviensis, Series E-20 122: 107-116 [in Czech,
German summary]

Majkus Z 1991 Fauna pavouku (Araneae) z tzemi Hranického krasu
[Spinnen-Fauna (Araneae) aus dem Hranice-Karstgebiet]. — Acta
Facultatis Paedagogicae Ostraviensis, Series E-21 127: 27-40 [in
Czech, German summary]

Majkus Z 1993 Prispévek k poznini pavoudi fauny (Araneae) Jese-
nického krasu [Beitrag zur Kenntnis der Spinnenfauna (Araneae)
von Gesenke-Karst].— Acta Facultatis Rerum Naturalium Univer-
sitatis Ostraviensis, Biologica — Ecologica 1: 113-133 [in Czech,
German summary]

Majkus Z 1995 Piispévek k pozndni arachnofauny Moravského
krasu [Ein Beitrag zur Arachnofaunaerkenntnis des Mihrischen
Karstes]. — Acta Facultatis Rerum Naturalium Universitatis Os-
traviensis, Biologica — Ecologica 3: 119-136 [in Czech, German
summary]

Majkus Z 1996 Priispévek k poznani arachnofauny okoli Mostt
u Jablunkova [Contribution to the cognition of arachnofauna in
the neighbourhood of Mosty u Jablunkova]. — Prace a studie 10:
128-133 [in Czech, English summary]

Majkus Z 1998 Ptispévek k poznani arachnofauny Osoblazska [Ein
Beitrag zur Arachnofaunaerkenntnis der Region von Osoblaha].
— Acta Facultatis Rerum Naturalium Universitatis Ostraviensis,
Biologica — Ecologica 4-5: 93-104 [in Czech, German summary]

Majkus Z (ed.) 2000 Arachnofauna vybranych lokalit Vsetinska [Die
Arachnofauna ausgewihlter Gebiete des Bezirks Vsetin]. — Acta
Facultatis Rerum Naturalium Universitatis Ostraviensis, Biologica
— Ecologica 6-7: 57-70 [in Czech, German summary]

Majkus Z (ed.) 2001a Pavouci Hostynskych vrchi. Vysledky arach-
nologické exkurze Hostynské vrchy 1999 [The spiders of the
Hostynské vrchy Hills. Arachnological excursion in the Hostynské
vrchy Hills]. — Sbornik Pfirodovédného klubu v Uherském Hradisti
6: 86-96 [in Czech, English abstract]

Majkus Z 2001b Pavouci ve mésté [Spiders in towns].— Acta Facultatis
Rerum Naturalium Universitatis Ostraviensis, Biologica — Ecolo-
gica 8: 141-147 [in Czech, English summary]

Majkus Z 2001c R4d: Pavouci [Order: Spiders]. In: Pavelka ] &
Trezner ] (eds.) Pfiroda Valasska [Nature of Valassko Region].
Cesky svaz ochrinci prirody, ZO 76/06 Orchidea, Vsetin. pp.
161-163 [in Czech]

Majkus Z 2003a Ekologicko-faunistickd charakteristika arachno-
cen6z haldy Dolu Odra (Lidice) [Eco-faunistical characteristic of
arachnocenosis of dump od Dl Odra (Lidice) coal-mine]. — Acta
Facultatis Rerum Naturalium Universitatis Ostraviensis, Biologica
— Ecologica 10: 81-98 [in Czech, English abstract]

Majkus Z 2003b Pavouci (Araneae) navrhovaného chrinéného
uzemi Skalicki Mordvka (Podbeskydsky bioregion) [Spiders
(Araneae) of the proposed protected area Skalickd Mordvka River
(Podbeskydsky biogeographical region]. — Price a Studie Muzea
Beskyd (Pfirodni Védy) 13: 99-110 [in Czech, English abstract
and summary]

Majkus Z 2004 Pavouci Hlu¢inska [Spiders of Hlu¢in Region]. In:
Kouteckd V (ed.) Ptiroda Hlué¢inska [Nature of Hlu¢in Region].
3A Design, Hluéin. pp. 21-22 [in Czech]

Majkus Z 2006a Arachnofauna raselinist NPR Pradéd [Fauna of spi-
ders in peat moors of Pradéd National Nature Reserve]. — Casopis
Slezského zemského muzea, Série A, Védy pfirodni 55: 239-248
[in Czech, English abstract]

Majkus Z 2006b Analyza araneocendz bfidlicovych hald Vitkovska
[Analysis of araneocenosis in schist dumps of Vitkovsko Region].
In: Koc¢arek P, Plasek V' & Malachova K (eds.) Environmental
changes and biological assessment I1I: Book of Abstracts. — Scripta
Facultatis Rerum Naturalium 163: 249-258

Majkus Z 2007a Pavouci (Araneae) Ptirodni pamitky Kamenna
(Podbeskydska pahorkatina) [Spiders (Araneae) of the Natural
Monument Kamennd (Podbeskydskd pahorkatina Hilly land)].
— Price a Studie Muzea Beskyd (Pfirodni Védy) 19: 59-64 [in
Czech, English summary]

Majkus Z 2007b Araneofauna mésta Ostravy [Spiders of the city
of Ostrava]. — Entomofauna carpathica 19: 35-41 [in Czech,
English abstract]

Majkus Z 2007c Pavouci Landeku [Spiders of Landek]. In: Sevéik J &
Kociarek P (eds.) Fauna Ndrodni pfirodni pamétky Landek [Fauna
of Landek National Natural Monument]. Ostrava: Biologicko-
ekologicky klub, Ostrava. pp. 7-10 [in Czech]

Mjakus Z 2013a Bfidlicové haldy — fenomén Vitkovska [Schist
heap — the phenomenon of Vitkovsko Region]. — Poodti 16 (2):
15-19 [in Czech]

Majkus Z 2013b Pavouci (Araneae). In: Rohacek J, Sevcik ] & Vik P
(eds.) Pfiroda Slezska [ Nature of Silesia]. Slezské zemské muzeum,
Opava. pp. 203-211 [in Czech]

Majkus Z & Svatoni ] 1995 Araneida. In: Rozkosny R & Vaithara ]
(eds.) Terrestrial Invertebrates of the Pilava Biosphere Reserve of
UNESCO I.-Folia Facultatis Scientiarum Naturalium Universi-
tatis Masarykianae Brunensis, Biologia 92: 35-50

Starega W, Majkus Z & Miszta A 2001 Czerwona lista pajakéw
(Araneae) Gérnego Slaska [Red List of Upper Silesian spiders
(Araneae)].— Raporty Opinie 5: 8-36 [in Polish, English summary]

Svaton ] & Majkus Z 1988 Prispevok k poznaniu pavikov /Araneae/
Plesivskej planiny [Beitrag zur Kenntnis der Spinnen /Araneae/
des Plateaus Plesivskd planina. Contribution to recognition of
arachnids of the Plateau Plesivskd Planina]. — Ochrana prirody,
vyskumné prace z ochrany prirody 6 B: 203-242 [in Slovak, Rus-
sian, German and English summary]

Svatoti ] & Majkus Z 1990 Paviky (Araneae). In: Rozloznik M &
Karasova E (eds.) Slovensky kras. Chranena krajinnd oblast — bio-
sférickd rezervicia [The Slovak Karst. Protected Landscape Area
— Biosphere Reservation]. Osveta, Martin. pp. 148-154 [in Slovak]

Svaton J & Majkus Z 2002 Fauna pavikov (Araneae) Slovenského
krasu [The spider fauna of the Slovakian Karst]. In: Midriak R
(ed.) Biosférické rezervicie na Slovensku IV [Biospherical reserves
in Slovakia IV]. Technical University, Zvolen. pp. 167-176 [in
Slovak, English summary]

Wilcezek G, Babezyriska A & Majkus Z 2005 Body burdens of metals
in spiders from the Lidice coal dump near Ostrava (Czech Repu-
blic). — Biolégia 60: 599-605

Wilezek G, Majkus Z & Babczyriska A 2003 Detoxifying ability of
spiders from post-industrial dumps near Ostrava. — Acta Facultatis
Rerum Naturalium Universitatis Ostraviensis, Biologica — Eco-
logica 10: 167

Wilcezek G, Majkus Z, Migula P, Bednarska K & Swierczek E 1997
Heavy metals and detoxifying enzymes in spiders from coaland
metallurgic dumps near Ostrava (Czech Republic). In: Zabka M
(ed.) Proceedings of the 16™ European Colloquium of Arachno-
logy. Wyzsza Szkota Rolniczo-Pedagogiczna, Siedlce. pp. 317-328

Educational and other works (congress abstracts not included)

Kubicova S & Majkus Z 2007 Skolni biologické experimenty a pozo-
rovéni [School biological experiments and observations]. Faculty
of Science, University of Ostrava. 64 pp. [in Czech]

Kubicova S, Malachové K, Lojkasek B, Kantorek J, Krpes V, Plasek
V & Majkus Z 2004 Modul II - rozgifujici studium uditelstvi
biologie ze 7S na SS [Module IT — advanced study of education of
biology from primary to secondary schools]. Faculty of Education,
University of Ostrava. [in Czech]

Majkus Z 1996a Kvét a kvétenstvi. Soubor barevnych transparentnich
folii pro vyuku piirodopisu na ZS [Blossom and inflorescence. A
set of colour transparent sheets for teaching biology at the primary
schools]. Hutnicky institut VUHZ, Ostrava. 22 pp- [in Czech]

Majkus Z 1996b Vegetativni rostlinné orgdny. Soubor barevnych
transparentnich f6lii pro vyuku pfirodopisu na ZS [Vegetative
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plant organs. A set of colour transparent sheets for teaching bio-
logy at the primary schools]. Hutnicky institut VUHZ, Ostrava.
23 pp. [in Czech]

Majkus Z 1998 Prof. RNDr. Josef Vondfejc, CSc. sedmdesatnikem
[Prof. RNDr. Josef Vondrejc, CSc. seventy-year-old]. — Acta Fa-
cultatis Rerum Naturalium Universitatis Ostraviensis, Biologica
— Ecologica 4-5: 160-161 [in Czech]

Majkus Z 2000 Zemfel prof. RNDr. Jaroslav Asmera, CSc.
(19.4.1932-11.3.2000) vyznamny odbornik a ochrince pfirody
[Prof. RNDr. Jaroslav Agmera, CSc. (19.4.1932-11.3.2000), dis-
tinguished specialist and conservationist, died]. — Ochrana pfirody
55:319 [in Czech]

Majkus Z 2007 Obecni zoologie (Vybrané kapitoly z obecné zoologie)
[General Zoology (Selected chapters from General Zoology)].
Faculty of Science, University of Ostrava. 91 pp [in Czech]

Majkus Z & Horécek ] 1997 Biologie ¢lovéka pro vyuku v zakladnich
skoléch (soubor 20 transparentt + metodicka pfirucka pro ucitele)
[Human biology for teaching at the primary schools (a set of 20
transparents + methodological guide for teachers)]. Hutnicky
institut VUHZ, Ostrava. 20 pp- [in Czech]

Malachovi K, Majkus Z & Kantorek J 1995 and 1998 Kapitoly
z biologie mlddezZe a skolni hygieny [Chapters from Biology of
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Youths and School Hygiene]. Faculty of Education, University of
Ostrava. 48 pp. [in Czech]

Malachova K, Majkus Z & Kantorek ] 2001 Vybrané kapitoly z bio-
logie ¢lovéka a $kolniho zdravotnictvi pro dopliikové pedagogické
studium [Selected Chapters from Human Biology and School
Medicine for Advanced Pedagogical Study]. Faculty of Education,
University of Ostrava. 50 pp. [in Czech]

Malachovi K, Pecinka P, Koc¢irek P & Majkus Z 2006 Nové trendy
v biologickych oborech [New trends in biological branches]. Fa-

culty of Science, University of Ostrava. 84 pp. [in Czech]
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Buchbesprechung / Book Review

Karka A, Rezaé M, Macek R & Dolansky J 2015 Pavouci Ceské republiky [Spiders of the Czech Republic]. Academia,

Praha. 623 pp., ISBN: 978-80-200-2384-1

130 x 200 mm, hardback, 360 CZK (14 EUR) & postage; Order: Nakladatelstvi Academia, Vodi¢kova 40, 110 00 Praha 1,
Czech Republic; E-mail: eshop@academia.cz or expedice@academia.cz;
http://www.academia.cz/pavouci-ceske-republiky--kurka-antonin--academia--2015

Spiders are a very popular group in the Czech Republic. This
factis confirmed by public interest in arachnological books like
“V fisi pavoukd” [In the realm of spiders] (Baum 1938, Baum
& Buchar 1973) or “Nasi pavouci” [Our spiders] (Buchar &
Kurka 1998,2001) which are completely sold out today. Now,
we have a further book contributing to this series — the atlas
“Pavouci Ceské republiky” [Spiders of the Czech Republic].
The author team consists of two excellent Czech arachnolo-
gists, a well-known scientist and a professional photographer.
Such an author constellation promises a high-quality result.
During four years of preparation, this ambitious project arose
aiming to bring a complex book covering the biology — and
specifically an atlas — of all spider species living in the Czech
Republic, including photographs of most of them.

The book is divided into general and systematic parts. In
the former, readers are provided with information over 64
pages about spider morphology and biology. The morpholo-
gy part comprises descriptions of the spider body and each
organ system. Further chapters deal with spider venom and
the most characteristic organs for spiders — the spinning
apparatus. All are accompanied by original illustrations and
as yet unpublished photographs. The next chapter describe
ethology, from mating and moving to prey tactics. The au-
thors also remembered to describe how spiders avoid their
predators. The following chapter summarizes the ecology of
spiders and their importance for bioindication — a topic that
was established in the Czech Republic by Jan Buchar. The

atlas thus contains a list of threatened biotopes and the spi-

der species inhabiting them. Furthermore, each spider species
is characterised by the degree of vulnerability based on the
current Czech Red List (Rez4¢ et al. 2015). The last chapter
focuses on collecting and identifying spiders and contains an
identification key for the families. It is worth mentioning that
the key uses different morphological characters as compared
to other keys commonly used today. It is thus not surprising
that the effectiveness of the new key was almost immediately
tested by students (Kristofovd 2015, Kristofovd et al. 2015).

'The information mentioned in the general part of the atlas
is precise and up to date. In addition, the text is easily read-
able and the chapter headings are often unusual, drawing the
reader’s attention, e.g. “Pavoudi kimasutra” [Spider Kama Su-
tra]. Only relevant data are provided so the reader is not over-
whelmed by unnecessary facts. I can recommend the entire
general part of the atlas not only as suitable reading material
for amateurs, but also as a textbook for university students
studying invertebrate zoology and/or arachnology.

The systematic part of the atlas is the bedrock of the
book. At the beginning, the position of spiders in zoologi-
cal systematics is introduced, followed by a chart with typical
representatives of all 39 Czech families. Descriptions of fa-
milies, genera and species occurring in the Czech Republic
are then provided. The arrangement of the families more or
less reflects the traditional system. Each family (except the
Phrurolithidae that was established shortly before the book
was printed) is characterised morphologically and basic bio-
logical data are provided. The number of species and their
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