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Nachruf/Obituary

In Memoriam Professor Miroslav Krumpal

Unexpected to family, friends and colleagues Prof. Dr. Mi-
roslav Krumpdl died last year. The late Miroslav Krumpal
(Fig. 1), who passed away on the 18. Nov. 2022, was a passion-
ate scientist and arachnologist. He was born on 5. May 1948
in Klatova Novi Ves, a small village in south-western Slova-
kia. He grew up in a family of teachers. It was his father who
showed him the beauty of nature and sparked his interest in
it. The Faculty of Natural Sciences at the Comenius Universi-
ty in Bratislava opened the doorway to knowledge focused on
biology and zoology for Miroslav, when he was admitted here
in 1966. His private life and the scientific journey were closely
connected with the faculty. Under the guidance of Dr. Jin
Gulicka, Miroslav completed his studies in 1971, defended
his dissertation in 1977 and became Professor of zoology in
2006. Miroslav Krumpal worked at the Department of Zool-
ogy of Comenius University in Bratislava for nearly 50 years
and devoted himself tirelessly to scientific work and scientific
education with passion. He acted as a guarantor of bachelor
projects in Systematic and Ecological studies, simultaneously
he was a guarantor of doctoral studies in Zoology. He was the
chairman and guarantor of the Commission for inauguration
proceedings in the field of Zoology.

Miroslav Krumpél committed a significant part of his
life to zoological societies. He was present at the founding
of the Arachnological Section of the Slovak Entomological
Society at the Slovak Academy of Sciences in 1974. This sec-
tion became a birthplace of many Slovak and Czech arach-
nologists over the next two decades. He held the position of
a chairman of the Slovak Zoological Society (1991-1997)
and was a vice-chairman of the Czechoslovak Zoological So-
ciety (1991-1993). Later, after the separation of the former
Czechoslovakia, he was one of the founders of the Slovak

Arachnological Society — SARAS in 2011 under whose aus-

Fig. 2: Arachnological Confer-
ence in Vychodng, 2012, Miro-
slav Krumpdl in the middle

Fig. 1: Prof. Dr. Miroslav Krumpal

pices the traditional annual “Arachnological Conference in
Vychodnd” (Fig. 2) and traditional field excursions “Arachno-
logical days” are regularly organized. Miroslav Krumpél was
one of the leaders of the school of arachnology in Slovakia.
He established the study of Arachnology at the Department
of Zoology at the Comenius University. Under his guidance
more than 30 graduates and ten doctoral students completed
their zoological studies. Many of them continue his legacy by
being active zoologists and arachnologists.

Miroslav Krumpél was a versatile zoologist and ecologist.
His professional career started with soil zoology and parasi-
tology but later he fell in love with arachnology. His research
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Fig. 3: Field expedition in Mongolia in 1984, Miroslav Krumpal on the right

on Diplopoda, Oniscoidea, Siphonaptera, Araneae and Pseu-
doscorpiones led him to publish more than 180 scientific pa-
pers and five monographs. He showed great scientific interest
in the taxonomy of pseudoscorpions. After several expeditions
to Central Asia (Fig. 3), he collected a substantial amount
of pseudoscorpion material which led to him publishing a
monograph dedicated to the pseudoscorpions of Mongolia.
He described several new pseudoscorpion species to science
and published several first records for Slovakia.

Miroslav Krumpal’s name will forever be associated with
pseudoscorpions in Slovakia as he brought this field of study
to the attention. Arachnologists lost their colleague and dear
friend.

Pseudoscorpions described by Miroslav Krumpal:

Abbreviations:

* = valid species

MHNG = Museum of Natural History in Geneva, Switzer
land

SNMB = Slovak National Museum, Bratislava, Slovakia

ZMMU = Zoological Museum of Moscow University, Russia

Calocheiridius antushi Krumpal, 1983* (SNMB)

Chernes gobiensis Krumpdl & Kiefer, 1982* (SNMB)

Dactylochelifer cendsureni Krumpil & Kiefer, 1982 (syn. of
Dactylochelifer popovi Redikorzev, 1949; private collec-
tion)

Dactylochelifer changaiensis Krumpdl & Kiefer, 1982 (syn. of
Dactylochelifer brachialis Beier, 1952; private collection)

Dactylochelifer lobatschevi Krampal & Kiefer, 1982* (SNMB)

Dactylochelifer mreciaki Krumpal, 1984* (SNMB)

Diplotemnus turanicus Krampal, 1983 (syn. of Diplotemnus
balcanicus (Redikorzev, 1928); SNMB)

Diplotemnus milleri Krumpal, 1983 (syn. of. Diplotemnus
balcanicus (Redikorzev, 1928); SNMB)

Gobichelifer dashdorzhi Krumpdl, 1979 (syn. of Gobichelifer
chelanops Redikorzev, 1922; SNMB)

Megachernes caucasicus Krumpal, 1986 (syn. of Megachernes
pavlovskyi Redikorzev, 1949; SNMB)

Megachernes ochotonae Krumpal & Kiefer, 1982* (MHNG,
SNMB, private collection)

Metachelifer macrotuberculatus (Krumpdl, 1987)* (SNMB)
Neobisium sakadzhianum Krumpiél, 1984* (SNMB)
Neobisium speleophilum Krumpal, 1986* (SNMB)

Neobisium vilcekii Krumpil, 1983* (SNMB)

Pseudoblothrus ljovuschkini Krampdl, 1984 (syn. of Pseudoblo-
thrus roszkovskii (Redikorzev, 1918); MHNG, SNMB,
ZMMU)

Roncus birsteini Krumpdl, 1986* (SNMB)

Wyochernes changaiensis (Krumpal & Kiefer, 1982)* (SNMB)
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