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 Misidentified record of Tessellana orina (Orthoptera, Tettigoniidae)  
in Serbia 

Slobodan Ivković & Laslo Horvat 

Abstract 

Tessellana orina was erroneously reported from Serbia, and that error originated 
from a misidentification of a T. carinata specimen. This short note explains circum-
stances and reasons of that misidentification. 

Zusammenfassung 

Tessellana orina wurde irrtümlich für Serbien angegeben. Dieser Irrtum beruht auf 
einer Fehlbestimmung eines Tieres von T. carinata. Der vorliegende Text erklärt 
die Umstände und den Grund für diese Fehlbestimmung. 

Introduction 

Orina Slender Bush-cricket, Tessellana orina (Burr, 1899), a species distributed in 
western part of the Balkan Peninsula (Fig. 1) (HOCHKIRCH et al. 2016), has been 
reported by PAVIĆEVIĆ et al. (2018) as new for the fauna of Serbia, from the locality 
Pčinja, Starac Mt. (600 m). Report included photos of a male and female with a 
description "Tessellana orina (Burr, 1899), male (Photo: L. Horvat)" (Fig. 2) and 
"Tessellana orina (Burr, 1899), female (Photo: L. Horvat)" However, an examina-
tion of photos and previously collected material, has shown they do not belong to 
T. orina, but to another species: T. carinata. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1:  
A map showing the distribution of Tessel-
lana carinata and T. orina in Europe. Red 
dot represents locality published in this 
paper. Country names given on the map 
are in ISO 3166–1 Alpha-2 codes. 
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Fig. 2: Tessellana carinata, male and detailed view of a keel on the pronotum.  
Photo: L. Horvat. 

Material and Methods 

During field trip to southern Serbia on 7.8.2013, authors collected two male speci-
mens of T. carinata in an open meadow with tall grass vegetation near the Pčinja 
River (N 42.336°, E 21.904°). Specimens were pinned, dried and preserved in the 
author’s private collection. 

Results and Discussion 

An examination of the photos presented in a "Red Data Book of Fauna of Serbia. 
4, Orthoptera" and preserved material shown that they do not belong to T. orina, 
but to T. carinata. These two species are easily differentiated by the evident keel 
present along the entire length of the pronotum (Fig. 2) in T. carinata, while in 
T. orina, the keel is evident only in the metazona (MASSA & FONTANA, 2011,  
WILLEMSE et al. 2018). 

T. carinata was already reported as present in Serbia during preparation of Euro-
pean Red List of Grasshoppers, Crickets and Bush-crickets (CHOBANOV et al. 
2016) (Fig. 1) based on specimens presented in this paper. Therefore, the records 
of T. orina (published by PAVIĆEVIĆ et al. 2018) and T. nigrosignata (published by 
HARZ 1969) reported from the same area (Southern Serbia) are both actually rec-
ords of T. carinata. 

Although we have confirmed the presence of T. carinata in Serbia, the exact dis-
tribution of the species remains uncertain. Southern Serbia in orthopterological 
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sense is no doubt an insufficiently investigated area, since in just few short field 
trips we managed to find several species new for the country, therefore, it is to be 
expected further research of this area will bring many new interesting findings. 

Acknowledgments 

The field research was supported by the Rufford Small Grants foundation (Project 
No. 13545). We are grateful to Milan Đurić for improving the English and reviewers 
for improving the quality of this manuscript. 

Authors: 
Ivković S. 
Trier University, Department of Biogeography 
Universitätsring 15  
54286 Trier 
E-mail: s6slivko@uni-trier.de 
 
Horvat L. 
Ruwerer Str. 39 
54292 Trier 
E-mail: l.l.j.horvat@gmail.com 

 

References 

CHOBANOV, D.P., HOCHKIRCH, A., IORGU, I.S., IVKOVIC, S., KRISTIN, A., LEMONNIER-DARCEMONT, 
M., PUSHKAR, T., SIRIN, D., SKEJO, J., SZOVENYI, G., VEDENINA, V. & WILLEMSE, L.P.M. 
(2016): Tessellana carinata. - The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2016: 
e.T68469288A70272066. https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-3.RLTS.T6846 
9288A70272066.en. Downloaded on 10 July 2020. 

HARZ, K. (1969): The Orthoptera of Europe I. - W. Junk, The Hague, 749 pp. 

HOCHKIRCH, A., LEMONNIER-DARCEMONT, M., SKEJO, J., CHOBANOV, D.P., WILLEMSE, L.P.M., 
SZOVENYI, G., SIRIN, D., PUSHKAR, T., IORGU, I.S., IVKOVIC, S., KRISTIN, A. & VEDENINA, 
V. (2016): Tessellana orina. - The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2016: 
e.T68469308A74624624. https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-3.RLTS.T6846 
9308A74624624.en. Downloaded on 10 July 2020. 

MASSA, B. & FONTANA P. (2011): Supraspecific taxonomy of Palaearctic Platycleidini with un-
armed prosternum: a morphological approach (Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae, Tettigoni-
inae). - Zootaxa 2837: 1-47. 

PAVIĆEVIĆ, D., KARAMAN, I. & HORVATOVIĆ, M. (2018): Red Data Book of Fauna of Serbia IV – 
Orthoptera.  - Belgrade/Novi Sad: Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia, Univer-
sity of Novi Sad, Faculty of Sciences, Department of Biology and Ecology; 246 pp. 

WILLEMSE, L.P.M., KLEUKERS, R.M.J.C. & B. ODÉ (2018): Grasshoppers of Greece. - EIS  
Kenniscentrum Insecten & Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden. 439 p. 

 

  



   

78 [31.12.2020]      ARTICULATA 35 

 



ZOBODAT - www.zobodat.at
Zoologisch-Botanische Datenbank/Zoological-Botanical Database

Digitale Literatur/Digital Literature

Zeitschrift/Journal: Articulata - Zeitschrift der Deutschen Gesellschaft für
Orthopterologie e.V. DGfO

Jahr/Year: 2020

Band/Volume: 35_2020

Autor(en)/Author(s): Ivkovic Slobodan, Horvath Laszlo

Artikel/Article: Misidentified record of Tessellana orina (Orthoptera, Tettigoniidae) in
Serbia 75-77

https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_series.php?id=20914
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_volumes.php?id=70479
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_articles.php?id=515091

