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Egg surface morphology of Pontia chloridice (HUBNER, [1808-1813])
(Lepidoptera, Pieridae)
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Abstract: The external morphology and chorion structure of the egg of Pontia chloridice
(HUBNER, [1808-1813)) are described and figured using SEM-micrographs.

Zusammenfassung: Die Strukturen der Eihille von Pontia chloridice (HUBNER, [1808—
1813]) werden mit Hilfe von REM-Bildern beschrieben und abgebildet.

On 16.V1.1993 during a collecting trip on the left bank of Arda River, just near the small
railway station of Sredna Arda (in the low eastern parts of Rhodopi Mts. in S. Bulgaria) |
collected several eggs of Pontia chloridice (HUBNER, [1808-1813)).

The 99 of Pontia chloridice lay their eggs singly either on the upper leaves or directly on the
flowers of Cleome ornithopoides L. (Capparidaceae).

Description

The egg is tall-conical, tapering above and of a typical pierid form, about 0.85mm long.
Longitudinal ribs are 22 in number, much stronger than the horizontal ones. Horizontal ribs
are 26 to 28. Aeropyles are located in four bulbs on the longitudinal rib apices. The micropylar
rosette consists of 3 concentric cell regions. The two external regions include several penta-
gonal, hexagonal and heptagonal cells. The micropylar canals are surrounded by a rosette of
3 pentagonal and 2 heptagonal cells. Outside of each of the 2 quadrangular cells are located
3 pentagonal cells. The chorion surface is reticulate, and covered with irregularly shaped
prominces.
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Figs. 1—4: Scanning electron micrographs of the egg of Pontia chloridice (HUBNER, [1808—
1813)).

Fig. 1: General view of the egg, scale bar = 0.1 mm

Fig. 2: Micropyle area, scale bar = 0.1 mm

Fig. 3: Rib structure, scale bar = 0.1 mm

Fig. 4: Rib structure, scale bar = 0.1 mm.
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