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Sum m ary: A new subspecies of Syrichtus cribrellum  (Eversmann, 1841) from the southern 
part of Amur Province is described. This skippers differ from the Siberian subspecies, S. c. 
obscurior (Staudinger, 1892), by small white spots forming two separate rows on the hind­
wing underside along the margin. The same spot configuration is characteristic for another 
species Syrichtus tessellum (Hübner, 1802). Formerly this type of pattern of Syrichtus cri­
brellum  from the Amurland used to lead to mistakes in determination.

Pe3K)Me: B CTaTbe onncbiBaeTCH HOBbiPi noABMA Syrichtus cribrellum  (Eversmann, 1841) c 
(ora AMypcKOfi ob/iacm, uMaro KOToporo OT/iMwaiOTCR ot cn6npcKoro noABMAa S. c. obscurior 
(Staudinger, 1892) MemuMM 6e/ibiMM nmHaMM BAonb BHeiUHero «pan HkOKHefl ciopoHbi 3aa- 
hmx KpbinbeB, pacnoJiox<eHHbiMM flByMfl pflaaMR. Taxafl KOH<t>nrypauMfl stmx nRTeH xapaKTe- 
pna ahr apyroro bmas - Syrichtus tesellum  (Hübner, 1802), hto paHee npMBOAHno k HeBep- 
HOMy onpeAeneHmo npnaMypci<MX sioeMn/ifipoB S. cribrellum  (Ev.).

The systematic situation of the skippers of the genus Syrichtus Boisduval, 1834, ranging in 
the Middle Amur, was unclear for a long time. According to contemporary material, only one 
species of the genus occurs there. This species was mentioned by Graeser (1888) for Pok- 
rovka (Upper Amur) and by Staudinger (Staudinger & Rebel, 1901) for “Amur” under the 
name “Hesperia cribrellum  Ev.”; later the species was recorded as “Muschampia tessellum  
Hb.” from the neighbouring of the town Zeya (Sviridov, 1981) and as Syrichtus tessellum  
(Hb.) for the Middle Amur (Korshunov & Gorbunov, 1995). In the latter case the authors had 
only one female specimen from the vicinities of the town Zeya that brought about the difficulty 
in the correct determination. As appears from A. N. Streltzov’s studies, all specimens from 
the Amur region territory examined by him belong to Syrichtus cribrellum  (Eversmann, 1841) 
according to the morphology of the male genitalia; moreover, they evidently differ from the 
South Siberian S. c. obscurior (Staudinger, 1892), described from Transbaikalia, and are 
described below as a new subspecies. The holotype is preserved in the collection of the 
Siberian Zoological Museum, Institute of Animal Systematics and Ecology (Novosibirsk).

Syrichtus cribrellum heilong  subspec. nov.(fig. D
Description
Forewing length: in males 14.9-16.0 mm, in females 14.8-15.0 mm. Pattern of wing upper- 
side as in the Transbaikalian subspecies S. c. obscurior (Staudinger, 1892) (fig. 2). The
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Fig. 1: Syrichtus cribrellum heilong subspec. nov., general view. 
Fig. 2: S. c. obscurior, general view.

forewing underside has a brown ground colour and the pattern of light spots is characteristic 
for S. cribrellum. The hindwing’s underside ground colour is brownish with a light green tint. 
The shape and position of the white basal spot and the white discal band in general show no 
differences as compared with the S. c. obscurior pattern. Disposition of the white spots in the 
marginal band is quite different: they are small, in the holotype specimen they are of approxi­
mately equal size, distinctly separated from the wing margin by the dark contrasting ground 
colour. Both paratypes have two spots between veins M1 and M3 almost fused into one spot 
divided with a narrow dark line along the fold of M2, but they are also clearly separated by the 
dark ground colour from the wing margin.
Genitalia as in S. cribrellum  (figs. 3, 4).

Material
Holotype d : Blagovestchensk [BnaroBemeHCK], surroundings of Lake Peschanoje [o3epo 
flecHaHoe), a xerophyte meadow on the slope of SE exposition, 13.VI.1990 (Streltzov).
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P ara types : 1 d , 2  9 9 , A m u r R eg io n , 12 km  S fro m  to w n  S vo b o d n y  [C B O b o flH b in ], v illa g e  
M alaya  S a za n ka  [M a rian  Ca3aH«a], 20., 2 5 .V I I .1992 (Streltzov); 1 d ,  B la g o ve s tch e n sk , 
13 .V I.1991 (Streltzov); 1 d , B la g o ve s tch e n sk , 12 .V I.1991 (Streltzov); 1 d ,  B la g o v e s t­
che nsk , 1 .V II .1993  (Streltzov); 1 d ,  B la g o ve s tch e n sk , 4 .V I.1 9 9 5  (Kuzmin).

N otes on  s ys te m a tic s
S k ip p e rs  o f the  ne w  s u b s p e c ie s  re se m b le  S. tessellum  (E v.) by  th e ir  w ing  p a tte rn , so  th e y  
have b e e n  c o n fu s e d  s o m e tim e s  (Sviridov, 1981; Korshunov & Gorbunov, 1995). B o th  ta x a  
have m a rg in a l w h ite  sp o ts  on  the  h in d w in g  u n d e rs id e , d is tin c t ly  se p a ra te d  fro m  th e  w in g  
edge  by  the  d a rk  g ro u n d  co lou r. T h e  m a rg in a l w h ite  sp o ts  on  th e  h in d w in g  u n d e rs id e  in 
e a rlie r  kn o w n  s u b s p e c ie s  o f S. crib re llum  (ssp. crib re llum  fro m  th e  S o u th  o f E u ro p e a n  p a rt o f 
R uss ia  and  the  S o u th e rn  W e s t S ib e ria n  P la in  and ssp. obscurio r  fro m  th e  S o u th  S ib e ria  
m o u n ta in s , e a s t to  T ra nsb a ika lia ) a re  la rge  an d  u s u a lly  s itu a te d  c lo s e ly  to  th e  w in g  ed ge . T h e  
sh a p e  o f the  w in g s  in the  ne w  s u b s p e c ie s  is th e  sa m e  as in typ ica l S. crib re llum , th a t is  
n o tice a b ly  n a rro w e r th a n  in th e  tra n s b a ik a lia n  S. tesse llum  d ilu tlo r  Ruhl, 1895, a n d  m o re  
ta p e re d  to w a rd s  th e  top. T h e  g e n ita lia  o f th e  b u tte rf lie s  o f th e  new  s u b s p e c ie s  s h o w  no  
d iffe re n ce s  fro m  S. crib re llum  obscu rio r  (fig . 3).

T h é  n a m e  of th e  new  s u b sp e c ie s  w a s  fo rm e d  fro m  th e  w o rd  "H e ilo n g ” -  a b la ck  d ra g o n  (in  
C h in e se ), firs t tw o  sy lla b le s  o f the  w o rd  “H e ilo n g jia n g ” -  the  C h in e se  n a m e  of th e  R ive r A m ur.
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Distribution
Typical specimens of the new subspecies occur in the southern parts of the Amur Province. 
To the North (the vicinity of the town Zeya) and, especially, to the West (Pokrovka), S. cribrel- 
lum specimens transitory to the Transbaikalian S. c. obscuriorare found in the serial material.
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