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The first record of Aglais milberti (Godart, 1819) from the territory of Russia
 (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae) 
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Summary: Aglais milberti (GoDart, 1819) was found in the territory of Russia (East Churkotka) for the first time. The subspecies 
status needs further clarification.

Резюме: Aglais milberti (GoDart, 1819) впервые отмечена для территории России (Вост. Чукотка). Подвидовой статус нуждается 
в дальнейшем уточнении.

A fresh † of Aglais milberti (GoDart, 1819) (the figures are enlarged) was collected by D. ZamoloDChikov at Lavrentia Bay (Russia, 
East Churkotka, 20 km W Lavrentia Bay , “Tri brata” hill, 400 m.a.s.l. , 27.VII.2004). It is deposited in the private collection of the 
second author. 
Worth to note several facts: 
- there are no Aglais-records from Chukotka;
- this is the first record of this species from the territory of the Russian Federation;
- the butterfly was found in the place where the second author collected many times; the butterflies were not found before 2004
   neither after 2004.
The habitat is typical for Chukotka: alpine meadows in closed valleys, protected from the wind by the surrounding mountain slopes; 
the meadows are situated among the tundras with Betula exilis. 
It is logical to suppose that the specimen is a migrant. However, the perfect quality of the specimen does not simply agree with 
such a hypothesis - may be the migrants are not very rare, but the posterity practically always dies - while the collected perfect † 
represents a very rare exception. Nobody can exclude that this species inhabits Chukotka being just quite rare; this hypothesis seems 
doubtful but a similar specimen was observed once just nearby Lavrentia vill. in 2001 (unfortunately, the butterfly was not collected 
and the identification is not absolutely sure). 
 
Worth to note, that Aglais milberti GoDart, 1819) is widely distributed in North America, but is not recorded for the fauna of Se-
ward Peninsula. Some records exist only for the southern border of Alaska (howe, 1975; SCott, 1986). It seems that the recent data 
available from different sources in the Internet confirms these data. The collected † looks similar to the nominotypical subspecies 
but a true decision is not possible basing on a single specimen examined.
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