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Dr.Iya Mikhailovna Levanidova 85 years

March I, 1999 was a special day for the Laboratory of Freshwater
Hydrobiology. As always we celebrated the begin of spring and it
was the 85th spring of Iya Mikhailovna Levanidova's life! There was
a lot of sun and many flowers, kind words and friendly greetings
from everywhere; we are grateful for everything.

Limnological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences in
Irkutsk) to work on her thesis. Here she started her scientific study of
caddisflies. Why caddisflies? Just because nobody had yet studied
them in Lake Baikal. The first paper "Biology and systematics of
caddisfly larvae of Lake Baikal" was published in 1941. She finished
her dissertation on Trichoptera of Lake Baikal in 1945. Lake Baikal
and its surroundings made a tremendous impression on IL and she
still remains under the spell of its beauty and majesty.
In 1941, IL married Vladimir Yakovlevich Levanidov who became
later a well-known ichthyologist and hydrobiologist; he was one of
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Now I would like to say a few words about the heroine of this spring
day. Iya Mikhailovna Levanidova (IL) was born in Kiev on March 1,
1914. Her father, Mikhail Alexandrovich Cheltzov-Bebutov, was at
that time a young lawyer. Her mother, Olga Bronislavovna, brought
up the daughter. At the beginning of the Civil War the father joined
the army, the mother caught a cold and died soon from pulmonary
tuberculosis. At the age of four years, IL was taken by her
grandmother and moved to the Caucasus. They went to Tbilisi
(former Tiflis) in a cattle truck and the deepest impression of the
child at that time was of a big goods chest on which she slept and
often fell off because of ist convex cover. Many years later IL met
her father again; he had a son from a second marriage. Later on, IL's
brother, Alexander Mikhailovich Cheltzov-Bebutov, became an
ornithologist, and Professor of the State University in Moscow.
As a young girl, she was attracted to animals, small and not so small.
The house was full of four-legged, tailed, winged and crawling ones,
all of which scared her grandmother. In 1931 IL finished school in
Tbilisi and moved to Moscow to enter the State University. It was
not necessary to pass entrance exams at that time; it was enough to
be a child of workers or peasants. IL's nobiliary origin did not allow
her to become a student of the University. She got a job as a
laboratory assistant in the Department of Biological and Analytical
Chemistry, headed by the Academy Member Gulevich, in the First
Medical Institute in Moscow.
Two years later, she moved to the Ural Region to enter the Faculty of
Biology in Perm University where Professor A.O.Tauson gave
lectures on Hydrobiology. After finishing the University, IL
continued her education as a post-graduate student under the
leadership of Professor G.Yu.Vereshchagin, the well-known
limnologist. In 1939 she, and other colleagues, moved to Lake Baikal
to do field research at the Limnological Station of the Academy of
Sciences in Listvinichnoe Village (the station became the

the founders of hydrobiological investigations in the Far East. Since
then both their lives have been devoted to the Far East, ist great
rivers and mountain streams, ichthyology and hydroentomology. The
Levanidovs lived and worked in Khabarovsk and Kamchatka. In
1972 they moved to Vladivostok on the invitation of Professor
N.N.Vorontzov, the director of the Institute of Biology and Soil
Sciences, to found the Laboratory of Freshwater Hydrobiology. The
lab was headed by Professor V.Ya.Levanidov until his death in 1981.

The research of the Institute has been concerned mainly with
salmon streams, problems of natural spawning and pond-fish culture.
Material was gathered at permanent and temporary stations and also
in expeditions to waters of various type and size from lakes and
salmon streams to the largest river, the Amur, servicing the
migrational path of the salmon srnolts to the sea. Research on the
biology of young salmon is inseparably linked with study of the biota
of salmon streams, its benthos, and the food of the young salmon.
The taxonomic composition of Far East freshwater benthos,
especially ist basic component, amphibiotic insects, differs greatly
from the European type, and is extremely diverse. In the early 50s it
was poorly known. The lack of information about bottom
invertebrates at that time was a serious drawback to study of the
structure and productivity of the river ecosystems of the region. IL
was one of the pioneers in the study of aquatic insects of the area.
She also studied at that time Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera, and
Chironomidae, but her work was mainly on Trichoptera. In 1981 she
obtained her Ph.Sc. thesis devoted to amphibiotic insects of the
mountainous regions of the USSR Far East. It was a splendid piece
of research.
Many expeditions have been devoted to collecting river fauna from
rivers on the southern border of the Russian Far East to the
Chukotski Peninsula and Wrangel Island, Sakhalin Island and the
Kurils. These studies were the result mainly of her inspiration.
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From 1981 until 1990, IL was head of the laboratory. The group of
her younger colleagues and friends studied longitudinal zonation and
distribution of macrozoobenthos in mountain streams, structure of
water invertebrate communities, biological productivity of Far
Eastern watercourses, taxonomy and systematics of aquatic insects.
Iya Mikhailovna has two sons; both work in the Far Eastern
University in Vladivostok. One of them teaches physics, the other
Japanese language. She has also three grand-children and two great-
grand-children. She remains a charming lady with a great sense of
humour and self-irony. IL is now retired but remains a scientific
consultant of the laboratory. Her enthusiasm and experience have
encouraged us to go ahead. We hope to go on meeting Iya
Mikhailovna Levanidova every spring in good health.

Tatyana Arefina
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perspectives of its study]. - pp. 153-174 in: [Salmon Fish Hatcheries on the Far East],
Vladivostok (in Russian).
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Levanidova I.M. (1977). [New species of Rhyacophila (Trichoptera, Rhyacophilidae)
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Russian).
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in: V.Ya. Levanidov, I.M. Levanidova, I.A. Chercshnev, E.A. Makarchenko (eds):
[Freshwater Fauna of the Far East], Vladivostok (in Russian).
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Book Review

Els macroinvertebrats dels rius catalans. Guia illustrada. By
Ma.Angels Puig. Is' edition. 1999. Generalität de Catalunya,
Departament de Medi Ambient, Barcelona. 251 pp. ISBN 84 393
4828 2. - Further information from the author at puig@ceab.csic.es.

A very nice example of what can be done to provide a guide to a
specialised fauna of a restricted area. In this instance, the riverine
macroinvertebrates of Catalonia, Spain.
Essentially a laboratory manual for schools, colleges, and
universities, the keys are pictorial, with verbal statements minimised,
and yes/no (or si/no) options only. The si/no choices are .arrowed' to
point to suitable illustrations of each option. The illustrations
(throughout the text) are colour photos, usually with the character in
question identified by pointers (rather as in the Peterson Field Guides
to birds). The keys guide one, first, to class, the order, finally family.
They are colour-coded, by broad arrows at the upper left hand page
edge, for each class and order; and the pats of the text treating in
detail with each order are identically colour-coded along the entire
page edge, making it easy to check text after identifying a specimen.
The coding is only visible if the pages are fanned back.
The keys and text illustrations are found only in the Catalan portion
of the book, but the text is fully repeated in Castillian and English.
Each refers to the illustrations in the Catalan section. Here, colour
coding (darks and light grey) is used simply to distinguish the
Castillian and English texts respectively.

Specimens are keyed only to family. However, the textual treatment
of each order, family by family, frequently mentions genera,
sometimes species, their ecology/biology, and habitats occupied.
The book, 23 x 17 cm wide, is paper-bound in signatures, printed on
high quality glossy paper. I assume that the logo statement that it is
'paper ecolôgia' means recycled paper.

For non-Spanish users a knowledge of French, and regular
invertebrate terminology, will largely overcome any difficulties with
the Catalan keys. A small glossary of English equivalents for purely
Catalan words would help, however. Generally the key illustrations
are quite satisfactory, but a few are not well focussed.
While, in many instances, it may be possible to key specimens to
genus, the keys are limited to the taxonomic level currently accepted
in water quality studies. Aquatic adults could, of course, be taken to
species, but not so with immatures of many groups. If users wish to
attempt more precise identification, they may proceed to other
specialised literature, of which a two page bibliography is provided
at the end of the Catalan section.

Andrew P. Nimmo
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