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Karel Novak in memoriam

On 23 October 2009, Karel Novak passed away after a
serious illness lasting several months. He was born on 8
December in Roudnice nad Labem in the Czech Republic. He
attended the secondary school in Roudnice and later the
Faculty of Natural Science of Charles University in Prague,
where he specialised in entomology. After the graduation he
worked in the Institute of General and Experimental Zoology
at Charles University from 1952 in the Laboratory of
Entomology and from 1962 onwards in the newly founded
Institute of Entomology of the Czechoslovak Academy of
Sciences in Prague. Karel Novak is one of the founders,
together with Vladimir Landa, Vaclav Skuhravy and Ivan
Hrdy, of the Laboratory of Entomology, which later became
the Institute of Entomology of the Czech Academy of
Science.

Karel Novdk devoted his studies mainly to
caddisflies (Trichoptera). He discovered the remarkable adult
diapause in many limnephilid species which are adapted to a
development in intermittent waters (Acta Csl. Spol. Ent.
60:68, 1963; Proc. 12" Int. Congr. Ent. Lond.:434, 1965). He
studied quantitative methods and the ecology and economic
importance of Leptinotarsa decemlineata, Aphis fabae,
Pegomyia betae and various Lepidoptera occurring in
orchards. The biography on the occasion of his sixtieth
birthday, which included the results of his research activities
from 1955 to 1986, was published in the Acta Entomologica
Bohemoslovaca 84 (1987:69-75). He worked from 1970 as a
secretary of the Institute of Entomology of the Czechoslovak
Academy of Sciences in Prague and later, after this institute
moved to Ceské Budgjovice, as deputy director and head of
the Department of Ecology and Synecology. Karel Novak
organized the transfer of the Entomological Institute from
Prague to Ceské Budgjovice where he studied insects in
orchards-and continued his studies of caddisflies at 500
localities in the Czech Republic and more than 60 localities
in Slovakia. Around Ceské Budgjovice alone he discovered
more than 135 species of Trichoptera. His interest was
mainly in the mountainous part of South Bohemia. After the
floods in South Bohemia in 2002 the abundance of some
species of Trichoptera increased tenfold whereas that of

several other species decreased severely. He arranged the
historical documents and the photographic archives of the
Entomological Institute from 1952 until recently.

He was a member of the Czechoslovak Zoological
Society from 1946 onwards and later a honorary member of
this Society and emeritus member of the Institute of
Entomology. He was awarded the medals of Jan Evangelista
Purkyné and G.J.Mendel. His scientific work amounts to
more than 120 papers, and he is the author or co-author of
five books. His wife Véra worked as a physiologist at the
Institute of Physiology in Prague and lectured in physiology
at the University of KoSice (Slovakia). His colleagues will
remember him forever as a good friend. [reprinted from: Acta
Soc.Zool.Bohem. 75:149-150, 2011]
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The following new publications are available from The Caddis Press:

The North American Genus Agarodes (Trichoptera:

Harris. 2008. vi+ 33 p. [$10]

Sericostomatidae) by Andrew Keth and Steve

The Longhorn Caddisfly Genus Triaenodes (Trichoptera: Leptoceridae) in North America by Ken

Manuel. 2010. v+ 109 p. |$25]

Atlas of Ohio Aquatic Insects. Volume I. Trichoptera by Armitage et al. 2011, v + 92 p. [$25]

Postage is extra. Orders can be placed at www.caddispress.com. Information about other
publications can be found at this web site as well. Please e-mail any questions to

<info@caddispress.com>.
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