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BRAUERIA (Lunz am See. Austria) 52:3 l-37 (2025)

50 Years
Trichoptera Newsletter 

Braueria

On the occasion o f  the F irst International 
Symposium on Trichoptera to which 1 had  
invited in September 19'75 here in Lunz am 
See. there was general agreement that we 
needed a sim ple inform ation medium f o r  the 
last exchange o f  our wishes and thoughts. 
Internet d id  not yet exist. People were 
delighted, and so many detailed proposals  
were offered that one o f  us fin a lly  shouted: 
"that looks rather after a Newsbook. not a 
Newsletter " / agreed to produce at least one 
or two copies, and the first num ber was issued  
in Febru ary  19~5. exactly 50 yea rs ago.

Prom the introduction to number l  
(see also the copy o f  the cover): "In  the 
discussions durin g the Symposium on 
Trichoptera. held in Lunz in September last 

year, it was proposed  to issue a Newsletter for 
the inform ation and co-ordination o f  
Trichopterists. There was great interest in this 
proposal and l  untertook the compilation. I  
am now sending you the first num ber and w ill 
produce al least one more. I f  there is 
sufficient interest fu rth e r num bers may be 
issued at irre g u la r intervals. -  This 
Newsletter is not a jo u rn a l and it is not a 
place for the publication  o f  scientific papers. 
But. if you have inform ation o f  interest to 
other Trichopterologists, o r i f  you want to put 
a question o r problem  to colleagues, you can 
save yourself work by sending the text to me 
to be put into the next Newsletter, which w ill 
be m ailed to about (m o hundred addresses. 
The Newsletter cannot be obtained by 
purchase or exchange. It w ill be m ailed free 
o f  cost only to research w orkers interested in 
Trichoptera ”. -  You can see, times have 
changed since !

Here I  must mention the helpful and  
considerate cooperation by M ich ael Ian  
Crichton who corrected  a ll English texts sent 
by non-native speakers, including my own 
translations from the beginning onwards until 
his death in 2006. Fro m  B raueria  32 (2005) 
onwards, Jam es P. O ’C on n or c a rrie d  out this 
laborious work.

B raueria  was o rig in a lly  organised in a 
way that I  wrote the sheets by typewriter and 
made copies as necessary in my own institute 
with the prim itive copy machines o f  the time. 
Several colleagues undertook the distribution  
in their own countries, p ro d u cin g  more copies  
by their own. in the necessary quantity. At this 
time the complete edition o f  the Newsletter 
was almost infinite; I  guess it was about 300 
copies. The num bers 1 - 1 7  were p rod u ced  in 
this way.
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KoajroB, A.T.. 1991. DroMor/jH h npodneia* 
PKOJiorvidecKoit Moppcjionw. - AAH CCCP, 318, 
2 : 500-504.
K o z lo v ,  A .  T . ,  19 91 , E t h o m o r p h s  a n d  th e  p r o b le m s  o f
e c o l o g i c a l  m o r p h o lo g y .  -  U o k  I . A c  .S c i .U S S R ,
3 1 8 ( 2 ) :  5 0 0 - 5 0 4 .

S om e b a s i c  id e a s  o f  e c o lo g ic a l  m o r p h o lo g y  a r e  
d i s c u s s e d  b r i e f l y  w i t h  s p e c ia l  a t t e n t i o n  to  c a d d is  
l a r v a e  a n d  o t h e r  i n s e c t  im m a tu r e s  ( c a t e r p i l l a r s  
e t c . ) .  B u i l d i n g  b e h a v i o u r  o f  so m e  l a r v a e  i s  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e  b o d y  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  th e  m o d e  o f  l i f e .

Cnypnc, 3 ., 1991. Koau ceMeftcTB KpynnerranDc

O rig in a lly  the Newsletter was 
financed somehow from the budgets o f  the 
involved institutions o r museums, as it was 
not p a rticu la rly  expensive. But surprisingly, l  
got some money from an unexpected source  
so that it was possib le to p rin t it in a regu la r 
and profession al manner. This was a g ood  
opportunity to improve the title to a more 
convenient one B R A U E R IA . named in honour 
o f  the Austrian trichopterist F r ie d ric h  M oritz  
Brauer of the 19,h C entury. The numbers IS  
(1991) to 26 (1999) are from thi s p e rio d

With num ber 2 7  (2000) the unexpected  
money was fin ished l  started to calculate, 
and purch a sed  (from my person al funds) a 
new copying machine which d id  not produce  
us good  a p rin tin g  quality but was much 
•heaper. as calculated —  * '  1 'cheaper, as calculated at the time. And 1 

expected an adequate contribution to the 
expenses from  the readers. So it was until 
now.

TRICHOPTERA

OTpaflOD BO.HRHX HaceKOMHX ,0JIH IipHMeH0HHH B 
DBM (Ephemeroptera, Odonata, PLecoptera, 
Tnchoptera). - jlaTBHflCKttfl BHTOMOJtor, 34: 
1 1 1 - 1 1 5 .
S o u r i s ,  2 . ,  1 9 9 1 , F a m i l y  c o d e s  f o r  th e  la r g e s t
o r d e r s  o f  a q u a t i c  In s e c t s  ( E p n e m e r o p t c r a , O d o n a ta ,  
P l e c o p t e r a ,  T r ic h o p t e r a )  f o r  t n e  c o m p u te r  u s a g e .  -  
L a t v i j a s  E n to m o lo g s  3 4 :1 1 1 - 1 1 5 .

A s y s te m  o f  c o d in g  i s  p r o p o s e d  f o r  th e  d a ta  
b a s e s  i n c l u d i n g  th e  s p e c ie s  o f  a q u a t i c  i n s e c t s .  T h e  
c o m p le t e  s p e c ie s  c o d e  c o n s is t s  o f  10 A r a b i c  
n u m e r a l s :  8 ( m e e n a  in s e c t s )  *  t h r e e  f i g u r e s  ( f a m i l y
c o d e )  ♦  t h r e e  f i g u r e s  ( g e n u s  c o d e )  ♦ t h r e e  f i g u r e s  
( s p e c ie s  c o d e ) ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  n e x t  tw o  f i g u r e s  
c o u l d  b e  a d d e d  f o r  th e  s u b s p e c ie s  l e v e l .  C o d e s  o f 
f a m i l i e s  o f  T r ic h o p t e r a  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  f r o m  6 1 0  
( A n o m a l o p s y c h l d a e ) to  6 4 9  ( X ip h o c c n t r o n i d a e )  ; som e 
s m a l l  f a m i l i e s  f r o m  5 . A f r i c a  a r e  n o t  l i s t e d .
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Looking into the first num ber reveals  
how various were the proposals. Exchange o f  
postal addresses was one o f  the first big  
goals, specified needs fo r caddis material, 
recent location o f  " o ld "  (i.e. from the 19lh 
Century) collections "W here are the 
collections o f  Fritz  M u lle r and K r ü p e r 's 
collection from G reece? ", inform ation on the 
current literature, announcements o f  and  
reports on meetings. Now, fifty years later, / 

wonder that obviously fellow  w orkers do not 
need comparative m aterial fo r their work. 
"Everything is on the internet " is the usual 
explanation, but I  have never seen even a 
single caddis fly on the internet... Even the 
announcements o f  new Sym posia are hard to 
find for those who do not know where to look, 
and more than one colleague told me on 
occasion that he o r she was inform ed about 
the next meeting by letters o f  colleagues -  or  
never.

' T ï l e h o p - t e . r e t  j j

J \/e . c J i  t f s

D u rin g  the first meeting there was felt a 
strong need for inform ation on recently issued  
literature, and Bert H ig le r intended to 
continue the Trichopterorum  Catalogus by F. 
C. J  Fischer, and asked f o r  cooperation. 
What happened m eanw hile? B e rt ’s intention 
could  not be realised, but Andy Nimmo 
published  in 1996 one volume to cover the 
literature o f  1961 -19 70 -  that was a ll since. -  
Botosaneanu p ro p o sed  a cooperation f o r  the 
study o f  W orm aldia o ccip ita lis  which was one 
of the most p ro m isin g  objects for the study o f  
variability. In 2015 Peter Neu p u b lish e d  an 
important sum m ary on this object, but it 
appears that still more can be detected on this 
subject

Many pages o f  the first num ber as well 
as o f  the follow ing ones were devoted to the 
inform ation o f  trichopterists fo r each other 
(see copy).

ts I
n T a iJ is f lm n u n t f i in r a v ia ;*

i f a m N ^ m t a m J s a n i n

l0 !T fltv iN  IsSofo



34

In N o.4 (19 '77) started the permanent 
list o f  recent Trichoptera literature, which I  
still try to maintain until now. D uring this 
time the Z oolog ica l R ecord  existed, so 
everyone co u ld  look there, but the list in the 
Newsletter was an additional help for the 
readers. Later on. Andy Nimmo and Bert 
H ig le r jo in e d  this service, and we exchanged  
lists to our mutual advantage.

At sometime the idea was mentioned 
that the Newsletter could  also be used fot- 
sim ple scien tific com m unications such as 
faunistic lists and that kind o f  thing. From  
no. 14 (J 9 8 7): " This is an experiment, and we 
must watch it carefully to see how it w ill be 
accepted." A heavy discussion follow ed  
whether or not the Newsletter may be used fo r  
taxonom ically relevant acts (see the long  
discussion in E d ito r's  letter o f  no. 16. 1989), 
and finally, in num ber 14 in 1987. two new 
species and one new subgenus were described  
by K ra ssim ir Kumanski, and six new species 
by me. So I  asked f o r  an o ffic ia l ISS Number 
(ISSN 1011-64^8) for the Newsletter 
beginning with num ber 15.

In no. 11 Brian A rmitage announced  
that he has undertaken the com pilation o f  a 
publication series under the title „ D iagnostic  
Atlas of North Am erican C a dd is fly adults", 
giving descriptions and figures o f  a ll known 
species o f  North Am erica. In this extremely 
useful series, volumes on Philopotam idae  
(1983. 2nii edition 1991), Ecnomidae, 
Polycentropodidae, Psychom yi idae,
Xiphocentronidae (1990) were published. F o r  
the rem aining families, is there still is no 
sum m arising publication fo r the whole half- 
continent in existence, despite so many fellow  
caddis workers in the region Europe. 
Australia, Southeast Asia, and A frica  are still 
in a better situation !

Number 10 (1983) included a
"D irecto ry  o f  Trichoptera workers, 

geographic index and topics o f  interest ", 
com piled by Kenneth M anuel from  the e a rlie r  
issues.

In the numbers 1 7 (1990) to 32 (2005), 
Vladim ir Ivanov (and 35 (2008) Stanislav 
Melnitsky) com piled a list o f  Russian  
literature and added English translations. We 
must be especially grateful to them for this 
valuable but tim e-consum ing work.
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What kind o f  papers have been 
published in B rau eria  over the time? Until 
now. 937 new Trichoptera taxa were 
described fro m  a ll over the world, and  
scientific contributions were written by 165 
authors fro m  38 countries. The highest 
number o f  newly d escribed  Trichoptera taxa 
were No. 36 (2009) and No. 22 (1995) with 
111 or 71 new species. In No. 32 (2005) is a 
sum m arising list o f  a ll new taxa which were 
published in num bers 1 4 - 3 2 .
- Fifty-five obituaries on deceased colleagues  
were also published.

The E d ito r's  letters were not only  
devoted to announcements and reports o f  
meetings and other events, but also to 
problem s in p ra ctica l work and with 
publication.

In the “o ld  tim e s" the Z oological 
Record was pu b lish ed  by the British Museum  
(Natural H istory) o r the Z oolog ical Society o f  
London, and it was the most important source  
for inform ation on zoolog ica l literature. 
Sometimes the volumes were delayed for  
years but in the end, the user had a reliable  
survey o f  the literature, except maybe fo r a 
few publications in remote journals. But a 
new owner took over, and at the same time 
unaceptably increased the p ric e  together with 
equally s i opines s o f  content. See more details 
in no. 43 (2016). [A s always, you  can read  a ll 
numbers o f  B raueria  under www.zobodat.atJ.

http://www.zobodat.atJ
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Not only the Z oolog ical Record, hut 
also some w'ell established jo u rn a ls  were 
obtained by new profit-orientated ow ners with 
subsequent unreasonable increase o f  prices. 
See some details in No. 42 (2015).

Where to obtain inform ation on recent 
publications now? Nowadays „ everything“ is 
on the Internet, but fo r non-com puterists it is 
extremely hard to fin d  it. There are now  
various Trichoptera pages on the internet, 
there are many things to see (e.g. 
photographs o f  caddis f ie s  or moths or  
lacewings or what else with the question  
„ Which ca d d isfy  is that? “)  ju st except 
references to new literature.

Documentation which is not on p a p er  
has a short life. On the internet it survives as 
long as someone pays f o r  it, so we can he sure  
that everything which is presently on the 
internet w ill d isappear durin g the next 50 
years. P rinted documents, i f  d istributed in 
some num ber o f  copies, may be readable even 
after 500 years immediately without specia l 
instruments which usually change every few 
years. Only think o f  the tape record ers which  
were in general use some years ago: the 
inform ation stored on the tapes is now not 
readable and p ra ctica lly  lost. Diskettes which  
were generally used 20 years ago have 
meanwhile w idely disappeared. I  wonder how 
serious taxonomic w ork w ill be p o ssib le  in 
future under these conditions.

Even the International Com m ission o f  
Zoological Nom enclature is far from  being  
helpful with newly introduced com plicated  
and often unrealistic regulations (see the 
discussion in no. 28, 2001).

F ie ld  w ork in many countries is 
hindered by in creasin g  bureaucracy. The 
caddis faunae o f  many countries are largely  
unknown, and first samples usually include a 
high percentage o f  new species. Governments 
o f  many countries have never heard o f  
caddisflies and don 7 know what they are, but 
nevertheless they are forb id d in g  collecting. 
What w ill be the result o f  banning collecting  
and refusing p erm issio n ? C ollectin g w ill 
certainly continue. A total control and export 
o f  sm all insects is impossible, and there are
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enough people who come as tourists 
collecting illegally and sellin g  the material 
abroad Some countries are requ irin g  that 
holotypes of new species must he deposited in 
a collection in the country itself. That is ok. 
hut which serious scientist w ould like to give 
his holotypes to countries where reasonably  
curated collections do not exist and w here the 
valuable m aterial w ill soon deteriorate, and  
are lost for the potential specialists of their 
own country We know enough examples.

D urin g  recent times I  noticed a 
notable decrease in m anuscript input, and I  
found out that someone had launched the fake 
news that B raueria  had already ceased, 
although / had the situation explained in 
detail in the Editor 's letter o f  num ber 50.

Some readers com plained that J am 
describing new species in the German 
language. My very g o o d  reason is that 
English is an awfully difficult language, in 
pa rticula r with these kinds o f  taxonomic texts. 
And when 1 noticed at several occasions that 
native English speakers d id  not read my 
painfully translated English  text. I  saw no 
more reason to overloa d  me with this 
additional work By the way, as far as 1 can 
see, Japanese and ( hiñese w orkers did really  
read my German descriptions, p roba bly  with 
the help o f  a dictionary...

To conclude the present situation: As 
long as 1 am able, 1 w ill continue my 
taxonomic studies, and use fo r their 
publication the more than 50 year old  
Braueria M anuscripts by co-w orkers are 
welcome as usual. Please understand 
however that B raueria  cannot be issued in 
complete num bers as before, but w ill now be 
sent as separate publications.

Ma.
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