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Introduction

The European wildcat (Felis silvestris silves-
tris SCHREBER, 1777) has a patchy distribu-
tion in Europe. In central Europe, populations
are slowly recovering after a marked decline
and specific conservation plans are required in
many areas (KrLar et al. 2008). Germany has
the largest contiguous population of the species
(HERRMANN 1998) and understanding the para-
site load of Germany wild cats is important in
this context.

The feline roundworm (7oxocara cati) is a
globally distributed feline and canine parasite.
It is one of the most common nematodes of do-
mestic cats (Felis s. catus LINNAEUS, 1758), but
can also infect other felids.

Adult worms have a yellow-brown colour and
can reach a length of up to 12 cm (males: 3 to 7
cm; females: 4 to 12 cm). The adults have dis-
tinct cervical alae that are short and wide, giv-
ing the anterior end the appearance of an arrow.
Adult nematodes live in the small intestine. Fe-
male produce eggs that are shed with the fae-
ces of the host (Aoxki et al. 1990; BEELITZ et al.
1992). Humans are susceptible to infection with

the parasite (WisemaN & LoverL 1969; PuLm-
HOFF 2006).

T cati has already been identified as a parasite
of the wild cat (HASSLINGER & BORTENLANGER
1996; KroNE et al. 2008; ScHUSTER et al. 1993;
STeEB et al. 2012). Here, we describe a detec-
tion of a 7. cati infection in a wild cat in Thur-
ingia.

Description of find and discussion

A number of hunting district in northwest Thur-
ingia close to the city of Eisenach in the admin-
istrative district of Wartburg legally operate
box-traps and traps based on pipes of concrete
(see SpITTLER 1979; IpPEN et al. 1987) in or-
der to manage populations of small carnivores.
The most commonly trapped species are (in de-
scending order): the red fox (Vulpes vulpes), the
raccoon (Procyon lotor), the European polecat
(Mustela putorius), the stone marten (Martes
foina), the badger (Meles meles) and the pine
marten (Martes martes).

As on other rare occasions, a wild cat (adult
male, 4.5 kg) was caught on the 15th of Octo-
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ber 2013 in a trap in the hunting district Wutha-
Farnroda (50°57°N/ 10°22°E) (Fig. 1). When
the animal was moved to a holding trap for ge-
netic hair sampling, it regurgitated — alongside
hairs and food remains — a live nematode. The
roundworm was stored in 70 % ethanol.

The parasite was identified as being the feline
roundworm. The individual had a body length
of 102 mm, a body width of 1.1 mm and a
width at the end of the esophagus of 1.05 mm.
The dorsal lip was 212 um long and 198 um
wide. The sub-ventral lips were 183 pum long
and 192 um wide. The esophagus was 2.3 mm
long and 0.2 mm wide at the anterior end and
0.3 mm wide at the posterior end, representing
14.2 % of the total body length. These measure-
ments are in line with the values reported in the
literature (WARREN 1971).

The regurgitation of endoparasites, alongside
hairs and food remains, is a well-known phe-
nomenon in domestic cats (HorzINEK et al.
2005) whose occurrence in the wild cat was to
be expected. While dissecting road kill in the
AKW (Arbeitskreis Wildbiologie an der Justus-
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Fig. 1 European wildcat male (Felis silvestris silvestris). (Photo: M. HEDDERGOTT)

Liebig-Universitdt GieBen e. V.), Dr. F. MUL-
LER (pers. comm.) has occasionally found both
fragments of prey as well as nematodes in the
oropharyngeal cavities and the oesophagus of
wild cats. The regurgitation might be triggered
by high levels of stress experienced by the cap-
tured cats. It has, for example, also been found
in the stomach of an Amur leopard cat (Prion-
ailurus bengalensis euptilurus ELLiort, 1871)
from Tsushima island in Japan (Yasupa et al.
1993).

When first analysing the parasite load of wild
cats from the (current) German federal states
of Saxony-Anhalt and Thuringia, SCHUSTER et
al. (1993) identified the feline roundworm in
20 of the 25 (80 %) dissected animals. Between
one and 247 nematodes were recovered from
individual wild cats. The authors do not pro-
vide precise information on the geographic ori-
gin of the the nematode samples. HASSLINGER
& BORTENLANGER (1996) identified 7. cati in
10 out of 14 wildcats (71 %) sampled from
various locations in Germany (Harz, Eifel,
Palatinate Forest, Spessart und Bavarian For-
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est). Similarly, 73 % (n = 11) of the wild cats
analysed by KronE et al. (2008) and originating
from the Eifel, Palatine and Saar regions were
infected, with between five and 79 nematodes
per individual. The feline roundworm occurred
in 88 % of all wild cats (n = 96) analysed by
SteEB et al. (2012) and originating from Ger-
many and Luxembourg. SCHUSTER et al. (1993)
already reported findings on endoparasites of
the wild cat in Thuringia. The samples in this
study originated from the administrative dis-
tricts of Eichsfeld, Nordhausen, Sonneberg
and Kyffhéuser, but the authors did not provide
more detailed information on the geographic
origin of their samples. There is no information
thus far from the Wartburg district.

Summary

Identification of Toxocara cati (SCHRANK,
1788) in a European wildcat Felis silvestris
silvestris (SCHREBER, 1777) from the
Thurigian Forest in Germany

We describe a Toxocara cati (SCHRANK, 1788)
infection in a European wild cat Felis silvestris
silvestris (SCHREBER, 1777) trapped in the Thur-
ingian Forest. The discovery was made after the
male cat regurgitated the parasite together with
food remains. This is the first time that the pro-
cess of regurgitation of a nematode parasite by
a wild cat has been described in the literature.
The discovery is in line with other reports of
a wide-spread infestation in Germany of wild
cats with this nematode

Zusammenfassung

Nachweis vom Toxocara cati (SCHRANK,
1788) bei einer Wildkatze Felis silvestris
silvestris (SCHREBER, 1777) aus dem
Thiiringer Wald in Deutschland

Es wird die Infektion einer Wildkatze Felis sil-
vestris silvestris (SCHREBER, 1777) durch den
Nematoden Toxocara cati (SCHRANK, 1788) aus
dem Thiiringer Wald beschrieben. Der infizierte
Wildkatzenkater hat den Nematoden mit Nah-
rungsresten herausgewiirgt.

Das Hervorwiirgen dieses Parasiten durch eine
Wildkatze wird erstmals beschrieben. Dieser
Fund reiht sich in die Literaturangaben iiber
den weit verbreiteten Befall der Wildkatzen
durch diesen Nematoden in Deutschland ein.
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,,Osterreichisches Falknereiarchiv® auf Schloss Waldreichs eroffnet

Bei herrlichem frithherbstlichen Wetter fand am
6. September 2014 im Schlosshof des Schlos-
ses Waldreichs die feierliche Eroffnung des
,Osterreichischen Falknereiarchivs® statt. Aus
diesem Anlass konnte OFB-Prisident HR Dr.
Harald Barsch zahlreiche Freunde und Gonner
der Falknerei, Falknerinnen und Falkner, Jager
und Jégerinnen sowie zahlreiche Ehrengéste
begriiBen. Es wurde die 1000-jdhrige Geschich-
te der Falknerei in Osterreich, deren Untergang
nach dem Wiener Kongress 1814/1815 und das
Wiederaufleben in den Zwanziger Jahren des
20. Jahrhunderts umrissen.

Dr. Barsch betonte die Wichtigkeit der Doku-
mentation der Falknerei ab dem 20. Jahrhun-
dert. Ein verloren gegangenes jagdliches Kul-
turgut hat sich dank engagierter Falkner zu
ungeahnten Hohen entwickelt. Die falknereipo-
litische Arbeit gipfelte in der Anerkennung der
Osterreichischen Falknerei als ,, Weltkulturerbe®
der UNESCO, eine Auszeichnung, die sich
weltweit 14 Lander teilen. Eines der Anerken-
nungskriterien ist die Dokumentation der 6s-
terreichischen Falknerei, die mit einem ersten

Schritt, der Errichtung eines Archivs gerecht
wird.
Der Prisident wies darauf hin, dass das Oster-
reichische Falknereiarchiv fiir alle Falkner
und Falknervereine vorgesehen ist. Alle sind
herzlich eingeladen in Zukunft hiufig davon
Gebrauch zu machen, um ein Gesamtbild der
osterreichischen Falknerei zu reflektieren.
Er dankte allen Ehrengésten, insbesondere
Forstdirektor Dipl. Ing. Hackl, der die Errich-
tung des Falknereiarchivs in groBziigiger Ma-
nier mit generdser Unterstiitzung erst ermog-
licht hat. Die Veranstaltung klang mit einem
groB3en Jagdkonzert in der Falknereiarena aus.
Die Gesellschaft fiir Wildtier- und Jagdfor-
schung stellte zur Eréffnung des Archivs eine
umfangreiche Sammlung der begehrten ,,Bei-
trage zur Jagd- und Wildforschung® zur Ver-
fiigung. Der Osterreichische Falknerbund be-
dankt sich sehr herzlich fiir diese grofziigige
Unterstiitzung des Osterreichischen Falknerei-
archivs. Die Tagungsbédnde sind eine wertvolle
Quelle fiir unsere zukiinftige Tatigkeit.

Dr. HArRALD BArscH
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