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Ergebnisse der Deutschen Afghanistan-Expedition 1956
der Landessammlungen fiir Naturkunde Karlsruhe

Bombyliidae, Therevidae (Diptera)
by
H. Orproyp, London

(With 1 Figure)

The BOMBYLIIDAE collected in Afghanistan by Dr. AMSEL comprise 51 specimens,
belonging to 11 genera and 20 species. All are of Palaearctic affinities, but two of the most
striking species. — Exoprosopa pennata NURSE and Callistoma imperator NURSE — were
originally described from Baluchistan,

Section Homeophthalmae
1. Amidm virgatus AusteN, 1937, Bombyliidae of Palestine, p. 83
14 Kala Nao, 18. V. 1956
2. Geron gibbosus OLIVIER, 1789, Encycl. Méthod. 4, p. 329 (Bombylius)

14 Gulbahar, 25. VI. 1956

3. Bombylius modestus Loew, 1873, Beschreib. eur. Dipt. 111, p. 192
14,192 Gulbahar, 15—25. VI. 1956

4, Bombylius pericanstus Loew, 1873, Beschreib. eur. Dipt. 771, p. 188
14 Herat, 15.1IV. 1956

5. Anastoechus turkmenorum ParamoNow, 1930, Trav. Mus zool. Akad Seci. Ukt.

No. 9, p.474

29 Daurahabad, 20. V. 1956

6. Callistoma imperator NURsE, 1922, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 28, p. 886
74,109 Gulbahar, 8.—15. VI. 1956.
19 Herar, 15. V. 1956.

Section Tomophthalmae
7. Petrorossia letho WIEDEMANN, 1828, Auss. Zweifl. ins 1, p. 566 (Anthrax)

14 Gulbahar, 8. VI. 1956
8. Petrorossia sp.
1g Gulbahar, 8. VI. 1956

This is a2 much bigger specimen than the preceding one, and has the hind tarsus somewhat
shorter. Since both were taken on the same day, in the same place, it is probable that this
is no more than a vatriant of letho. It is very greasy, with few surface markings visible.
9. Anthrax stictica KLug, 1832, in EHRENBERG, Symb. phys. Dec. 3, Ins.

Dipt., p. 3, tab. XXX, fig. 14 (ANTHRAX).

1g Gulbahar, 25. VI. 1956

10. Spongostylum tripunctatum WiEDEMANN, 1820, in MEIGEN, Syst. Beschreib.
2, p. 166 (ANTHRAX)
14 Herar, 15. V. 1956
34 Gulbahar, 25. VI. 1956 (melanic form).
11. Exapro.ropa pennata NUrsg, 1922, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 28, p. 635
18 Gulbahar, 25. VI. 1956
12. Exoprosopa fallaciosa LoEw, 1873, Beschrclb eur. Dipt. 3, p. 162
29 Gulbahar, 8. VI. 1956; 25. VI. 1956
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13. Exoprosopa interstitialis NURSE, 1922, ]J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 28, p. 636

49Q Gulbahar, 8. — 15. VI. 1956
14. Exoprosopa rutila WIEDEMANN, 1818, Zool. Magaz. 1 (2), p. 16 (ANTHRAX)
19 Gulbahat, 25. VI. 1956

15. Exoprosopa ? mucorea KruG, 1832, in EHRENBERG, Symb. phys. Dec. Ins.
Dipt., p. 14, tab., fig. 6
54 Gulbahar, 15.—25. VI. 1956
16. Exoprosopa amseli, sp. noy.

A small, decorative species, with a big head; wings as in fig. 1; body and head partly
black, partly reddish in ground colout, with iridescent greenish white scales; and orange
legs, with black scales on tibiae and tarsi. It seems to belong to PAramonow’s “‘E. stupida-
group”, but differs from any of these in the wing-pattern, in the colour and arrangement
of scales on the head, and in the colouring of the legs.

Exoprosopa amseli, sp. nov.
Abb. 1 wing; Fig. 2; antenna

Q@ Head. Upper two-thirds of frons bare, shining black, with sparse whitish hairs, but
no scales; lower third of frons and entite face orange, with yellowish hairs, and thickly
encrusted with white scales, which have red and greeniridescent lights, just as PArRAMONOW
describes them in stupida: face conically produced forwards. Vertex and occiput black in
ground colour, with pale hairs, and thickly encrusted with iridescent scales like those on
the face. Antennae as in fig. 2: first two segments yellow, or partly blackish, with yellow
hairs; third black, narrow and strap-like, with a tiny style in a dorsoapical pit. Proboscis
black, just as long as mouth-opening; palpi concealed.

Thorax. Mesonotum shining black, with short yellowish hairs, and enctusted with shining,
iridescent, whitish scales, which are not dense enough to obscure the ground colout; ex-
treme lateral margins with a natrow stripe of longer white scales, and with lateral bristles
moderately developed, the two notopleurals on each side being yellow. Scutellum in ground
colour black with red margin, and entirely covered with yellowish scales. Pleura shining
black-brown: pro- meso- and meta-pleura with dense tufts of yellowish white hairs; poste-
rior mesopleuron, upper sternopleuron, and hypopleuron, each with a tuft of long, densc
white scales.

Abdomen., Ground colour of dorsum black: each segment with a pair of large red spots,
which merge into a red hind margin on posterior segments; over this is a uniform covering
of dull yellowish white scales. Sides of abdomen with long yellowish hairs. Venter red
with white scales.

Legs. Coxae black-brown with yellow hairs and a tuft of white scales on middle and
hind coxae. Femora orange, encrusted with whitish scales, except antero-apically, where
there is a patch of black scales. Tibiae and tarsi also orange in ground colour, but covered
with dense black scales, so that they appear black. Middle and hind tibiae with black bristles.
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Wings. As in fig. 1. Costal, subcostal and first basal cells stained yellow, with a darker
pand extending across base of discal cells. Rest of wing-membrane clear and colouiless.
Squamae yellow, with a fringe of white scales. Halteres brown, with paler tip.

Length. Body 8 mm; wing 8 mm.

Holotype in Landessammlungen fiir Naturkunde, Karlsruhe,

1 Q (holotype), Gulbahar, 2.IX. 1956
17. Thyridanthrax vagans LoEw, 1862 Berl. ent. 7. 6, p. 81 (ANTIIRAX)

1§ Gulbahar, 25. V1. 1956.

18. Villa albifacies MacqQuart, 1840, Dipt. exot. 2 (1), p. 71, tab., XX1, fig. 1 (ANTHRAX)

2 @ Gulbahar, 8. VI. 1956.

19. Villa tomentosa BECkER, 1916, Ann. Mus. nat. Hung. 14, p. 41

1 4 Gulbahar, 2. IX. 1956. [Exemplar bei der Riicksendung zerstort].
20. Spongostylum ? sp. nov.

1 @ N. W. -Afghanistan, Andkbui, 21. V. 1956.

A single specimen, remarkable for having three submarginal cells in each wing: the
fork of R4+ 5°, besides having a right-angle and a long appendix, has a cross-vein joining it
to R2+43°. Unfortunately the specimen is in poor condition, and cannot either be determined
or adequately described as new.

The THEREVIDAE collected by this Expedition are only five in number, belonging
to three species, in three different genera. All three of them ate principally known from
North Africa, but the Therevidae ate a rather obscure Family, not very often collected,
and theit distribution is very incompletely known.

1. Caenophanomyia insignis Loew, 1874, Z. ges. Naturwiss. 1X, p. 415 (Caenophanes)

3 @ Gulbahar, 5. VI.—25. VIII, 1956.

2. Orthactia thoracica Macquart, 1840, Dipt. exot. (2) 1, p. 22, tab. v, fig. 1 (Thereva)

1 & Gulbahar, 25. VI. 1956.

3. Actorthia? frontata KROBER, 1912, Deutsch. ent. Z. 1912, p. 30
1 @ Gulbahar, 15. V1. 56.
The poor condition of the specimen prevents it from being identified with certainty.

References

ENGEL, E. O. 1932—1937. In LINDNER, E., Die Fliegen der Palaearktischen Region 25: Bomby-
liidae, 619 pp.

KRrOBER, O. 1924—25. In LinDNER, E., Die Fliegen der Palaearktischen Region 26: There-
vidae, 60 pp.

Nugsg, C. G. 1922. New and little-known Indian Bombyliidae. J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 28,
pp. 630—0641, 883—888.

ParamonNow, S. J. 1928. Beitrige zur Monographie der Gattung Exoptosopa. Trav. Mus.
zool. Akad. Sci. Ukr. VI (2), pp. 181—302.

Address of author:

H. Oldroyd

British Museum (Natural History)
London SW 7, Cromwell Road

8 Afghanistan-Heft 1961 303



ZOBODAT - www.zobodat.at

Zoologisch-Botanische Datenbank/Zoological-Botanical Database

Digitale Literatur/Digital Literature

Zeitschrift/dJournal: Beitrage zur naturkundlichen Forschung in
Slidwestdeutschland

Jahr/Year: 1960
Band/Volume: 19
Autor(en)/Author(s): Oldroyd H.

Artikel/Article: Ergebnisse der Deutschen Afghanistan-Expedition 1956
der Landessammlungen fiir Naturkunde Karlsruhe - Bombyliidae,

Therevidae (Diptera) 301-303



https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_series.php?id=20862
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_volumes.php?id=49377
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_articles.php?id=285540

