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I n  the year 1964 I  collected empids in  South Slovakia along th e  river Hron, 
where a great num ber of Tachydromia specimens occurred in  th e  meadows on 
th e  righ t bank near the village Kam enin. L ater on when identifying these 
specimens I  found out th a t they  all belonged to  one species only. U nfortunately 
I  took  only a few specimens, 17 males and 11 females altogether, th a t  belonged 
to  a species undescribed up to  the  present tim e.

This species had not been quite unknown. E ngel (1939) in  elaborating the 
genus Tachydromia Meigen in “Lindner”, described th is species as T . fulvipes 
Meigen, but th is species had already been previously sank by Meigen himself 
as a synonym of his fascipes (see also Collin, 1961). The la tte r  species is now 
to  be  considered as a pale form of annulata Fallen. L ater on Frey  (1943) in 
his revision of Palaearctic species of th is genus saw the  species in  question as 
well, but was not sure about the iden tity  and pu t it  in Group 4 of his Table as 
Platypalpus sp.

This species is quite different from th e  other allied species and therefore I  
present the  following description.

T a c h y d r o m i a  c o l l i n i  sp. n.
M a le  (h o lo ty p e )  (Fig. 1—4):
H e a d :  Frons narrow , slightly narrow er th a n  th e  w id th  of 2nd an tenna l segm ent, nearly  
parallel-sided, in  th e  upper p a rt  opposite h ind  ocelli wider, en tire ly  grey dusted . Face 
silvery  grey dusted , n o t so wide as fro n t of frons. Occiput on th e  upper half above neck 
greyish pollinose w ith greyish brow n hairs, on th e  lower p a r t  m ore dusted  and  w ith longer 
w hitish  hairs. V ertex w ith single pair of long dark  vertica l bristles which are com paratively 
wide ap art, of ab ou t twice the  length  of distance of h ind  ocelli. Ocellar bristles dark , about 
one ha lf length  of vertical bristles. P alp i yellowish, nearly  rounded  w ith th ree  yellowish 
brow n apical bristles. Proboscis shiny black. A ntennae en tire ly  black, 3rd segm ent nearly  
tw ice longer th a n  its  g reatest w idth, aris ta  long, ab ou t twice longer th a n  leng th  of 3rd 
segm ent.

T h o r a x  en tire ly  grey dusted  w ith only a  sm all shining b lack p a tch  on sternopleura, 
th a t  does n o t ex tend  to  its  h ind  m argin. All thoracic bristles yellowish: acrostichals and 
dorsocentrals biserial, of m oderate size, the  last tw o pairs of irregular dorsocentrals m uch 
longer, nearly  as long as inner pair of scutellar bristles. 1 longer hum eral w ith several 
sh o rte r ones and  3 long notopleural w ith some additional shorter bristles along th e  whole 
len g th  of notopleura. 2 pairs of scutellar bristles, th e  inner pa ir d istinctly  longer.
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W in g s  hyaline only slightly tinged w ith  g re y , veins dark , firs t longitudinal vein (i?,) 
an d  the  o ther veins a t  base yellowish brow n. P rae fu rca  brownish, short, of about one half 
of length  of th e  distance to  hum eral crossvein. 3 rd  and 4th  longitudinal veins (P 4+5 and M)  
slightly diverging in the  middle p a rt b u t nearly  parallel tow ards tip . Squam ae yellowish 
w ith long pale hairs, halteres whitish yellow, b row nish  a t extrem e base.

L e g s  yellow to yellowish brow n w ith  m id d le  and hind coxae black, all trochanters 
brow n, ta rs i w ith d istinct dark  brow n an n u la tio n  a t  tip  of each segm ent. P ro n t coxae 
yellowish, slightly brownish a t  base, fro n t side s ilvery  pollinose w ith long w hitish hairs. 
Middle an d  h ind  coxae shining black, only la te ra lly  w ith grey dusted  pa tch  and  with long 
w hitish hairs. F ron t fem ora slightly th ickened , o n  basal two th irds on th e  outside brownish. 
The whole fro n t femora, w ith the  exception of t h e  inner side, covered w ith long yellowish 
hairs nearly  as long as fem ur is th ick . F ro n t tib ia e  slender w ith yellowish hairs slightly 
longer th a n  tib ia  is th ick . Middle fem ora s tou t, b e n ea th  w ith tw o rows of short black spines 
an d  w ith posteroventral row of long yellowish b ris tles . Middle tib iae ab ou t as slender as 
fro n t tib iae w ith a strong and poin ted  black ap ica l spur and w ith a row  of fine black spines 
beneath . H ind legs slender w ith fine pale hairs beneath , h ind tib iae a t  tip  and knees on 
m iddle an d  h ind  pair brownish. Tarsi d a rk  b ro w n  annulated , las t segm ent nearly  entirely  
dark .

A b d o m e n  shining black w ith the  sides and  f ro n t m argins of all te rga  dusted  grey, so 
th a t  only large shiny triangles rem ain on dorsum  o f each tergum . All sterna  densely dusted  
grey. A bdom inal segm ents w ith fine pale hairs t h a t  are longer on last segm ent. Genitalia 
large, shining black. Left (upper) lam ella of epandrium  sm aller, left m argin a t  basal half 
w ith very  long w hitish hairs th a t  are nearly  as long  as lam ella is wide. R igh t lam ella on 
lower m argin w ith several shorter w hitish hairs, cerci slender, righ t cercus apically egg­
shaped, the  left one w ith sm all subapical too th .

L e n g th :  Body 3,8 m m ., wing 3 mm.

Fig. 1. A ntenna. — Fig. 2. L eft m iddle leg. — Fig. 3. E pandrium  and  cerci, dorsal 
view. — Fig. 4. H ypopygium , ven tra l view
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F e m a l e :
Resem bling the  m ale, legs usually entirely  yellowish w ith  th e  exception of m iddle and hind 

coxae, knees an d  all trochanters and annulated  tarsi. A bdom en conical, 7 th  segm ent p re ­
dom inantly  greyish dusted , term inal papillae slender, ab o u t as long as 8 th segm ent.

L e n g th :  Males 3 ,5—4 m m ., females 3 — 4 mm.
V a r i a b i l i t y :  In  some specimens, especially in th e  m ales, fro n t and  m iddle fem ora are 

on th e  upper outside dark  brow n w ith all in term ediates to  en tirely  yellow fem ora. H ind 
fem ora som etim es w ith  indication of brow nish ring n ear tip . In  some specimens first 
tro ch an te r slightly  yellowish.

H o lo ty p e :  Slovakia mer., Kam enin 13. 5. 1964 (leg. M. Chvala), 1 male. 
Deposited in  N ational Museum, Praha.

P a r a t y p e s :  16 males and 11 females, th e  same locality. Deposited in N a­
tional Museum, P rah a; B ritish Museum (N atural H istory), London; Deutsches 
Entom ologisches In s titu t, Eberswalde; always one male and one female, the 
rest of m aterial in au tho r’s collection.

The new species is nam ed in  honour of Mr. J .  E . Collin , th e  best specialist in  th is fam ily, 
whom  I  was fo rtu na te  enough to  visit together w ith  D r. G. Morge (Eberswalde) in his 
house in N ew m arket and  to  discuss several questions ab ou t these problem s.

T. collini sp. n. belongs to  the  group of species w ith  only one pair of vertical 
bristles, w ith distinct hum eral bristle, w ith black antennae and thorax  distinctly 
grey dusted w ith yellowish bristles. I t  differs from annulata  F allen, in ter alia, 
in  biserial acrostichals bristles. The other E uropean species of th is group with 
biserial acrostichals (notata Meigen, strigifrons Zetterstedt, infecta Collin, 
carteri Collin and praecincta Collin) have longer th ird  antennal segment th a t 
is a t m ost only slightly shorter th an  arista and if 3rd antennal segment is shorter 
and arista  distinctly  longer (interstincta Collin, coarctata Collin and claranda 
Collin) then  abdomen is predom inantly shining black. T . collini is m ost easily 
distinguishable from all species of th is group by  grey dusted abdom inal terga 
a t sides and along the  front m argins and by entirely  grey dusted venter of 
abdomen. If  in  the  other species the  abdomen is w ith grey patches a t sides 
(ppraccinctcb Collin, ccirlcri Collin and partially  cocitclotci Collin and clcircmdci 
Collin) th en  sterna are always shining black (or reddish brown in the la tte r 
species).

D i s t r i b u t i o n :  C entral and  South Europe. P reviously recorded b y  F r ey  (1943) from  
Czechoslovakia (Bohemia, P raha) and  Y ugoslavia (L jubljana), now it  has been ascer­
ta in ed  as com m on species in  South Slovakia. I  have n o t ye t had  th e  opp ortun ity  to  
s tu d y  th e  o ther E uropean m aterial of th is genus, b u t I  am  sure collini will be found a t  o ther 
ocalities.

S u m m a r y
The au tho r describes a new E uropean Tachydromia species of th e  cursitans-pallidiventris- 

group (apud Collin , 1961).

Z u s a m m e n f a s s u n g
D er A utor beschreibt eine neue europäische A rt der G attung  Tachydromia Meigen  aus 

der cursitans-pallidiventris-QrvLppe (apud Collin , 1961).
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Pe3K>M e
A btop oirac&maeT hobbih eBponeöCKHH b h « hb p o « a  Tachydromia Meig en , hb 

I'pynnfci bhjjob cursitans-pallidiventris (apud Co h a n , 1961).
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