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New species of African Clytrinae

(Coleóptera: Chrysomelidae)

With 10 text figures

The interesting material of undetermined Clytrinae from Deutsches Entomo- 
logisohes In s titu t kindly forwarded to  me by Dr. R. Ga ed ik e  includes series of 
2 new species from Africa. I  have also before me a few specimens of both 
species from other museums.

I am grateful to R. Gaedike for the permission to retain paratypes of new species for my collection.
The following abbreviations for museums are used to indicate the place of deposition of studied specimens.

DEI Deutsches Entomologisches Institut, Eberswalde 
ZMB Zoologisches Museum, Berlin 
ME Museum Georg Frey , Tutzing bei München 
MRAG Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale, Tervuren 
ZIL Author’s collection (Zoological Institute, Leningrad)

T i t u b o e a  o r a n j e e n s i s  s p e c .  a o v .

(fig. 1 — 6, 8)

Reddish-fulvous with elytra paler, apical joints of antennae and breast black; 
prothorax with 3 black spots in transverse row, central spot cordiform; elytra 
with 2 black transverse bands, one before base, prolonged near side margin at 
humerus, the other behind middle.

cJ. Body cylindrical, n itid , upperside glabrous. H ead distinctly  narrow er th an  prothorax, 
pubescent, irons coarsely punctured, w ith 3 impressions forming triangle ; anterior m argin of 
clypeus broad, concave; vertex  ra th er finely punctured. A ntennae short, f irs t jo in t alm ost 
suhquadrate, second and th ird  joints subequal, very short, th e  fourth  triangular, h u t n a r­
row er th an  fifth , the following strongly serrate.

P ro thorax  narrow ed anteriorly  w ith  all angles rounded, transversely slightly depressed 
before anterior m argin, very finely, alm ost indistinctly  punctured. Seutellum triangular, 
nitid .

E ly tra  slightly narrow ed behind, w ith  epipleural lobe well developed, ra ther finely and 
irregularly punctured . E pipleura pubescent. Pygidium  rounded apically. H ind m argin of 
th e  last abdom inal stern ite  alm ost straiSht.

Fore legs elongate w ith-curved tibiae. The firs t tarsal jo in t as long as the following two 
together, the fou rth  jo in t narrow  and  long. P rosternum  carinate, fore coxal cavities d i­
stinctly  closed behind. Aedoeagus (fig. 3). — Length of body 5.8 —6.3 mm, b read th  2.6 to 
2.8 mm.
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Fig. 1—4. Tituboea oranjeensis spec, h o y . :  Fig. 1. basal joints of antennae. — 
Fig. 2. fore tib ia  and  tarsus. — Fig. 3. aedoeagus, lateral. — Fig. 4. aedoeagus, 
dorsal

Fig. 5 —10. P a tte rn  of upper,side: Fig. 5 — 6. pro thorax of Tituboea oranjeensis 
spec. nov. — Fig. 7. prothorax of Melitonoma gallomima spec. h o y . — Fig. 8. ely­
tro n  of T. oranjeensis spec. nov. — Fig. 9 — 10. e ly tra of M . gallomima spec. nov.

9- Body larger, tho rax  and  abdom en black, fore legs no t elongate. In  one specimen cen­
tra l spot of p rothorax is divided in to  3 spots and  prothorax has 4 spots in transverse row 
and  one before scutellum. L ength  of body 6.2—8.5 mm, b read th  3.2—4.4 mm.

Southw est A frica: Oranje, 2 males, holotype an d  paratype, 2 females, allotype and  p a ra ­
type  (D E I); Southw est Africa, R o l l e  leg., 1 female, paratype, (MRAC).

This species is related  to  Tituboea cognata L e e e b v b e  and  especially to  “Clytra” obliquata 
L a c o b d a ib e , b u t differs well in coloration, s truc tu re  of antennae etc. I  give a key for these 
species

1 (2) H ead, underside and legs black. U pper V olta, E th iop ia  . . . T. cognata L e e e b v b e

2 (1) H ead  and  legs reddish or f u l v o u s ....................................................................................

3 (4) A ntennal jo in ts 5 — 10 very strongly serrate, 3 times as broad as long. Scutellum
punctured . P ro thorax  w ith  2 black spots, e ly tra  w ithout subbasal transverse 
band, abdom en black. S e n e g a l ......................  T . obliquata L a c o b d a ib e  (status nov.)

4 (3) A ntennal jo in ts 5 — 10 about 2 tim es as b road  as long. Scutellum  w ithout punc­
tures. P ro thorax  w ith 3 or 5 spots, e ly tra w ith  subbasal transverse band, abdo­
m en fulvous in  males, black in females Southw est A fr ic a ........................................
.................................................................................................................. T . oranjeensis spec, nov.

M e l i t o n o m a  g a l l o m i m a  s p e c . n o v .

(fig. 7, 9 - 1 0 )

Body black, 4 basal joints of antennae, prothorax, elytra, tibiae and tarsi 
flavous; prothorax with two large and angular lateral spots and small central 
spot near scutellum black, or each lateral spot is divided into 3 or 4 small spo ts; 
each elytron with 6 black spots (2,2,2) in three transverse rows; spots of hind 
row are connected, sometimes outer spots of first and second rows are connected.

cJ. Body cylindrical, upper side n itid  and glabrous. H ead densely pubescens, clypeus 
and  irons w ith  dense strong punctures, vertex sparsely punctured. A nterior m argin of
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clypeus w ith deep subquadrate notch, mandible tr ian g u la r, widened a t  base. P rothorax 
strongly  and  ra th e r densely punctured and w ith la teral im pressions near base, h ind angles 
m ore or less raised, la teral margins distinctly ben t upw ards. Scutellum triangular, pu n c tu r­
ed.

E ly tra  strongly and  densely punctured, w ith in terspaces very finely  punctured, the 
extrem e apex alm ost w ithout punctures.

Tarsi ra ther short, fore tarsi w ith firs t jo in t a b it shorter th a n  the following tw o together. 
L ength  of body 5.2 mm , breadth  2.2 mm.

9 . Body usually larger, clypeus w ith deep triangular im pression, its  anterior m argin t r i ­
angularly  incised. Length of body 4 .3—-6.2 mm, b read th  2 — 3 mm.

T anganyika; Ugogo, 1 male, holotype (ZIL); Igam a, 1 — 1963, E . H a a e  leg., 1 female, 
allotype, (MF), Itig i, 1 — 1963, E. H a a s  leg., 1 female, p a ra ty p e ; U ganda, G battek leg., 
3 females, paratypes, (D E I); Cameroon; Benue near K okum , 26—29. V II. 1909, B ig g b n - 
b a c h  leg., 1 female, paratype, (ZMB).

T his species is re la ted  to  Melitonoma galla G e s t b o  and  h a s  a quite identical struc tu re  of 
m andibles and  aedoeagus, b u t differs clearly in having a black la brum  and  a prothorax 
strongly and  densely punctured.

I  give a key for Melitonoma species, which have black sp o t near scutellum  or black suture ■ 
(formula of spot arrangem ent 2-2-2).

1 (2) Suture black from  scutellum  to  the h ind transverse b an d , apex of ely tron black,
hum eral spo t and  both  transverse bands usually  connected laterally. Legs black.
E ast Africa from  E thiopia to  T a n g a n y ik a ........................... M . ugandensis B b y a n t

2 (1) Suture w ithout black s t r i p e .............................................................................................

3 (4) Apex of ely tron dark. E ly tra l markings d istinctly  m etallic blue. Small spot near
scutellum often connected w ith large hum eral spot. Legs black. Central Africa: 
C ongo-L eopoM ville ........................................................................... M . scutellaris B u b g e o n

4 (3) Apex of ely tron f u l v o u s ........................................................................................ ....

5 (6) Legs black. E ly tra l markings bluish-black. Very sm all scutellar spot usually
connected along the suture w ith the middle transverse band, b u t suture rem ains 
fulvous. Clypeus in male broad, its anterior m argin arcuate  b u t w ithout deep 
indentation . E th iop ia .............................................................................. M . annulata  W e i s e

6 (5) Tibia and  ta rs i fulvous. A nterior m argin of clypeus deeply indented  in male . .
7 (8) P rothorax finely or indistinctly  punctured. L abrum  fulvous. K enya. M . galla G e s t b o

8 (7) P ro thorax  densely and strongly p u n c tu r e d ...................... M . g a llo m im a  spec. nov.

S u m m a ry

As a result of a  revision of m aterial from D eutsches Entom ologisches In s titu t tw o Cly- 
trines from Africa were identified and  are described in th is paper. The holotypes are in th e  
collection of D E I.

Z u s a m m e n f a s s u n g

Im  Ergebnis der Ü berarbeitung von M aterial aus dem D eutschen Entom ologischen In ­
s t i tu t  wurden zwei C lytrinen aus A frika erm itte lt und  in dieser A rbeit beschrieben. Die 
H olotypen befinden sich in der Sammlung des D E I.

PesiOMe
B p e 3y jitT aT e oßpaßoTKH MarepHajioB HeMepKoro BHTOMOJiormecKoro h h c t h - 

TyTa Sh j io  oßHapyjKeHO pBa h o b h x  BHpa C ly trinae  H3 A iJ p h k h , onHcaHHH k o t o - 
pBIX npHBOHHTCH B HaCTOflipeft CTaTbe. rOJIOTHIIM HaxOUHTCfl B KOJIJieKIIHH D E I.
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