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P ro f. D r. M erkitri S er g e ev ic h  G ilja r o v  
* 22. 2. 1912 -  f  2. 3. 1985

A m  2. M ärz 1985 v e rs ta rb  im  74. L e b e n s ja h r  d a s  au sw ärtig e  M itg lied  u nseres  R e d a k 
tion sk o lleg iu m s P ro f . D r. G il ja r o v . D ie R e d a k tio n  de r Z e itsch rif t „ B e iträ g e  zu r  E n to m o lo 
g ie “ v e rlie r t  in  ih m  e in en  K o llegen , d e r  s te ts  b e re it  w ar, sie be i d e r  G ew inn ung  n e u e r A u to ren  
u n d  L eser sow ie d e r  fach lich en  B e u rte ilu n g  v o n  M a n u sk rip te n  zu  u n te rs tü tz e n .

Sein  A n d en k en  w e rd en  w ir  in  E h re n  h a lte n .
D ie R e d a k tio n

M. S. GM larov

M erkttrii S. G hilabov  w as a  w o n d erfu l m a n , a n  e m in en t zoo log ist, fo u n d e r of so il zoo
lo g y  in  th e  U S S R , a u th o r  of m ore  th a n  600 p u b lic a tio n s  on d if fe re n t a sp ec ts  of b io logy .

H is  d iv e rse  sc ien tific  a c t iv i ty  w as a im ed  a t  s tu d y in g  th e  p ro b le m s of phy logen esis, 
a s s im ila tio n  of la n d  e n v iro n m e n t b y  a r th ro p o d s , ev a lu a tio n  of th e  ro le  o f in v e rte b ra te s  in  
so il fo rm a tio n , in  b io lo g ica l m e lio ra tio n  of so ils a n d  th e ir  zoolog ical d iagn o stics .

H e  w as a  b io lo g is t of a  v e ry  b ro a d  p ro file , h a d  w ide kno w ledge in  m a n y  a rea s  of b io logy  
a n d  a d ja c e n t  d isc ip lines, k new  p e rfe c tly  b o th  R u ss ia n  an d  w o rld  classica l l i te ra tu re , h a d  
a n  in t im a te  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of n a tu re  a n d  of i ts  re f lec tio n  in  p a in t in g  a n d  m usic.DOI: 10.21248/contrib.entomoL36.2.207-208
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M e r k u r ii S er g e ev ic h  G hilarov  g ra d u a te d  f ro m  th e  K ie v  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  in  1934. 
H is  f i r s t  p u b lic a tio n  d e a lt  w ith  th e  co m p a ra tiv e  a n a to m y  of te le o s te a n  fishes a n d  he p r e 
se rv ed  h is  in te re s t  to  c o m p a ra tiv e  a n a to m y  a n d  e v o lu tio n a ry  m o rp h o lo g y  d u rin g  a ll  h is  
life.

A f te r  he g ra d u a te d  fro m  th e  u n iv e rs ity  he s ta r te d  w o rk in g  as a n  en to m o lo g is t a t  one of 
th e  e x p e r im e n ta l s ta t io n s  in  U k ra in e . D u rin g  th e se  f irs t  y e a rs  he fo rm u la te d  h is  id eas  on 
th e  ro le  of so il as a  specific  en v iro n m e n t in  th e  life o f in v e r te b ra te s  a n d  th e  ro le  o f in 
v e r te b ra te s  in  so il fo rm a tio n .

I n  1947 M. S. G hilarov  defen d ed  h is d o c to ra l  th e s is  “ T he ro le  o f so il in  in sec t e v o lu tio n ” 
a n d  w as a w ard ed  A. N . S evertzov  p rize  of th e  U S S R  A cad em y  of Sciences fo r h is  w o rk . 
I n  1949 he p u b lish ed  h is  m o n o g rap h  “ P e c u lia r itie s  of Soil as a n  E n v iro n m e n t an d  I t s  R o le  
in  In s e c t  E v o lu tio n ” w h ich  becam e  w id e ly  k n o w n  a n d  h ig h ly  reco gn ized  b y  th e  sp ec ia lis ts  
a ll  ov e r th e  w o rld .

F ro m  th e  f iftie s  he d ire c ts  so il-zoological s tu d ie s  o f v a rio u s  in s t i tu t io n s  in  th e  U S S R . 
H is  in te rn a t io n a l  sc ien tific  a c t iv i ty  s ta r ts  d u rin g  th is  p e rio d  as w e ll: h e  m ad e  a  g re a t co n 
t r ib u t io n  to  s tu d ie s  a n d  o rg a n iz a tio n  of re se a rc h  p e r ta in in g  to  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f th e  
m e th o d s  of c o n tro l o f th e  C olorado  bee tle . I n  1956 he w as e le c ted  to  th e  P e rm a n e n t  C om 
m itte e  of E n to m o lo g ica l C ongresses, in  1968— 1982 he a c te d  as a  V ice P re s id e n t a n d  in  1984 
he w as u n a n im o u sly  e le c ted  as a  H o n o ra ry  m e m b er of th is  co m m ittee .

I n  th e  s ix tie s  h e  w o rk ed  f ru itfu lly  on  v a rio u s  a sp e c ts  of ap p lied  so il zoology, o rg an ized  
a  n u m b e r  of ex p ed itio n s  in  d iffe ren t reg ions of th e  U S S R , c o n d u c te d  fie ld  ex p erim en ts .

I n  1966 he  w as e lec ted  as a  co rresp o n d in g  m e m b er a n d  in  1974 as a  fu ll m em b er (aca d e 
m ic ian ) of th e  U S S R  A c ad e m y  of Sciences. I n  1975 — 1985 he h e ad ed  th e  D iv isio n  of G en e
ra l  B io log y  a n d  w as a  m e m b er of th e  P re s id iu m  of th e  U S S R  A c ad e m y  of Sciences. D u rin g  
m a n y  y e a rs  (since 1968) he w as th e  P re s id e n t o f th e  U S S R  E n to m o lo g ica l S ociety .

S ince 1956 w h en  th e  U S S R  en te re d  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  U n io n  of B io lo g ica l Sciences, M. S. 
G hilarov  ta k e s  a n  a c tiv e  p a r t  in  th e  a c t iv i ty  o f th e  N a tio n a l C om m ittee  of S ov ie t B io lo 
g is ts , f irs t, as a  sc ien tific  s e c re ta ry  an d  th e n  as  i ts  ch a irm a n  (from  1965). I n  1968 h e  w as 
e lec ted  as a  m e m b er of th e  IU B S  E x e c u tiv e  C o m m ittee  a n d  in  1976— 1982 he se rv ed  as a  
V ic e -P re s id e n t o f th e  IU B S .

A c ad e m ic ian  M. S. G hilarov  w as a lw ay s  a c tiv e ly  s u p p o rtin g  th e  d ev e lo p m en t a n d  
s tre n g th e n in g  of in te rn a t io n a l  sc ien tific  re la tio n s  a n d  m ad e  a  g re a t c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  
sc ien tific  co o p e ra tio n  of b io lo g is ts  a ll  ove r th e  w o rld .

H e  w as e le c ted  to  m a n y  n a t io n a l  a n d  in te rn a t io n a l  socie ties  a n d  a c a d e m ie s : Z oolog ical 
C o m m ittee  of th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  Soil S o c ie ty  (1958), A cad em y  of Z oology in  A gra , I n d ia  
(1961), E n to m o lo g ic a l S oc ie ties  of F ra n c e  (1960), C zechoslovak ia (1965), F in la n d  (1968), 
S w eden  a n d  H u n g a ry  (1972), A u s tr ia  (1970), P o la n d  (1978), IN T E C O L  (1964), M useum  of 
N a tu r a l  H is to ry  in  P a r is  (1973), In te rn a t io n a l  S o c ie ty  of Social In s e c ts  (1974), M AB (1976), 
R o y a l S o c ie ty  in  L o n d o n  (1979), e tc .

H e  w as a w ard ed  m a n y  p rize s  b o th  in  th e  U S S R  a n d  ab ro a d . H e  w as also  aw ard ed  h ig h  
o rd e rs  a n d  m e d a ls  b y  th e  S o v ie t G o v ern m e n t.

O ver 40 je a rs  h e  w as w o rk in g  as a  p ro fesso r a n d  h e ad ed  ch a irs  o f in v e r te b ra te  zoology  
a t  th e  M oscow  P ed ag o g ica l I n s t i tu te  a n d  d u rin g  th e  la s t  d ecade a t  th e  M oscow  S ta te  U n i
v e rs ity .

M. S. G hilarov  to o k  a n  a c tiv e  p a r t  in  th e  a c tiv itie s  o f m a n y  n a t io n a l  an d  in te rn a t io n a l  
sc ien tific  jo u rn a ls , he  w as a lso  a  m em b er of th e  E d ito r ia l  B o a rd  of “ B io logy  I n te r n a t io n a l” .

H e  a c tiv e ly  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th e  a c tiv itie s  of th e  IU B S  m ore  th a n  20 y e a rs  an d  c o n tr ib u t
ed  to  th e  s tre n g th e n in g  of sc ien tific  co o p era tio n , f rie n d sh ip  a n d  m u tu a l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  
am o n g  b io lo g is ts  of v a rio u s  co u n trie s .

M. S. G hilarov  w as a  w o rld  w ide k n o w n  sc ie n tis t, w o n d erfu l m a n  an d  w ill be w a rm ly  
rem e m b ered  b y  h is  n u m ero u s  co lleagu es an d  frien d s  a ll o ve r th e  w orld .

V . A . T o urchanihova  
S. G. V a sse t z k y
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