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On the 70th birthday of Prof. G.A. Anufriev 

Alexandr F. Emeljanov, Vladimir M. Gnezdilov1 

 
Prof. G.A. Anufriev in 2013 

 

November 19th 2013 was the 70th birthday of Professor Georgy Aleksandrovich Anufriev, 

Doctor of Biology, former head of the department of Zoology in Nizhny Novgorod state 

University, a renowned specialist in taxonomy of Auchenorrhyncha in the fauna of Russia 

and Palaearctic, an expert in fauna, distribution and ecology of Auchenorrhyncha and in-

sects in general. 

G.A. Anufriev was born in the city of Gor’ky (Nizhny Novgorod); in 1965 he graduated 

from the University where he studied Auchenorrhyncha under the guidance of N.D. Perlo-

va. He entered a PhD programme to study the fauna of Auchenorrhyncha of the Primorye 

Territory under the supervision of A.I. Kurentsov (1896–1975), a great authority on the na-

ture of the region. During the period of numerous expeditions to the Primorye Territory 

G.A. Anufriev proved himself to be a skilled and energetic collector, who actively familiar-

ized himself with the rich and unique nature. At that time (in the late 60s) G.A. Anufriev 

began visiting the Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences (ZIN) regularly  
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 Fig. 1: G.A. Anufriev in 1964 

 

to work with its collection and in the ZIN library. In 1961 Yu. Vilbaste (1924–1985), an al-

ready reputed Estonian cicadist, visited Primorye and made the first attempt to compile 

faunistic materials on Auchenorrhyncha in the region (Vilbaste 1968). The results of G.A. 

Anufriev’s many years of field work considerably surpassed Yu. Vilbaste’s achievements. 

Having prepared his PhD thesis on the fauna of Auchenorrhyncha in the Primorye Terri-

tory in 1974, G.A. Anufriev came to the Zoological Institute to defend it in our Academic 

Council. During the preliminary presentation, the assessment of the thesis exceeded all 

expectations. I.M. Kerzhner (1936–2008) expressed his opinion, supported by the seminar in 

the Laboratory of insect systematics, that the dissertation should be defended as habilitation. 

However, to do it one must hold а PhD, so it was suggested that G.A. Anufriev should first 

write a new PhD thesis on a narrower subject (“The Kurile Islands Auchenorrhyncha fau-

na”), and then defend his current dissertation as habilitation. There was no shortage of fresh 

materials on the Kurile Islands Auchenorrhyncha either in ZIN or in Vladivostok: in 1961–

1964 expeditions led by coleopterologist G.O. Krivolutskaya were undertaken to all major 

Kurile Islands, where all groups of insects were studied. Nevertheless, this tactical maneu-

ver prolonged the process of earning the first, and then the second degree, because G.A. 
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Anufriev continued to perfect his work. Finally, the PhD thesis was defended in 1975 and 

the habilitation dissertation in 1985. The result of his work on the fauna of the Far East were 

the Keys to leafhoppers of Primorye Territory (Anufriev 1978) and a number of articles on 

other groups (families). Within a short period, the unique and unknown fauna opened up to 

science in full. The monograph on leafhoppers of Primorye was followed by the Auchenor-

rhyncha section in the Keys to insects of the Far East of the USSR (Anufriev & Emeljanov 

1988), which became a happy development of G.A. Anufriev’s habilitation dissertation. His 

further plans included work on the keys to Auchenorrhyncha of Kazakhstan and Central 

Asia in collaboration with A.F. Emeljanov. For this purpose, G.A. Anufriev undertook sev-

eral trips to Tadjikistan which coincided with the hard times of the early perestroika in the 

USSR and soon became completely impossible. Later, in the 1990s G.A. Anufriev, together 

with Dr. Chris Dietrich (Illinois, U.S.A.), a supreme specialist on Cicadellidae, visited Kyr-

gyzstan on US-Russian-Kyrgyz expeditions. G.A. Anufriev’s later faunistic works are lim-

ited to the Volga Region and adjacent territories. Among his numerous recent works of 

special importance is the exemplary monograph on Auchenorrhyncha fauna of Chuvashia 

prepared in co-authorship with V.I. Kirillova (Anufriev & Kirillova 1998). In recent decades 

another aspect of G.A. Anufriev’s activity has been the use of computer databases for eco-

logical and faunistic studies. 

From the very beginning of his academic career G.A. Anufriev has been constantly pub-

lishing works in English in international journals, thus gaining a reputation as a renowned 

authority on taxonomy and faunistics of Auchenorrhyncha among numerous foreign col-

leagues. Since 1966 he has published more than 200 articles. In his long career as taxonomist 

G.A. Anufriev described over 150 species, 30 genera and subgenera of Auchenorrhyncha. 

G.A. Anufriev has prepared a number of specialists on different groups of Auchenor-

rhyncha. А new good specialist in taxonomy of insects is always a matter of chance and 

good luck. Chances did appear, but they were not always lucky. Under G.A. Anufriev’s 

supervision A.B. Savinov wrote his PhD thesis on morphology of Auchenorrhyncha, but 

later switched to a new sphere of interests. Perestroika in the USSR took away two promis-

ing specialists on Auchenorrhyncha, G.A. Anufriev’s “proximate successors” – V.V. Isaev, 

who specialized in the leafhoppers of Idiocerinae subfamily, and A.M. Averkin, an expert 

on the Delphacidae family. In 2000 U.V. Kolova defended her PhD thesis on the Auchenor-

rhyncha fauna of Middle Caucasus, thus continuing the “cicada tradition” of Nizhny Nov-

gorod University. 

G.A. Anufriev is actively working in Nizhny Novgorod state university, mainly with 

PhD students specializing in various branches of zoology. He was also a part-time Chief 

Researcher in Kerzhensky Reserve. In 2013 G.A. Anufriev retired on a pension, but in Sep-

tember 2016 he was invited again to be a professor of Nizhny Novgorod University. He still 

continues to make field trips and processes newly collected materials. 

We wish Georgy Aleksandrovich good health and new successes in his scientific and 

pedagogical activities. 

We are sincerely grateful to L.P. Danilovich (St. Petersburg), who reminded us of the ap-

proaching anniversary, and also to M.A. Berlina (St. Petersburg) for her invaluable help in 

preparing this publication. The list of G.A. Anufriev’s publications and the pictures were 

kindly provided by himself. 
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Publications of G.A. Anufriev 
The titles of publications in Russian are given in English as they are in the originals. Posi-

tions 216–227 are added to the original list of 2013’ paper. 

 
1. Ануфриев Г.А. (1966): Новые виды цикадовых рода Malenia Haupt, 1929 (Homoptera, Derbidae) из 

СССР. Тезисы докл. конфер. молодых научн. работников Горьковск. ун-та, секция биол. наук. 

Горький : 45-47. [Anufriev G.A. (1966): New species of Auchenorrhyncha of the genus Malenia 

Haupt, 1929 (Homoptera, Derbidae) of the USSR. Abstracts of young scientists’ conference, Gor’ky 

Univ., biol. section. Gor’ky: 45-47.] 

2. Anufriev G.A. (1967): Notes on the genus Oncopsis Burmeister, 1838 (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) with 

descriptions of new species from the Soviet Far East. Ent. Tidskr. 88 (3–4): 174-184. 

3. Ануфриев Г.А. (1968): Цикадовые семейства Derbidae (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) в фауне 

СССР. Энтомол. обозр. 47(1): 133-146. [Anufriev G.A. (1968): Planthoppers of the family Derbidae 

(Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) in the fauna of the U.S.S.R. Entomol. obozr. 47(1): 133-146.] 

4. Ануфриев Г.А. (1968): Новые и малоизвестные виды цикадовых рода Macrosteles (Homoptera, 

Auchenorrhyncha) с Дальнего Востока. Зоол. журн. 47(4): 555-562. [Anufriev G.A. (1968): New and 

little known species of leafhoppers of the genus Macrosteles (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) from 

the Soviet Far East. Zool. J. 47 (4): 555-562.] 

5. Ануфриев Г.А. (1968): Новые виды цикадок рода Эдвардсиана – Edwardsiana Zachv. (Homoptera, Au-

chenorrhyncha) из Приморского края. Вестн. зоол. 6: 38-42. [Anufriev G.A. (1968): New species of ge-

nus Edwardsiana (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) from the Primorye Territory. Vestn. Zool. 6: 38-42.] 

6. Ануфриев Г.А. (1968): О зоогеографическом положении низовий Волги на основе анализа 

фауны цикад. Учен. зап. Горьк. ун-та, сер. биол. 84: 231-236. [Anufriev G.A. (1968): On zoogeo-

graphic position of the Volga delta on the basis of Auchenorrhyncha fauna analysis. Sci. Rep. 

Gor’ky Univ., biol. ser. 84: 231-236.] 

7. Ануфриев Г.А. (1968): Цикадовые (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) Курильских островов. Учен. 

зап. Горьк. ун-та, сер. биол. 90: 68-71. [Anufriev G.A. (1968): Cicadinas (Homoptera, Auchenor-

rhyncha) of the Kurile Islands. Sci. Rep. Gor’ky Univ., ser. biol. 90: 68-71.] 

8. Ануфриев Г.А. (1968): К познанию фауны цикадовых дельты Волги и прилегающих районов. 

Матер. научн. сессии, посвященной 50-летию Астраханского гос. заповедн. Астрахань: 111-112. 

[Anufriev G.A. (1968): On the study of cicadina fauna of the Volga delta and adjoining territories. 

Proc. Sci. session dedicated to the 50th anniversary of Astrakhan State Reserve. Astrakhan: 111-112.] 

9. Ануфриев Г.А., Емельянов А.Ф. (1968): Материалы по синонимии цикадовых (Homoptera, 

Auchenorrhyncha) фауны Дальнего Востока. Зоол. журн. 47(9): 1328-1332. [Anufriev G.A., Emeljanov 

A.F. (1968): New synonymy of Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha from the Soviet Far East. Zool. J. 

47(9): 1328-1332.] 

10. Ануфриев Г.А., Купянская А.Н. (1968): Цикадовые (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha), 

повреждающие зеленые насаждения в Приморском крае. Ботанические и зоологические 

исследования на Дальнем Востоке. Владивосток: 225-228. [Anufriev G.A., Kupyanskaya A.N. 

(1968): Leafhoppers (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) injurious to green plantations in Maritime Ter-

ritory. Botanical and zoological investigations in the Far East. Vladivostok: 225-228.] 

11. Anufriev G.A. (1968): Study of the genus Rhytidodus Fieb. (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) with descrip-

tions of two new species from the Soviet Union. Ent. Tidskr. 89(3-4): 177-187. 

12. Anufriev G.A. (1969): Studies on some Palearctic Achilidae (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha). Bull. 

Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 17(3): 173-178. 

13. Anufriev G.A. (1969): Notes on the synonymy of some homopterous insects from Eastern Asia (Ho-

moptera, Auchenorrhyncha). Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 17(3): 179-180. 
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14. Anufriev G.A. (1969): Descriptrion of a new genus of leafhoppers (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) 

from Japan. Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 17(6): 403-405. 

15. Anufriev G.A. (1969): A contribution to the knowledge of the genus Mesoptyelus Matsumura, 1904 

(Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha, Aphrophoridae). Ann. Zool. Bot., Bratislava. 58: 1-8. 

16. Anufriev G.A. (1969): New and little-known leafhoppers of the subfamily Typhlocybinae from the 

Soviet Maritime Territory (Homopt., Auchenorrhyncha). Acta Faun. Ent. Mus. Nat. Pragae. 13(153): 

163-190. 

17. Lauterer P., Anufriev G.A. (1969): Contribution to the knowledge of the genus Oncopsis Burm. (Ho-

moptera, Cicadellidae) from China and Far East. Acta Mus. Moraviae. 54: 161-168. 

18. Ануфриев Г.А. (1970): Новые виды цикадок трибы Opsiini (Homoptera, Cicadellidae) из 

Восточной Азии. Зоол. журн. 49(1): 151-153. [Anufriev G.A. (1970): New leafhoppers of the tribe 

Opsiini (Homoptera, Cicadellidae) from the Far East. Zool. J. 49(1): 151-153.] 

19. Ануфриев Г.А. (1970): Материалы по фауне цикадовых (Homoptera: Auchenorrhyncha) 

Курильских островов. Энтомол. исслед. на Дальнем Востоке. Владивосток. 1: 117-148. [Anufriev 

G.A. (1970): Materials on cicadina fauna (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) of the Kurile Islands. En-

tomological investigations in the Far East. Vladivostok. 1: 117-148.] 

20. Ануфриев Г.А. (1970): Новые и малоизвестные цикадовые (Homoptera: Auchenorrhyncha) с юга 

Приморья. Энтомологические исследования на Дальнем Востоке. 1: 149-156. [Anufriev G.A. 

(1970): New and little known leafhoppers (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) from the south of the 

Primorye Region. Entomological investigations in the Far East. 1: 149-156.] 

21. Ануфриев Г.А., Перлова Н.Д., Писарев Ю.А. (1970): Материалы по фауне цикадовых (Homop-

tera, Auchenorrhyncha) дельты Волги и прилегающих районов. Труды Астраханск. гос. запов. 

13: 310-324. [Anufriev G.A., Perlova N.D., Pisarev Ju.A. (1970): Materials on Cicadina fauna (Ho-

moptera, Auchenorrhyncha) of the Volga delta and adjacent territories. Trans. Astrakhan St. Re-

serve. 13: 310-324.] 

22. Anufriev G.A. (1970): Ziczacella, new subgenus of Erythroneura Fitch (Homoptera, Cicadellidae, 

Typhlocybinae). Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 17(11-12): 697-700. 

23. Anufriev G.A. (1970): New East-Asiatic delphacids from the genera Megadelphax Wagner and Ribau-

todelphax Wagner (Homoptera, Delphacidae). Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 18(3): 141-146. 

24. Anufriev G.A. (1970): Two new palaearctic species of Delphax Fabricius, 1798 (Homoptera, Delphac-

idae). Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 18(4): 201-205. 

25. Anufriev G.A. (1970): New genera of palaearctic Dicraneurini (Homoptera, Cicadellidae, Typhlocy-

binae). Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 18(5): 261-263. 

26. Anufriev G.A. (1970): Four new species of Pagaronia Ball (Homoptera, Cicadellidae) from the Far 

East, allied to Tettigonia guttigera Uhl.. Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 43(9): 553-557. 

27. Anufriev G.A. (1970): Notes on Empoasca kontkaneni Oss. (Auchenorrhyncha, Cicadellidae) with 

description of new species from the Far East. Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 18(10): 633-635. 

28. Anufriev G.A. (1970): Description of a new genus Amritodus for Idiocerus atkinsoni Leth. from India 

(Hemiptera: Cicadellidae). J. Nat. Hist. 4: 375-376. 

29. Ануфриев Г.А. (1971): Новые и малоизвестные цикадки (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) с 

Советского Дальнего Востока и из прилегающих стран. Энтомол. обозр. 50(1): 95-116. [Anu-

friev G.A. (1971): New and little-known leaf hoppers (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) from the Far 

East of the U.S.S.R. and neighbouring countries. Entomol. obozr. 50(1): 95-116.] 

30. Ануфриев Г.А. (1971): Новые виды Cicadellidae (Homoptera) из Приморского края. Зоол. журн. 

50(5): 677-685. [Anufriev G.A. (1971): New species of Cicadellidae (Homoptera) from the Primorsky 

district. Zool. J. 50(5): 677-685.] 

31. Ануфриев Г.А. (1971): Зоогеографические особенности и связи фауны цикадовых Приморья. 

Труды XVIII Междунар. энтомол. конгр. Москва. 1: 105. [Anuferiev G. A. (1971): Zoogeographic 
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peculiarities and connections in the Cicadina fauna of the Primorye territory. Proc. XIII Int. Con-

gress of Entomology. Moscow. 1: 105.] 

32. Ануфриев Г.А. (1971): Страганиассус (Straganiassus) – новый род цикадок подсемейства Jassinae 

с Дальнего Востока. Вeстн. зоол. 6: 87-88. [Anufriev G.A. (1971): Straganiassus – a new genus of 

leafhoppers of Jassinae subfamily from the Far East. Vestn. Zool. 6: 87-88.] 

33. Anufriev G.A. (1971): New and little known Far Eastern species of leafhoppers (Homoptera, 

Cicadellidae) of the genus Pagaronia Ball, 1902. Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 19(5): 335-339. 

34. Anufriev G.A. (1971): Study of the genus Matsumurella Ishihara, 1953 (Homoptera, Auchenoirhyn-

cha, Cicadellidae) with description of three new species from China and Japan. Bull. Acad. Polon. 

Sci., ser. sci. biol. 19(7-8): 511-516. 

35. Anufriev G.A. (1971): Six new Far Eastern species of leafhoppers (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha). 

Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 19(7-8): 517-522. 

36. Anufriev G.A. (1971): Study of leafhoppers from the tribe Signoretiini (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyn-

cha) with descriptions of two new species of Signoretia Stål from Western Africa. Bull. Acad. Polon. 

Sci., ser. sci. biol. 19(11): 721-726. 

37. Ануфриев Г.А. (1972): Новые и малоизвестные цикадовые семейства Delphacidae (Homoptera) 

из Приморского края. Зоол. журн. 51(4): 612-615. [Anufriev G.A. (1972): New and little known 

leafhoppers from the family Delphacidae (Homoptera) from the Maritime district. Zool. J. 51(4): 

612-615.] 

38. Anufriev G.A. (1972): New and little known Palaearctic genera and species Typhlocybinae (Homop-

tera, Cicadellidae). Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 20(1): 35-42. 

39. Anufriev G.A. (1972): Two new Far Eastern species of Aconurella Rib. previously confused with 

Aconurella japonica (Mats.) (Auchenorrhyncha). Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 20(3): 203-208. 

40. Anufriev G.A. (1972): Notes on the genus Alnetoidia Dlabola, 1958 (Homoptera, Cicadellidae, Typh-

locybinae) with descriptions of two new species from the Far East. Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. 

biol. 20(10): 721-726. 

41. Anufriev G.A. (1972): Revision of froghoppers from the genus Sinophora Melichar, 1902 (Homoptera, 

Aphrophoridae). J. Nat. Hist. 6: 385-394. 

42. Anufriev G.A. (1973): Notes on the genus Typhlocyba Germ. (Homoptera, Cicadellidae, Typhlocybi-

nae). Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 21(7-8): 505-509. 

43. Anufriev G.A. (1973): The genus Empoasca Walsh, 1864 (Homoptera, Cicadellidae, Typhlocybinae) in 

the Soviet Maritime Territory. Ann. Zool. 30(18): 537-558. 

44. Ануфриев Г.А., Абраменко С.Г. (1974): Цикадовые (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) Мордовского 

заповедника. Труды Мордовск. гос. заповедн. 6: 104-120. [Anufriev G.A., Abramenko S.G. (1974): 

Cicadina (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) of Mordovian Reserve. Trans. Mordovian St. Reserve. 6: 

104-120.] 

45. Ануфриев Г.А. (1975): Использование секторального принципа в зоогеографическом 

районировании и особенности фауны цикадовых Тихоокеанского сектора Палеархеарктаки. 

Актуальные вопросы зоогеографии. Кишинев: 11. [Anufriev G.A. (1975): Sectoral principle in 

zoogeographic division and faunal peculiarities of cicadina in the Pacific sector of Palaearchearctic. 

Actual problems in zoogeography. Kischinew: 11.] 

46. Ануфриев Г.А. (1975): Ландшафтно-фаунистический комплекс цикадок (Homoptera, Cicadelli-

dae) Приханкайской лесостепи. Актуальные вопросы зоогеографии. Кишинев: 11-12. [Anu-

friev G.A. (1975): Landscape-faunistic complex of leafhoppers (Homoptera, Cicadellidae) of the 

Khanka plane forest-steppe. Actual problems in zoogeography. Kischinew: 11-12.] 

47. Ануфриев Г.А. (1975): Фауна цикадовых (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) Курильских островов и ее 

эколого-географические особеннотсти. Автореф. дис. … канд. биол. наук. Горький: 1-18. [Anu-
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friev G.A. (1975): Cicadina fauna (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) of the Kurile islands and ecologic-

geographic peculiarities of it. Abstracts of PhD dissertation, biological sciences. Gor’ky: 1-18.] 

48. Anufriev G.A. (1975): Notes on the genera Edwardsiana Zachv. and Pithyotettix Rib. (Homoptera, Ci-

cadellidae) with descriptions of two new species. Bull. Acad. Polon. Sci., ser. sci. biol. 23(8): 531-536. 

49. Ануфриев Г.А. (1976): Обзор цикадок рода Epiacanthus Matsumura, 1902 (Homoptera, Auchenor-

rhyncha, Cicadellidae). Энтомол. обозр. 55(1): 69-75. [Anufriev G.A. (1976): Review of leafhoppers 

of the genus Epiacanthus Matsumura, 1902 (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha, Cicadellidae). Entomol. 

obozr. 55(1): 69-75.] 

50. Anufriev G.A. (1976): Notes on the genus Psammotettix Hpt., with descriptions of two new species 

from Siberia and the Far East (Homoptera, Cicadellidae). Reichenbachia. 16(9): 129-134. 

51. Ануфриев Г.А. (1977): Цикадовые семейства Delphacidae (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) фауны 

Курильских островов. Зоол. журн. 56(6): 855-869. [Anufriev G.A. (1977): Delphacids (Homoptera, 

Auchenorrhyncha) of the Kurile Islands fauna. Zool. J. 56(6): 855-869.] 

52. Ануфриев Г.А. (1977): Цикадки (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha, Cicadellidae) Курильских 

островов. Фауна насекомых Дальнего Востока. Труды ЗИН АН СССР. 70: 10-36. [Anufriev G.A. 

(1977): Leafhoppers (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha, Cicadellidae) of the Kurile Islands. Insect-

fauna of the Far East. Trans. Zool. Inst. USSR Acad. Sci. 70: 10-36.] 

53. Anufriev G.A. (1977): Two new species of Auchenorrhynchous insects from the Temperate Asia 

(Homoptera). Reichenbachia. 16(21): 211-215. 

54. Ануфриев Г.А. (1978): О синонимии и распространении пенницы Aphrophora similis Leth. (Ho-

moptera, Auchenorrhyncha, Aphrophoridae). Научн. докл. высш. школы, биол. науки. 2: 55-58. 

[Anufriev G.A. (1978): On the synonymy and distribution of Aphrophora similis Leth. spittlebug 

(Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha, Aphrophoridae). Sci. Rep. Higher School, biol. sci. 2: 55-58.] 

55. Ануфриев Г.А. (1978): Цикадки Приморского края (Homoptera, Auchenorchyncha, Cicadellidae). 

Труды Всесоюзн. энтомол. общ. 60: 1-216. [Anufriev G.A. (1978): Leafhoppers of the Maritime 
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