rotten wood, old furrows of xylophagous
insects); the female supplies her nest
with appropriated food (insects or spi-
ders) for feeding her larvae; the
specificity of preys varies according to
the species of Sphecid (one list of re-
corded preys for each species is given in
an Appendix at the end of the book). Lit-
tle wasps recorded as endoparasites of
Sphecidae larvae (Chrysids, Ichneumo-
nids, Chalcidids) are indicated as well.
Geographical distribution of each spe-
cies is shown. Concerning French fauna,
precise localities are given when the con-
sidered species is only known from a lit-
tle number of localities. The book gives
finally a bibliography with about 600
entires, as well as an alphabetic list of
taxa.

An abundant illustration is provided
for showing the main or critical morpho-
logical characters useful for identifica-
tions. Geographical maps of France also
allow to see the distributions in depart-
ments.

The updating of this fauna, enlarged
to western Europe, was possible owing
to the cooperation of a coordinated team
of european specialists, allowing to
gather a considerable content of infor-
mation about these wasps, taking into
account the more recent works.

Thanks to the three volumes about
the Sphecidae, experienced lovers of
wild wasps as well as professionnals of
this subject in laboratories do have at
their disposal an essential tool for any
systematic or faunistic study concerning
these insects. The naturalists essentially
interested by behaviour of animals will
also found there one informative basis
useful for improving their research.

Jacques Bitsch
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