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il was not ripe, aiul I did not afterwards examine it

—
l)ut I Inncy the genus ought with Endlicher to be merged

in Phillyrea not Olea, as by niost bolanists. A. De Can-

dolle retaiiis Osmanllius as a distinct genus. You are

aware that neither Loiireiro nor Kämpfer had ever seen

ihis fruit, and tiiat the latter even states it to be unknown

in Japan. — Fruin a few casual observatioiis on soine

of ihe trees liere, iiotably such as Bonibax nialabaricuni,

which is very reniarkably in this respect — I am inclined

to place considerable reliance on Dr. M'Cosh's theory

of the similarity in arrangement between branches and

leaves — you knovv to what I refer. It was noticed

in e.xtenso in the Phytologist, and discussed before the

British Association. Benthani's remarks aboiit Zornia

(lipliyllä in Hooker's Journal (I niean the absence of

pelhicid dots) are inaccurate — as I have satisfied myself

by living specimens. I also notice with snrprise that

l'aliurus Aubletia is described as unarnied, ils nnmerous

spines sometimes exceeding an inch in length. Desmo-

(lium gangeticum and D. trifloruni are to be added to

üur flora, as well as an Alysicarpus and I dare say a

güod niany other plants. Yours etc. etc.

H. J. Ha nee.

Dr. Hooker über die Publlkations-l'rage.

To the Editor of the Bonplandia.

Kew Qear London, April 17. 1854.

The questiou whether priority of publication is

secured to a coiiinuinicalion by reading it at a public

uieeting of a scienlilic Society has often been agilated

in England and has been so generally answered in the

negative that 1 think it is now agreed to by common

consent. As a rule it should hold that no scientific

comniunication is considered as published until printed

in a scientific Journal of acknowledged reputalion and

considerable circulation in France, Germany and England,

or in a separate scientific work which is also published

and properly advertised ; the inere reading before a Society

does not constitute publication, which implies the

matter being at the disposal of the public, which it is

not. One of the great objects of a scientific Society is

to provide such a Journal and at a moderate cost to

insure circulation at as rapid a rate as is consistanl

with accuracy and the convenience of scientific men
who expect to receive the parts done up in a delinite

shape and not in loo small quantities at once. The

State of a Society's publications affords in geueral the

best criticism of its condition, if flourishing it publishes

rapidly and regularly, if declining or slalionary, the

contrary ; but as many Communications, and indeed mostly

those of the grealest value, cannot be passed llirough the

press, still less accompanied with illustrations, without

considerable delay, Ihe more flourishing Societies of

London now have a double publicalion, namely Proceed-

ings and Transactions; of these the proceedings contain

an abstract of all papers read at the ineetings and of

all other business there conducted, and in it are printed

at length short papers not intended for the transactions,

and sometimes niiscellaneous matter is added when

considered by the Council or Secretary as useful for

the members to have. These proceedings, if published

at stated intervals, obviate the necessity of a periodical

issue of the Transactions, which may have be got up

to greater advantage in many ways. The Royal Society

of London affords the best example of a flourishing

Society as now conducted; it publishes monthly an 8vo.

part of proceedings which is slainped by Government

and transmitted to all members free of cost and to any

subscriber at the rate of a few Shillings per annum to

Cover the exira cost. It also publishes large qiiarlo

transactions copiously illnstrated with lilhographies.

The Geological Society of London publishes its pro-

ceedings quarterly in the form of thick 8vo. parts,

illustrated copiously with maps, lithographed plates and

woodcuts; it is issued to all fellows and paid for by

them. This Society also publishes quarlo transactions,

bnt the nature of its Communications so seldoni requires

thesc, that no parts of the transactions have been issued

for some years. The (|Harlerly Journal is highly approved

of by all the fellows and the Geological world at large;

and it would be difficult to make any improvement upon

this in the present salisfactory State of ihe Society; it

presents one great advantage in obliging the contributers

of matter to kecp lo their siibject and not digress or

dilate unnecessarily, the Snbscribers naturally objecting

to pay for verbiage, the Council of publicalion have to

insist upon the papers communicated being as brief as

is consistant with fuUness and clearness. The Linneau

Society also publishes both proceedings and transactions,

but neither appear periodically and the proceedings, not

being put up in a cover or other definite form, are

often lost or mislaid, besides, being issued at irregularly

intervals, they are too often whoUy neglected by tlie

fellows. So many of the Communications made to the

Linnean Society are botanical and require quarlo plates

that it is advisable for this Society to continue its trans-

actions, but it would be greatly to its advantage and

that of the scientific public in general if the proceedings

appeared periodically and conlained all Communications

except those which require quarlo illiislralions. AVith

regard to the comparative advantage of scienlilic Journals

independent of Societies and those conducled liy Societies

there cau be no doubt but that public opiiiiou is gieath

in favour of the latler when properly conducted. The

advantages are the following: 1) their object is defiuitely

the cultivation of one brauch of kuowledge, '2) the

resources are greater both for diffusing the information

(before the meetings, in the proceedings aud in the

transactions) and for pnblishing it at a cheap rate and

with no loss of time, 3) the Society ithrough its Council

of papers) is responsible for the value of its publications.

for Ihe originality of the Communications lo a great

extent, for their containing no more than is necessary,

for the absence of any personal refleclions and tbe

inlroduction of any maller that may lead to unseemly

discussion, 4) there can be uo donbt but Ihat the wish

of every man who has the interest of science at heart

is so to bring his Communications before the world as

that they should be open to discussion during the time

Ihal niust elapse between their being read and published

and it is also most advantageous to bim that his comuumi-

calion should be exposed to that severe scruliny which

it undergoes in Ihe hands of Ihe Council of papers (of

a well organized Society) and uhich in so many cases >

^
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c rc'sulls in the indroduclioii of great iiii|)ro\ciiients aml

relrencliinerits of iniich tliul was litlle tu ihe purpose.

An inilependent Journal un tlie otlier band secures

immediale pulilicalion, admits of controversial maller,

and oü'ers a field lor the expression of opinions e.virenily

advanta>;eous ; it also ronlains a vasideal of cnllateral

maller, lliat is not siiited eitlier für llic pro<eediiij,'s ur

Iransaclions of a Society and wliicli indecd coiild n(jl

well l)e lirought under a Sociely's notice. In my opinion

it would greally promote scienlilic pro>;ress if all papers

lontaininff original maller were communicated lo Socie-

ties and that these published periodical proceedings and

issiieil Iransaclions when necessary. It woiild fnrlhcr

he most desirable tliat Ihe Society should atstaled intervals

puhlish in ils proceedings a list of such papers hearing

on the subjecls of the Sociely's labours as liad appcared

in Ihe inlerval in olher periodicals, and of independcnlly

puhlished books ; besides Ihe nuniber of independent

Societies and of ephemeral Journals on scienlilic suhjects

now published renders it most desirable thal some general

principles should be kept in view. All papers conlaininj;

original matter should be communicated lo well eslablished

Societies as well as lo independent periodicals and il

is above all Ihings imporlant Ihal ihese Communications

he made as short as possible. The practice so prevalenl

in Germany, especially that of introducing irrevalent

maller and dilaling upon trifles, has now beconie a

crying evil, which , if not checked by llie good sense

(if the scientific men of Ihat counlry, will lead lo the

neglecl of their labours by Ihe scienlilic men of England

and France; lor il has now become impossible lo devole

the necessary lime lo the seleclion of grains of wheat

from busheis of chalT. In England Ibis is greatly obviaied

by the working of the learned Societies and al ihis

nioment ils scientific men are making comprehensive

arrangements for Ihe better ceniralisalion of their labours,

the ccirlailmenl uf their comnuinicalions and Ihe speedy

publicalion in Ihe most convenienl form.

Joseph I). Hooker.

Zeitung.

Frankreich.

§ Paris, 18. April. Die Regierung hat be-

schlossen, (lass die Berichte über gelehrte und

literarische Gesellschaften, sowie wissenschal'l-

liche Reiseberichte und ähnliche Artikel fortan

in einer Zeitschrift erscheinen sollen, die den

Titel; „Bulletin des Societessavants" führen wird.

— Die hier stattgefundene Versammlung der

gelehrten Gesellschaften Frankreichs ist nun be-

endigt. Sie hat sich fast lediglich mit der Be-

sprechung von praktischen Gegenständen — dem

Acclimatisiren nützlicher Pflanzen und Thiere —
beschäftigt und scheint aus diesem Grunde einen

outen Eindruck beim allgenieiiicii l'iilililuim zti-

riickgelassen zu haben.

(i'ross/jrilannien.

London, 20. April. „Gardeners' Chronicle'^ sagt

in einem seiner Leitartikel vom l.j.A[)ril: „Wir
hören, dass unter dem A'amen „I'escalorea" ein

Werk über Orchideen in Brüssel und zwar in

riionallichen Heften, wovon jedes 4 farbige Tafeln

und eben so viel Druckseiten enthalten soll, er-

scheinen wird. Der Herr, dessen Namen es führt

und durch dessen grossartige Unterstülzung die

Kosten des Unternehmens theihveise beslrillen

werden sollen, besitzt in St. Cloud bei Paris die

schönste Orchideensammlung auf dem Festlande,

und ist im hohen Grade desComplinientes würdig,

das ihm durch den Titel des Werkes gemacht wird.

Als Redacteure werden die Herren Linden,

Lüddemann, Planchon unil Reichenbach der

Jüngere, mit dem in gründlicher Kenntniss der

Orchideen kein continentalcr Botaniker auch nur

annähernd zu vergleichen ist, genannt Wir er-

warten einWerk von bleibendemWerlhe. Das erste

Heft wird am 1.Juniin Brüssel ausgegeben werden."

— Prof. L. C. Treviranus hat in einem

höchst lehrreichen Aufsatze in „Gardeners' Chro-

nicle" die Frage über die Verwandlung von Aegi-

lops in Trilicum erörtert. Er hatte selbst Gele-

genheit, die Exemplare, welche die Verwand-

lungsslufen darthun, in Montpellier zu sehen,

und scheint zu Gunsten der Verwandlung ge-

stimmt zu sein, will sich jedoch nicht bestimmt

darüber aussprechen, so lange die Fahre sehen

Cullurversuche vereinzelt dastehen. — Wir kön-

nen hinzufügen, dass Capitain Munro, einer der

besten Graskenner unserer Zeit, sich entschieden

auf die Seite Fabre's stellt. So gewichtig aber

auch alle solche Meinungen sein mögen, so finden

sich doch noch, besonders in Deutschland, viele

Zweifler; nur Ein Mann kann die Sache zur

allgemeinen Befriedigung in das rechte Licht

stellen, und dieser Mann ist Nees von Esen-
beck, der auch schon längst sich derselben an-

genommen haben würde, wenn ihn nicht ein

langwieriges Augenübel davon abhielte.

i

Briefkasten.
Grijnha in G— Z. C. n. soU nächstens benutzt wtrden.

G. VUU Jiieger, StUtlgarl. ihre Abhandlung über Bison etc.

ist in Kew einzelrotTen.

KL, Berlin, b. s. bat den Bericht über Bfgomacetn - Gattungen
am 15. April erhalten.

Verantwortlicher Redacteur: Wilhelm E. G. Seemann.
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