























areas at the Baltic outside the Wadden Sea. Up
3.500 Avocets now moult there anpially. The
phenology of mo-  migration is desct  :d by re-
sults of the wader survey in 1991 along the Ger-
man Baltic coast. The wind flats in the ock area
and around Hiddensee Island are the most im-
portant moulting areas. Moulting flocks have
been observed there since 1972. While only 400-
600 birds were resting there in the 1970s, the pre-
sent figure includes up to 2.600 birds. They arrive
in the area at the end of the breeding season in
late July and stay there until the end of primary
moult in early S ember. A few birds may stay
there until late September/early October. At this
time of the year they feed mainly on the p  cha-
ete Nereis diversicolor. The Bock area is of great
importance for the moult migration o1 e Baltic
Avocet breeding population.
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