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The identity of the nominal taxon Sphinx minos
[Denis & Schiffermüller], 1775

W. G. Tremewan

Abstract
S c h i f f e r m ü l l e r ' s original pencil Sketches

and water-colour paintings of lepidopterous larvae are
preserved in the British Museum (Natural History) and
include a pencil drawing and colour painting of the la r -
va of the nominal taxon Sphinx minos [DENIS & SCHIFFER-
MÜLLER] , 1775. From these i l lus t ra t ions the identity of
Sphinx minos has been established and i t i s without
doubt conspecific with the species which has been known
under the names Zygaena pimpinellae GUHN, [1931] , Zygae-
na sareptensis REBEL, 1901, and Zygaena diaphana STAU-
DINGER, 1887.
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Zusammenfassung
Die Originale der Stiftzeichnungen und Aquarelle von

S c h i f f e r m ü l l e r befinden sich im British
Museum (Nat.Hist.) in London. Unter diesen befindet sich
eine Zeichnung und ein Aquarell der Raupe des nominellen
Taxon Sphinx minos [DENIS & SCHIFFERMÜLLER], 1775. Es
geht aus diesen Illustrationen einwandfrei hervor, daß
Sphinx minos mit den Taxa Zygaena pimpinellae GUHN,
[1931] , Zygaena sareptensis REBEL, 1901, und Zygaena
diaphana STAUDINGER, 1887, konspez i f i sch i s t und daher
a l s p r i o r i t ä t s b e r e c h t i g t anzusehen i s t .

The S c h i f f e . r m ü l l e r c o l l e c t i o n of Lepi-
doptera,which conta ined the t y p e - m a t e r i a l of the spec i e s
descr ibed by D e n i s & S c h i f f e r m ü l l e r
(1775),was des t royed by f i r e i n 1848 ( H ö r n & K a h -
1 e , 1936:243). Consequently t h e r e has been much specu-
l a t i o n on the i d e n t i t y of many of the taxa descr ibed by
them, inc lud ing Sphinx minos [DENIS & SCHIFFERMÜLLER],
1775:45. Recent authors have based t h e i r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s
on the opinions of such e a r l y au thors as F u e s s l y ,
S c h r a n k , O c h s e n h e i m e r and, much l a t e r ,
We r n e b u r g . The opinions of these e a r l y authors
have been d i scussed by D u j a r d i n (1953) and, i n
d e t a i l , by B e r n a r d i & V i e t t e (1960). Suf-
f i ce i t t o say t h a t D u j a r d i n (1953:246) appl ied
the name minos t o the spec ie s Sphinx scabiosae SCHEVEN,
1777, sensu auctorum (=Zygaena osterodensis REISS,1921),
while B e r n a r d i & V i e t t e (1960:245) r e f e r -
red t o the i l l u s t r a t i o n of the l a rva of minos reproduced
by H ü b n e r (1790:20, p l . 1 ( 3 ) , f i g . O ) , and cons ide -
red t h a t i t r ep resen ted a spec ie s in the Zygaena purpu-
ralis (PONTOPPIDAN) complex. R e i s s & T r e m e w a n
(1967:50) p laced minos as a subspecies of purpuralis.

In the Entomology Library of the B r i t i s h Museum (Natu-
r a l H i s t o r y ) , London, t h e r e are S c h i f f e r m ü l -
l e r ' s o r i g i n a l p l a t e s of wa te r -co lour p a i n t i n g s dep ic -
t i n g lep idopte rous l a r v a e ; t h e s e formed p a r t of the Baron
von R o s e n c o l l e c t i o n and were purchased by the mu-
seum i n 1949. S c h i f f e r m ü l l e r ' s p a i n t i n g s
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were to have been used to i l l u s t r a t e a systematic work
by him on the Lepidoptera of the Vienna d i s t r i c t but
this was never published. In addition there are plates
consisting of pencil Sketches of larvae accompanied by
field notes, names of the host plants and often specific
identifications by S c h i f f e r m ü l l e r ; these
formed a basis for the colour plates which subsequently
were made available to H ü b n e r when he was prepa-
ring his Geschichte europäischer Schmetterlinge (1786-
90). A detailed account of these original i l lus t ra t ions
by S c h i f f e r m ü l l e r i s given by H i g -
g i n s (1959).

The zygaenid larvae are i l lus t ra ted on plates 18 and
19. Figure D on plate 19 (see Fig. 1) depicts the dorso-
la tera l view of a pale grey or whitish grey larva which
has a subdorsal row of small black spots, one spot per
segment. Adjacent to this figure i s a pencilled annota-
tion "Minos 105.a" in what appears t o b e H ü b n e r ' s
handwriting. A pencil sketch (Fig.2) of this larva is on
plate T which is dated 1770; this figure is accompanied
by pencilled field notes and the name "Sph. minos" in
S c h i f f e r m ü l l e r ' s handwriting. The word
"Minos" has been added subsequently in ink in a contem-
porary. handwriting which, although similar, i s not neces-
sarily that of S c h i f f e r m ü l l e r . Although
S c h i f f e r m ü l l e r ' s original determination in
pencil i s par t ia l ly obliterated by the name in ink i t i s
nevertheless decipherable. This larva was subsequently
described and i l lus t ra ted in colour by H ü b n e r
(1790:20, p l . 1(3), fig. 0) under the name minos, with
reference to the work of D e n i s & S c h i f f e r -
m ü l l e r (1775). There i s l i t t l e doubt that S c h i f-
f e r m ü l l e r ' s figure i l lus t ra tes the larva of the
species which has been known under the names pimpinellae
GUHN, sareptensis REBEL and diaphana STAUDINGER. The sy-
nonymy at the species level can be expressed as follows.

Zygaena minos ([DENIS & SCHIFFERMÜLLER], 1775)

Sphinx minos [DENIS & SCHIFFERMÜLLER], 1775:45.
Zygaena pilosellae ESPER var. diaphana STAUDINGER, 1887:

31.

241

© Entomofauna Ansfelden/Austria; download unter www.biologiezentrum.at



Zygaena pilosellae ESPER var. sareptensis KRULIKOWSKY,
1897:1.. [Unavailable name].

Zygaena purpuralis BRÜNNICH var.sareptensis REBEL, 1901:
380. ' "•-

Zygaena purpuralis BRÜNNICH forma pimpinellae GUHN,
[1931]:89.

Zygaena pimpinellae GUHN subsp. vindobonensis REISS,
1940:12, pl. 2, figs c2, c3.

The nominal taxa diaphana STAUDINGER,1887, sareptensis
REBEL, 1901, and pimpinellae GUHN, 1931, are here recog-
nized as subspecies of minos, while vindobonensis REISS,
1940, (type-locality "Wiener-Neustadt") i s a junior sub-
jective synonym (syn.n.) of the nominate subspecies minos
minos ([DENIS & SCHIFFERMÜLLER], 1775) (type-locality
"Wienergegend").

The name sareptensis KRULIKOWSKY, 1897, is unavailable
as i t was doubtfully associated with the description of
the taxon. After giving a füll description K r u 1 i -
k o w s k y stated "Ob diese Form v. sareptensis der
Lepidopteren-Liste Staudinger's i s t , weiss ich nicht".
From this Statement i t is apparent that K r u l i k c w -
s k y obtained the name sareptensis (as a nomen nudum)
from one of the S t a u d i n g e r price l i s t s ; i t was
f i r s t made available four years la ter by R e b e 1
(1901:380).

Figs 1, 2. Larva of Sphinx minos [DENIS & SCHIFFERMÜL-
LER], 1775.

1 original water-colour painting by Schiffermüller;
2 original pencil drawing and field notes by Schiffer-

müller.
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