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is little genetic differentiation within R.
perezi across the Iberian Peninsula.

To conclude, our results support the
views of ARANO et al. (1998) and PLÖTNER
(1998) in separating R. perezi from R.
saharica. Within R. saharica there are two
distinct clades as suggested by ARANO et al.
(1998), but the geographic limit of the two
taxa is not the Moulouya river as they pre-
dicted. Our results give no indication that R.
saharica is a species complex within
Morocco.
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New records and natural history
notes for Pristidactylus nigroiugulus
CEI, SCOLARO & VIDELA, 2001 from

Rio Negro and Chubut provinces,
Argentina

Lizards of the genus Pristidactylus are
endemic to Argentina and Chile with ten
species now recognized (CEI et al. 2001).
Several of these species are poorly known,
rare, and possibly endangered. Two such
species, P. casuhatiensis (GALLARDO, 1968)
and P. volcanensis LAMBOROT & DIAZ, 1987,
are restricted to small geographic areas of
Argentina and Chile respectively, while oth-
ers, such as P. fasciatus (D'ORBIGNY &
BIBRON, 1837) and P. torquatus (PHILIPPI,
1861) have a large geographic range
(LAMBOROT & DIAZ 1987; Cm 1986, 1993;
AVILA et al. 2000). In recent years, geo-
graphically significant records were made
for several species of Pristidactylus (AVILA
1994; ETHERIDGE & ESPINOZA 1997; CRUZ et
al., 1999; AVILA et al. 2001) showing that the
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range of the species is still poorly known, in
part due to secretive behavior, cryptic col-
oration, and low population density.

Pristidactylus nigroiugulus CEI, SCO-
LARO & VIDELA, 2001 was recently de-
scribed from several localities of the north-
eastern and central Chubut province (CEI et
al. 2001, see fig. 1). Fieldwork in north and
central Patagonia during the summers of
2000 and 2003 resulted in new geographic
records for P. nigroiugulus showing that this
species has a more extensive geographic
range along the volcanic landscapes of
northern Patagonia.

All lizards were collected by hand,
euthanased with a pericardic injection of
Sodium Thiopental (Abbot®), fixed with
formalin 20% and later transferred to 70%
ethanol. Latitude, longitude, and elevation
were determined with a Garmin™ Global
Position Device. All specimens are deposit-
ed in the authors' private collection
(LJAMM, CRILARï-CONICET2, La Rioja,
Argentina), but will be later deposited in the
public collection of Fundacion MIGUEL
LILLO (Tucuman, Argentina). In this note,
we present these new localities with infor-
mation about habitat and accompanying
herpetofauna. Rio Negro localities (sites 7
and 8) are the first citation of P. nigroiugu-
lus for this province, extending the known
limits of distribution to the south-western
corner of this province. New localities in
Chubut (sites 1 to 6) represent an extension
of 100 km W from the type locality and 150
km N from previous known localities of
central Chubut.

All new collection sites are depicted in
figure 1, were we show the known geo-
graphic distribution of the Pristidactylus
species in Argentina.

Sites 1 and 2: Chubut province: Telsen
department: 1) Ruta Provincial 4, 2 km E
Gan Gan (42° 31' 44,3" S, 68° 01' 06,6" W,
922 m). 2 February 2003. L. AVILA, K.
DiTTMAR, M. MORANDO, C. PEREZ: LJAMM
5508 (female). 2) Ruta Provincial 4, 0.8 km
E Gan Gan (42° 31' 37,1" S, 68° 06' 19,6"
W, 901 m). 2 February 2003. L. AVILA, K.
DITTMAR, M. MORANDO, C. PEREZ: LJAMM
5669 (male).

In both localities collection sites were
rocky escarpments of basaltic outcrops with
vegetation typical of the shrubby-grass
steppe of Patagonian Steppe formation, with
dominant plants of different species of
Adesmia, Berberis, Schinus, Ephedra, Chu-
quiraga, Mulinum, Stipa, Poa, and Bromus.
Other lizards observed in the area were Lio-
laemus bibronii (BELL, 1843), L. fitzingeri
(DUMÉRIL & BIBRON, 1837), L. petrophilus
DONOSO-BARROS & CEI, 1971, L. rothi Kos-
LOWSKY, 1898, Diplolaemus darwinii BELL,
1843, Homonota darwinii BOULENGER,
1885, and Phymaturus patagonicus Kos-
LOWSKY, 1898.

Sites 3, 4, 5, and 6: Chubut province:
Telsen department: 3) Ruta Provincial 4, 85
km W Telsen (42° 28' 05,6" S, 67° 51' 11,9"
W, 1051 m). 2 February 2003. L. AVILA, K.
DITTMAR, M. MORANDO, C. PEREZ: LJAMM
5603^ (males), 5605 (female). 4) Ruta Pro-
vincial 4, 70.7 km W Telsen (42° 22' 55,3" S,
67° 42' 44,8" W, 1016 m). 2 February 2003.
L. AVILA, K. DITTMAR, M. MORANDO, C.
PEREZ: LJAMM 5638 (male), 5639 (female).
5) Ruta Provincial 4, 65,5 km W Telsen (42°
22' 03,8" S, 67° 39' 22" W, 966 m). 2
February 2003. L. AVTLA, K. DITTMAR, M.
MORANDO, C. PEREZ: LJAMM 5666 (female).
6) Ruta Provincial 4, 60.4 km W Telsen (42°
22' 35,4" S, 67° 35' 42,9" W, 941 m). 2
February 2003. L. AVILA, K. DITTMAR, M.
MORANDO, C. PEREZ: LJAMM 5505 (male).

Collecting sites were along the edges
of a consolidated road. Lizards used the
bulldozed rocks along the sides as basking
areas. Generally, the landscape was a plain
with small-undulated hills, with some areas
being covered with basaltic small stones and
rocky outcrops. Vegetation of the area was
typical of the shrubby-grass or sub-shrubby
steppe of the Patagonian Steppe with plants
of the genera Grindellia, Nassauvia, Nardo-
phyllum, Senecio, Mulinum, Stipa, and Bro-
mus as dominant. Some parts of this area are
severely damaged from sheep overgrazing.
Several species of lizards were found in
sympatry, Liolaemus bibronii, L. fitzingeri,
L. cf. melanops BURMEISTER, 1888, L. petro-
philus, L. rothi, Homonota darwinii, and
Phymaturus patagonicus.

1 - Centro Regional de Investigaciones Cientificas y Transferencia Tecnològica
2 - Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Cientificas y Técnicas
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Fig. 1: Geographie distribution of Pristidactylus in Argentina (according to AVILA 1994; AVILA et al. 2000;
CEI et al. 2001). The numbered localities correspond to new records of Pristidactylus nigroiugulus CEI,

SCOLARO & VIDELA, 2001 in the Provinces of Chubut (1-6) and Rio Negro (7 - 8) as mentioned in the text.

Black squares with question marks point to two locations cited by CRUZ et al. (1999)
as record localities off! scapulatus (BURMEISTER, 1861).

However, their position suggests that they could represent new localities for P. nigroiugulus.
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Sites 7 and 8: Rio Negro province: 25
de Mayo department: 7) Ruta Provincial 5,40
km SE Maquinchao (41° 30' 07.2" S, 68° 33'
26.3" W, 887 m). 28 November 2000. L. J.
AVILA, C. H. F. PEREZ. LJAMM 3089 (fe-
male). 8) RutaNacional 23,14 km W Aguada
de Guerra (41° 00' 37.2" S, 68° 30' 23.0" W,
866 m). 28 November 2000. L. J. AVILA, C.
H. F. PEREZ. LJAMM 3090 (female).

All Rio Negro province specimens are
females and although identification is diffi-
cult we assign these individuals to P. nigro-
iugulus according to the description of CEI
et al. (2001). In site 7, we found the lizard
below a small rock in a place characterized
by rocky basaltic outcrops with vegetation
characteristic of the shrubby-grass steppe of
the Patagonian Steppe formation with Muli-
num, Stippa, Senecio, and Adesmia as dom-
inant plants. Other lizard species observed
in sympatry were Liolaemus bibronii, L. cf.
boulengeri KOSLOWSKY, 1898, L. cf. mela-
nops, L. kriegi MÜLLER & HELLMICH, 1939,
L. petrophilus, Homonota darwinii, Diplo-
laemus darwinii, Phymaturus patagonicus,
and Leiosaurus belli DUMÉRIL & BIBRON,
1837. In site 8, landscape was a plain with
consolidated soil, with a plant and lizard
community similar to site 7; the lizard was
collected in late afternoon basking on a
shrub branch. Citations of CRUZ et al.
(1999) of Pristidactylus scapulatus (BUR-
MEiSTER, 1861) for 77 km NW Sierra Colo-
rada (2 km S La Esperanza) on the roadside
of Provincial Road 68, Department 25 de
Mayo, as well as the individual mentioned
for Chubut province, probably will have to
be assigned to P. nigroiugulus, however, we
did not yet revise these individuals.
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Ectoparasite of lizards and possible
vector: the mammal hard tick

Haemaphysalis concinna KOCH, 1844

During a herpetological excursion to
the Croatian island of Krk in the middle of
May 2002, ten tick-infested lizards [Algyro-
ides nigropunctatus (DUMÉRIL & BIBRON,
1839), Podarcis melisellensis (BRAUN, 1877),
P. muralis (LAURENTI, 1768), Lacerta bilinea-
ta DAUDIN, 1802], and a tick-infested snake
[Elaphe longissima (LAURENTI, 1768)] were
detected. The reptilian hosts originating from
two localities (44°58,943 N / 14°27,79 E; 47
m a.s.l.; 45°06,088 N / 14°20,99 E; 120 m
a.s.l.; description of the flora and herpetofau-
na see SEHNAL 1999 and RATHBAUER 2002)
were freed from their pests on site. The ticks
were killed and fixed in 70% ethanol. Blood
drops emerging on this occasion were
smeared on glass slides and air dried for later
staining according to Giemsa.

Altogether 46 ticks were collected
(table 1), 35 could be determined to species
level and, according to the key of BABOS
(1964), turned out to be unfed nymphs of
Haemaphysalis concinna KOCH, 1844
(Ixodidae, Acari) as is undoubtedly demon-
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