SHORT NOTE

HERPETOZOA 20 (1/2) Wien, 30. Juli 2007

SHORT NOTE 79

graphic region as suggested by HERNANDEZ-
CaMAcHO et al. (1992). In the locality re-
ported here, L. southi is syntopic with the
congeneric species L. rugiceps.
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Presence of Echinantera undulata
(WIED-NEUWIED, 1824)
in Ecuador

Until recently, members of the genus
Echinantera Copg, 1824, were assigned to
the genera Liophis, Taeniophallus, and Rha-
dinaea (PETERS & OREJAS-MIRANDA 1986).
Today, the genus Echinantera is considered
a monophyletic and well defined group that
includes six species: Echinantera amoena
(Jan, 1863), E. cephalomaculata Di-BEr-
NARDO, 1994, E. cephalostriata DI-BERNAR-
DO, 1996, E. cyanopleura (CoPE, 1885), E.
melanostigma (WAGLER, 1824) and E. undu-
lata (WIED-NEUWIED, 1824) (D1-BERNARDO
1992; SCHARGEL et al. 2005).

The presence of Echinantera undulata
in Ecuador, as the only representative of this
genus, was uncertain, even though PETERS &
OREJIAS-MIRANDA (1986) included Ecuador
in the group of countries were this species
should occur. Echinantera undulata was ex-
cluded from the lists of reptiles of Ecuador,
later to the above publication, due to the lack
of evidence from reference specimens in
museums (ALMENDARIZ 1991; PEREZ-SAN-
TOS & MORENO 1991; CoLoMa et al. 2006).
Nevertheless, monitoring in the central-east
of this region, confirmed the presence of this
species in the Amazon region of Ecuador
(VALENCIA et al. 2005) (Fig. 1).

Echinantera undulata was found in
the lowlands wet forest of the Pastaza
province, Amazon region of Ecuador, in two
localities: Moretecocha (FHGO 584) (01°
35’8, 77° 24’ W, ca. 427 m a.s.l.) and Shell
(FHGO 759) (01° 30’ S, 78° 03’ W, ca.1042
m a.s.l.), in tropical rain forest, with the dis-
tance between the localities being about 75
km (Fig. 2). This nocturnal snake inhabits
leaf litter in primary and secondary forest.
Time when specimens were collected was
between 19:00 to 21:00 hrs.

Body color pattern is similar in both
individuals: Dorsum grayish, including lat-
eral ends of ventrals; a conspicuous longitu-
dinal black postocular stripe to the angle of
the mouth, an inverted V constituting a
black nuchal band, dark dorsal blotches,
approximately 19 in number in both sides
along the third and fourth longitudinal scale
rows of the anterior midbody (not present in
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Fig. 1: Echinantera undulata (WIED-NEUWIED, 1824)
(FHGO 759) from Shell, Pastaza, Ecuador.
Dorsal (above) and ventral (above) aspect .

the specimen from Shell); a black longitudi-
nal stripe extending posteriorly along the
third third of the body to the tail. Ventral,
mental scales and throat spotless beige in
color, small brown blotches in the mental
region.

The morphology of the specimens will
be described in the following order: FHGO
759 / FHGO 584.

Snout-vent lenght 24.4 cm / 27.8 cm;
tail 5.4 cm / 6.6 cm; dorsal longitudinal
scale rows 17-17-15 in both specimens,
ventrals 134 / 150; subcaudals 39 / 48; tem-
porals 1+2, supralabials 7, infralabials 8,
preoculars 2 and postoculars 2 in both spec-
imens each.

In the lowland tropical rain forests in
the Pastaza province of Ecuador E. undula-
ta is sympatric with Liophis typhlus (LIN-
NAEUS, 1758) and Liophis reginae (LINNAE-
us, 1758) and can be confounded easily
with these species. Liophis typhlus differs
from E. undulata in the number of 19-19-15
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Fig. 2: The new record localities (A)
of Echinantera undulata (WIED-NEUWIED, 1824)
in the Province of Pastaza, Amazonian Ecuador.

dorsal scales, variable dorsal color pattern
between grayish and greenish, and lateral
blotches in chevron shape; Liophis reginae
presents black ventral blotches alternating
with yellowish ventral blotches and the dor-
sum without any black longitudinal stripe.

The provinces of Pastaza and Morona
Santiago as part of the Amazon region show
the highest reptile diversity within Ecuador.
Makuma a Shuar Center in Morona Santiago
for example, houses more than 90% of the
snake species on record for the checklist of
the Ecuadorian Squamata (VALENCIA 2007
in press).

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: I would like to
express my sincere greetings to Dr. James DIXON
(University of Texas, A&M), for his kind and generous
spending of time in checking some of the specimens,
Walter SCHARGEL (University of Texas, Arlington) for
sending me information, Katy GArzON, Maria Elena
BARRAGAN, Maria José BARRAGAN, Jean-Marc TOUZET,
Raquel BEtaNCOURT (FHGO - Fundacion Herpeto-
logica Gustavo Orcés, Lima), for their support, advice
and comments to this manuscript, and for the logistic
support and Fernando NOGALES-SORNOZA and Dwain
HoLMEs for their help with a map of localities. The
research was supported by FHGO.

REFERENCES: ALMENDARIZ, A. (1991): Lista
de vertebrados del Ecuador. Anfibios y Reptiles.- Poli-
técnica, Quito; 16(3): 86-165. CoLoma, L. A. & Qui-



©O0sterreichische Gesellschaft fiir Herpetologie e.V., Wien, Austria, download unter www.biologiezentrum.at

SHORT NOTE

GUANGO, A. & RON, S. (2006): Reptiles del Ecuador:
lista de especies y distribucion. Crocodylia, Serpentes
y Testudines. Version 1.1 25 mayo 2000. Museo de
Zoologia, Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Ecuador,
Quito WWW document < http://www.puce.edu.ec/
Zoologia/repecua.htm > (last accessed 12 June 2006).
Di-BERNARDO, M. (1992): Revalidation of the genus
Echinantera CopE, 1894, and its conceptual amplifica-
tion (Serpentes, Colubridae).- Comunicagdes do
Museu de Ciéncias da Pontificia Universidade Catolica
do Rio Grande do Sul (PUCRS), sér. zool., Porto
Alegre; 5 (13): 225-256. PErez-Santos, C. & Mo-
RENO, Y. A. (1991): Serpientes del Ecuador.- Museo
Regionale di Scienze. Naturali di Torino. Monografie
11; pp. 538. PETERS, J. A. & OREJAS-MIRANDA, B.
(1986): Catalogue of the Neotropical Squamata: Part I
Snakes. Bulletin of the U. S. National Museum,
Washington DC; 297: 1-347. ScHARGEL, W. & FUEN-
MAYOR, G. R. & MYERs, C. W. (2005): An enigmatic
new species from cloud forest for the Peninsula de
Paria, Venezuela (Colubridae: genus Taeniophallus?).-
American Museum Novitates, New York; 3484: 1-24.
VALENCIA, J. H. (2007 in press): Reptiles del Ecuador;
pp- 1-74. In: TORRACCHI, S. (ed.): Fauna del Ecuador.
Universidad Técnica Particular del Loja. Loja, Ecua-
dor. VALENCIA, J. H. & MORALES-MITE, M. & HOLMES,
D. (2005): Anfibios y reptiles de las provincias de
Pastaza y Morona Santiago, Amazonia del Ecuador.-
Memorias del Simposio Avances en la Herpetologia
Neotropical. Instituto Clodomiro Picado. 9 November
2005. CD Room, San José, Costa Rica.

KEY WORDS: Reptilia: Squamata: Colubridae:
Echinantera undulate, new country record, morpholo-
gy, similar species, Ecuador

SUBMITTED: November 22, 2006

HERPETOZOA 20 (1/2) Wien, 30. Juli 2007

SHORT NOTE 81

AUTHOR: Jorge H. VALENCIA, Fundacién Her-
petologica Gustavo Orcés, Av. Amazonas 3008 y Rumi-
pamba, Quito, Ecuador <jvalencia@fhgo.org.ec >

First record of Malpolon mons-
pessulanus (HERMANN, 1804)
from the island of Corsica (France)

In southern Europe, Malpolon mons-
pessulanus (HERMANN, 1804) exhibits a
wide geographic distribution which is com-
prised of three main portions (HAAN 1999):
(1) western portion (Iberian Peninsula
through SE France to NW Italy); (2) middle
portion (Balkan Peninsula from about Tri-
este/NE Italy to Burgas/Bulgaria and Istan-
bul/Turkey); and (3) eastern portion (eastern
Caucasus and western part of Caspian low-
lands). This snake has not been recorded
from the French Island of Corsica yet (GAsC
et al. 1997; HAAN 1999).

In early August 2001, GH found a skin
shedding of a large snake in a bush along-
side a paved road in northern Corsica (Fig.
1), ca. 1.5 km E Cervione (GPS data for
Cervione: 42°19°54”N, 9°29°28”E), France.
The snake slough (SMF 86351) was de-
posited in the collection of the Forschungs-

Fig. 1: Habitat of Malpolon monspessulanus ca. 1.5 km E Cervione, Corsica, France.
The arrow indicates the place where the skin shedding (SMF 86351) was found.
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