
 

New record localities of five snake
species in Turkey

Nine snake specimens from five
species caught during herpetological excur-
sions to Thrace, the Black Sea and Eastern
Anatolia between March and September
2010-2011, are presented here because of
their interesting record localities.  ventral
scales were counted according to the
method of DOWliNG (1951).  The material is
stored in the Museum of the Faculty of Arts
and Sciences, Çanak kale Onsekiz Mart
University and incorporated into the collec-
tion of ZDEU-ÇOMU (Zoology Department,
Ege University-Çan akkale Onsekiz Mart
University), Turkey.  For the head, and body
and tail lengths, digital calipers and a tape
measure were used, respectively. 

Typhlops vermicularis 
MERREM, 1820

Material: 1 specimen, ZDEU-ÇOMU
118/2010, Uçmakdere village, şarköy,
Tekirdağ, 40.786534°N, 27.364436°E, 24 m
a.s.l., 12.06.2010.

The specimen is typical in all traits
(Table 1).  A record from istanbul by BO -
DENHEiMER (1944) was however, not speci-
fied whether originating from Europe or
Asia.  The rare records from Turkish Thrace
were mapped in GASc et al. (1997) and SiN -
DAcO et al. (2000). 

Eryx jaculus turcicus 
(OliviER, 1801) 

Material: 1 male, ZDEU-ÇOMU 119/
2010, Hoşköy village, şarköy, Tekirdağ,
40.713612°N, 27.312203°E, 9 m a.s.l., 12.
06.2010.  Roadkill specimen in bad condi-
tion.  Snout-vent length: 458 mm; tail length:
52 mm.

There is a record from istanbul by BO -
DENHEiMER (1944).  The rare records from
Turkish Thrace were mapped in GASc et al.
(1997) and SiNDAcO et al. (2000).

Hemorrhois ravergieri
(MéNéTRiES, 1832) 

Material: 1 female, ZDEU-ÇOMU 120/
2010, Tunceli, 39.124316°N, 39.560500°E,
1,191 m a.s.l., 15.04.2010.  The specimen
found within the range of the species (BA -
RAN & ATATüR 1998; SiNDAcO et al 2000) is
typical in all traits (Table 1). 

According to the map provided by
SiNDAcO et al. (2000), there is no record of
H. ravergieri in the region extending
between Sivas and Bitlis.  Now this gap is
closed by our new record from Tunceli, but
also by an earlier report of this species
encountered near kemaliye, Erzincan, in a
previous study by DEMiRSOY et al. (2008)
[H. ravergieri’ nin kemaliye (Erzincan)’
dan kayıt edildiği proje metınde ve refer-
anslarda belirtilmeli].

Platyceps collaris 
(MüllER, 1878) 

Material: 1 male, ZDEU-ÇOMU
121/2010, Orhaniye village, kocaeli,
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40.857676°N, 30.066900°E, 379 m a.s.l.,
11.06.2010. The specimen is typical in all
traits (Table 1).  The rare records from
Turkish Thrace were mapped in GASc et al.
(1997) and SiNDAcO et al. (2000) under
Coluber rubriceps.  There is no record from
kocaeli in SiNDAcO et al. (2000).

According to ScHäTTi et al. (2001),
there is no record of P. collaris from the
Province of kocaeli making the specimen
found in Orhaniye village, kocaeli the first
collected from this region.

Macrovipera lebetina obtusa
(DWiGUBSkY, 1832) 

Material: 2 males, ZDEU-ÇOMU
122/2010, karnavas village, Olur, Erzurum,
40.752714°N, 42.082093°E, 1,457 m a.s.l.,
25.06.2010;  1 male, ZDEU-ÇOMU 65/2011,
karabağ village, Digor, kars, 40.236007°N,
43.606587°E, 1,559 m a.s.l., 24.06.2011.

The specimens are grayish-brown
with indistinct blurred dorsal and lateral
spots. ventral side black-dotted on white
ground.  The end of the tail is yellowish.
Pholidosis counts and measurements are
presented in Tables 1 and 2. 

There is broad consensus that the sub-
species of east and north-east Anatolia is
obtusa (DWiGUBSkY, 1832), whereas the
systematic allocation of the south Anatolian
individuals remained under debate (BilliNG
& ScHäTTi 1984; NilSON et al. 1988;
BAşOğlU & BARAN 1998; TOk et al. 2002;
GöÇMEN et al. 2005, 2007; STüMPEl &
JOGER 2009).  The specimens of M. lebetina
examined in the present study were identi-
fied as obtusa not only because of the record
localities, but also in terms of dorsal pattern,
head shape and the number of ventralia
(BilliNG & ScHäTTi 1984; NilSON & AND -
RéN 1988; NilSON et al. 1988; GöÇMEN et al.
2005). 

According to the map provided by
SiNDAcO et al. (2000), there is no record of
this snake from between the Provinces of
Erzincan and kars.  The specimens found in
Erzurum close this gap. 

Vipera ammodytes transcaucasiana 
BOUlENGER, 1913 

Material: 1 juvenile, ZDEU-ÇOMU
123/2010, Terme, Samsun, 41.221522°N,
36.989176°E, 5 m a.s.l., 12.09.2010;  1
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Fig. 1:  Map showing the Turkish localities where the snake specimens were collected.  
1 - Uçmakdere village, şarköy, Tekirdağ; 2 - Hoşköy village, şarköy, Tekirdağ; 3 - Orhaniye village, kocaeli; 

4 - kızılcahamam, Ankara; 5 - Terme, Samsun; 6 - Tunceli; 7 - karnavas village, Olur, Erzurum; 
8 - karabağ village, Digor, kars.  Map created by Seaturtle maptool from www.seaturtle.org.
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juvenile, ZDEU-ÇOMU 66/2011, kızılca -
hamam, Ankara, 40.653522°N, 32.573497°
E, 1,375 m a.s.l., 20. 06. 2011.  

Records of Vipera ammodytes in
central Anatolia and along the Black Sea
coast are rare.  in the specimens under
examination, the dark transversal spots do
not form a continuous band on the dorsal
side and the end of the tail is yellowish
green.  

There are seven scales across the
pileus between the two supraoculars in both
specimens and the number of overlapping
scales on the rostral plate and the apicale is
two.  Between the eye and the supralabial
plates there are two rows of scales.  Further
counts and measurements and  are presented
in Tables 1 and 2. 

in previous studies, the Vipera ammo -
dytes specimens of the regions central and
eastern Black Sea and north-eastern and
eastern Anatolia were assigned to the sub-
species transcaucasiana BOUlENGER, 1913
(EiSElT & BARAN 1970; BARAN 1976; BA -
RAN 1978; TOk & kUMlUTAş 1996; kUTRUP
1999; URSENBAcHER et al. 2008) and those
from western (kuşadası, Aydın) and south-
ern Anatolia (South Taurus Mountains), the
Marmara Region (Uludağ, Bursa) and
Thrace to the subspecies meridionalis BOU -
lENGER, 1903 (EiSElT & BARAN 1970; BA -

RAN 1976; URSENBAcHER et al. 2008).  This
largely agreed view persisted for decades
(EiSElT & BARAN 1970; BAşOğlU & BARAN
1980; BARAN & ATATüR 1998; URSENBA -
cHER et al. 2008).  Deviating views were
published by NilSON et al. (1988) who inte-
grated all the Anatolian V. ammodytes in the
subspecies transcaucasiana. and TOMOvić
(2006), who found V. a. transcaucasiana
occurring in northern Anatolia and V. a.
montandoni BOUlENGER, 1904, in the Euro -
pean section of Turkey, with the specimens
in the region of the Bosporus Strait poten-
tially representing intermediate popula-
tions.

The specimen caught at Terme (Sam -
sun) fits V. a. transcaucasiana BOUlENGER,
1913, whereas the specimen from kızılcaha -
mam (Ankara) fits V. a. montandoni BOU -
lENGER, 1904, according to the ranges of
ventralia counts in TOMOvić (2006).  How -
ever, both resemble transcaucasiana in that
(i) the transversal spots on the dorsal side
are isolated, not forming a continuous zig -
zag band, (ii) the overlapping scales on the
rostral plate and on the anterior section of
the horn are arranged in two rows, and (iii)
the end of the tail is yellowish green
(BilliNG & ScHäTTi 1984; NilSON et al.
1988; GöÇMEN et al. 2005).  Therefore, the
specimen of Terme was included in the sub-
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Table 1: Pholidosis counts and body measurements (in mm) of specimens examined: 1 - preocularia
(left/right), 2 – postocularia, 3 - supralabialia, 4 - sublabialia , 5 - inframaxillaria, 6 - longitudinal scale rows at mid-
body, 7 - dorsalia, 8 - ventralia (counted according to the method by DOWliNG 1951), 9 - longitudinal scale rows
at the base of the tail, 10 - subcaudalia, 11 - snout-vent length, 12 - tail length, 13 - pileus length, 14 - pileus width,
15 - rostrum height, 16 - rostrum width. 

characters 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

T. vermicularis

1/1 - 4/4 5/5 - 24 - - 20 - 276 4 - - - - 
H. ravergieri

3/3 2/2 10/10 10/10 2/2 - 23 204 - 85 427 115 14.4 7.9 2.3 3.3 
P. collaris

2/2 2/2 8/8 10/10 2/2 - 19 189 - 94 410 154 11.6 5.2 1.8 2.5 
M. lebetina 

- - 10/10 14/14 2/2 - 25 170 - - 880 - - - 7.1 7.6 
- - 10/10 14/14 2/2 - 25 173 - 44 610 81 - - 4.2 4.8 
- - 11/11 13/13 2/2 - 26 168 - 48 990 145 - - 8.3 7.5 

V. ammodytes 

- - -/10 11/11 - - 21 154 - 41 179 25 - - 1.6 2.8 
- - -/10 11/11 - - 21 145 - 37 390 56 - - 1.3 3.7 
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species transcaucasiana, whereas the
specimen of kızılcahamam was tentatively
classified Vipera ammodytes cf. transcau-
casiana.

According to the maps by NilSON et
al. (1988) and SiNDAcO et al. (2000), there is
no record of the species from between the
Provinces of kastamonu and Ordu on the
Black Sea coastal band.  The specimen
found in the Province of Samsun completes
the series of records from the Black Sea
coastal provinces. 
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