
First record of Podarcis muralis
(Laurenti, 1768), 

from athens, Greece 

the Common Wall Lizard, Podarcis
muralis (Laurenti, 1768), has the widest
range among the representatives of the genus
(GuiLLauMe 1997).  its natural distribution
covers a large part of central and southern
europe (GruSCHWitZ & BöHMe 1986) while
it was introduced to north america (BöHMe
et al. 2009).  in Greece, P. muralis is wide-
spread throughout the mainland (CHOndrO -
POuLOS 1986) where it typically occurs at
medium and high altitudes, and avoids low-
lands and coasts.  the species is, however
found on only three Greek islands, Samo -
thrace (Werner 1938), euboea (VaLakOS et
al. 2008) and Corfu (HiLL & Mayer 2004).
in south Greece its distribution is confined to
mountains, where its presence is bound to
high humidity and lush vegetation (VaLakOS
et al. 2008). 

On May 7, 2016, the authors observed
a basking individual of P. muralis on a wall
of a sidewalk in the west athenian suburb
agioi anargyroi (38°01’00.53”n, 23°43’
10.84”e; 60 m a.s.l.).  during the subse-
quent survey, 13 individuals of this species
were encountered two of which, a male
[snout to vent length (SVL) 52 mm, regen-
erated tail, mass 3.2 g] and a female (SVL
49 mm, tail length 98 mm, mass 2.9 g) (Fig.
1) were captured.  Both specimens were
added to the Herpetological Collection of
the natu ral History Museum of Crete,
university of Crete (Museum voucher num-
bers nHMC 80.3.55.145 and 80.3.55.146).
the individuals were collected under the
permit ΑΔΑ:73OΣ4653Π8-7Ψ8 that was
issued by the Hellenic Ministry of en -
vironment and energy.  the species has
never been reported from the metropolitan
area of athens in the past.  it may have
arrived there passively, e.g., through timber
transports (VaLdeón et al. 2010) or actively
along railway lines (COVaCiu-MarCOV et al.
2006).  Molecular analyses will unravel the
origin of this population.  the closest
known population is found in the Parnitha
Mountains at approximately 700 m a.s.l., lo -
cated 16 km northeast of the new athenian
record (PaFiLiS & SiMOu 2006).

the Common Wall Lizard can exist
close to or within human settlements (tOtH
et al. 2006) even very large cities (CaPuLa et
al. 1993; StruGariu et al. 2008).  the po -
pulation detected in athens was established
probably only recently and, given the spe -
cies’ high ecological plasticity (MaLetZky et
al. 2011; ViGnOLi et al. 2015), can be ex -
pected to expand its distribution.  Potential
negative consequences that P. muralis may
induce to autochthonous lizards (MünCH
2001; MOLe 2010), together with the newly
reported lacertid species in athens metropol-
itan area (adaMOPOuLOu 2015; HedMan et
al. 2017) underscore the need for high alert. 
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Fig. 1: Female Podarcis muralis (Laurenti, 1768), 
(nHMC 80.3.55.146) from west athens, Greece.
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Scarthyla goinorum (BOkerMann,
1962): new records for the States

of amazonas and Pará, Brazil

Scarthyla dueLLMan & de Sá, 1988,
is an anuran genus distributed in the north-
ern South america and currently composed
by only two species: Scarthyla vigilans
(SOLanO, 1971) and Scarthyla goinorum
(BOkerMann, 1962).  the latter is distrib-
uted across the upper amazon Basin, inclu -
ding Peru (dueLLMan & de Sá 1988; rO -
driGueZ & dueLLMan 1994; WiLd 1996;
dueLLMan & tHOMaS 1996; dueLLMan
2005; uPtOn et al. 2011; uPtOn et al. 2014),
Colombia (ruiZ-CarranZa et al. 1996;
aCOSta-GaLViS 2000; LynCH 2005; LynCH
& SuaréZ-MayOrGa 2011), Bolivia (de La
riVa 1999; de La riVa et al. 2000), and
Brazil (LutZ 1973; GaSCOn 1994; GaSCOn
et al. 1998; de La riVa 2000; Bernarde et
al. 2011; PantOJa & FraGa 2012; WaLdeZ
et al. 2013; raMaLHO et al. 2016).  its type
locality is the Municipality of tarauacá, in
the State of acre, Brazil (BOkerMann
1962).  in the Brazilian amazonia, beyond
the type locality, populations were found in
the margins of the Juruá river in the munic-
ipalities of eirunepé, itamarati and Juruá
(GaSCOn 1994; GaSCOn et al. 1998), in the
rio Gregório extractive reserve, located in
the municipalities of eirunepé and ipixuna
(PantOJa & FraGa 2012), in the Piagaçu-
Purus Sustainable development reserve, in
the tapauá Municipality (WaLdeZ et al.
2013), and in the middle Purus river
between the municipalities of Boca do acre
and Pauini (raMaLHO et al. 2016), all locat-
ed in the State of amazonas, and in the
municipalities of Cruzeiro do Sul (GaSCOn
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