
Leptodactylus macrosternum
Miranda-ribeiro, 1926, a fatal prey

for a juvenile Crotalus durissus
ruruima Hoge, 1966 

Crotalus durissus ruruima Hoge, 1966,
occurs in different landscapes along the
north of the amazon rainforest, comprising
the very north of brazil, Venezuela and the
Cooperative republic of guyana (Hoge
1965; naSCiMenTo 2007).  The prey of these
typical sit and wait predators of predomi-
nantly crepuscular and nocturnal activity
consists mainly of mammals of small size
such as rodents and marsupials (SaZiMa,
1989; Clark 2004; ToZeTTi 2006), however,
birds and lizards have already been record-
ed in its diet (VanZolini et al. 1980;
klauber 1982).

on 11 July 2017, at 21:40 h, the
authors found a juvenile male C. d. ruruima

(snout-vent-length 440 mm, tail length 49.5
mm) crossing the highway br-401 at km 43
(2.994343° n, 60.428926° W) in estado de
roraima, brazil, when the snake began to
regurgitate an adult individual of Leptodac -
tylus macrosternum Miranda-ribeiro,
1926 (snout-vent-length 58 mm), consider-
ably larger than the predator’s headsize (25
mm) (Fig. 1).  during this process the snake
died, although injuries were not obvious.
The snake and the frog were deposited at the
national institute of amazonian research
(instituto nacional de Pesquisas da ama -
zônia, Manaus), laboratory of animal ge -
netics, under the following numbers: Cro -
talus durissus ruruima: lga(S) - 262 and
Leptodactylus macrosternum: lga(a) -
016. 

ingestion of disproportionately big
prey is a frequently observed cause of death
in juveniles of various snake species (SaZi -
Ma & MarTinS 1990).  However, anuran
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Fig. 1:  The dead juvenile Crotalus durissus ruruima Hoge, 1966, and the regurgitated adult individual 
of Leptodactylus macrosternum Miranda-ribeiro, 1926.
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skin glands contain poisons, as seen also in
leptodactylids (PraTeS et al. 2012).  Thus, it
may well be that beside the size of the prey,
the death of the juvenile viper was caused
by the frog’s potentially toxic secretions.
The prey type and size of the snake could
indicate that juvenile C. d. ruruima are
dietary generalists.  Moreover, the authors
recorded here for the first time an amphib-
ian as prey of C. d. ruruima.
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Xerotyphlops vermicularis (Mer -
reM, 1820), along the bulgarian

black Sea coast: a compilation of
new and published records 

The eurasian blind Snake, Xero -
typhlops vermicularis (MerreM, 1820), the
only representative of the snake family
Typhlopidae (superfamily Scolecophidia) in
europe (grilliTSCH & grilliTSCH 1993), is
found in the southern parts of the balkan
Peninsula (grilliTSCH & grilliTSCH 1993;
Sillero et al. 2014).  The snake represents
an element of the Turano-Mediterranean
chorotype (MiZSei et al. 2017), in which all
populations in the balkans probably origi-
nate from eastern anatolian ancestors (kor -
nilioS 2017).  The eurasian blind Snake
prefers xerothermic habitats with deep, dry
and soft (sandy) soil where it can burrow,
typically rocky slopes with low, sparse bush
vegetation, open areas with stones as well as
cultivated fields (gril liTSCH & grilliTSCH
1993).  The northeastern edge of the snake’s
distribution in the balkans runs through
bulgaria (see beSH koV & naneV 2006;
SToJanoV et al. 2011), where it occurs scat-
tered at altitudes below 500 m a.s.l. in the
southern parts of the country, along the warm
valleys of the Struma river (SW bulgaria),
the lower Maritsa river (Harmanli region),
the arda river (eastern rhodope Mts.) and
the Tundja river (derventski Heights, Se
bulgaria; Fig. 1a), in which the Mediterra -
nean climatic influence is strongest (beSH -
koV 1998; SToJanoV et al. 2011).  after
more than 100 years, the species was redis-
covered in the western rhodope Mts.
(JablonSki & baleJ 2015).  besides, there
are historical, no longer confirmed records
of X. vermicularis from isolated localities
southeast of burgas city (black Sea coast,
eastern slopes of Strandzha Mts. (see
SToJanoV et al. 2011).

To compile the knowledge of records
of this species along the bulgarian black
Sea coast, the authors of the present note
reviewed the available literature (bureSH &
ZonkoV 1934; beSHkoV 1956, 1961, 1985;
PaPSdorF 1971; barToSik 1981; küHneMann
1981; buSeke 1982; THieMe 1986; ČiHař
1989; grilliTSCH & grilliTSCH 1993; STo -
JanoV et al. 2011) and added their unpub-
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