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Aquatic and semiaquatic Heteroptera of Ecuador (Hemiptera: Nepomorpha, 

Gerromorpha) 

FILIPPO MARIA BUZZETTI 
 

Nepomorpha and Gerromorpha in Ecuador are about 100 described species belonging to 
twelve families. Ecuador is situated in a biogeographically strategic position since the country 
covers parts of the Amazon, the Andean Cordillera, the Pacific coastal plains, and the Galapagos 
Islands. Such diversity of biogeographic areas hosts a great variety of Heteroptera species. 
Within the aquatic and semiaquatic Heteroptera, more than half of the species are Gerromorpha. 
The most species-rich families are Corixidae and Gelastocoridae within Nepomorpha, Gerridae 
and Veliidae within Gerromorpha. Recent collecting expedition widened the known range of 
species previously not known to be present in Ecuador and lead to the discovery of some species 
new to the science, especially within Gerromorpha. Veliids are the most commonly encountered 
water bugs, in particular species of the very large genera Rhagovelia MAYR, 1865 and Microvelia 
WESTWOOD, 1834. Among Gerridae, Potamobates shuar BUZZETTI, 2006 has been recently 
described, and among Veliidae one new species of Veloidea GOULD, 1934 is under description. 
 
Author´s address: 

Filippo Maria Buzzetti, University of Padova, Dip. Agronomia Ambientale e Produzioni Vegetali � Entomologia, 
Agripolis Viale dell'Università 16, I-35020 LEGNARO (PD), Italy,  
E-Mail: filippomaria.buzzetti@unipd.it  

mailto:filippomaria.buzzetti@unipd.it


ZOBODAT - www.zobodat.at
Zoologisch-Botanische Datenbank/Zoological-Botanical Database

Digitale Literatur/Digital Literature

Zeitschrift/Journal: Heteropteron - Mitteilungsblatt der Arbeitsgruppe
Mitteleuropäischer Heteropterologen

Jahr/Year: 2006

Band/Volume: 23

Autor(en)/Author(s): Buzzetti Ph. D. Filippo Maria

Artikel/Article: Aquatic and semiaquatic Heteroptera of Ecuador (Hemiptera:
Nepomorpha, Gerromorpha) 22

https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_series.php?id=21408
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_volumes.php?id=67172
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_articles.php?id=487702



